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Horonai-yama

Ski Tour
(Rankoshi-cho)

"

674m

Total Climb

A

Highest point

#

Best season

6/10

Difficulty

12km

Distance

“Enjoy a 3km downhill run,” boasts a
Japanese guidebook. One needs little

up Horonai-yama (%L, 842m) only
30 minutes drive south from Niseko
Hirafu. The views from the unassum-
ing peak are stellar - Yotei, Konbu-da-
ke, the entire Niseko Range, and then
the Pacific Ocean and Kariba-yama to
the west. The route itself consists of a
very low-angle broad ridge, so would
be perfect for a conservative day trip
when the Niseko regional avalanche
risk makes steeper terrain unappeal-
ing. There’s no summer trail, so put
this on your winter list!

LOCATION

This route up Horonai-yama in Rankoshi
Town (Niseko area) starts about 10km
south of Konbu Station on the JR
Hakodate Line. The trailhead is just north
of the Shinkansen tunnel construction on
Route 34.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://bit.ly/horonai

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rantfy of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Bose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.

MAP, TEXT, PHOTOS | Rob Thomson

hokkaidowilds.org 2019/02/25

MAP FOLD & LAYOUT CONCEPT | Dominika Gan

Unless indicated otherwise, all content on this PDF (pages 1 to 2) is li-
censed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International
License (CC BY-SA 4.0). Please attribute <author-name> (hokkaidowilds.
org), and let us know so we can link to your work. E.g., “Photo by Rick
Siddle (hokkaidowilds.org)“

D

WOKKAIDo

WILDS

When it is possible to skin straight up a ridge
with little to no zig-zagging — as is the case
with Horonai-yama’s eastern ridge — the mind
starts wondering if all the effort is going to
result in some decent downhill skiing. It was
very early spring when we visited, so we
needn’t have worried — the promised 3km
downhill ski was mellow but sustained and
plenty of fun. I'd therefore position Horonai-
yama as a great route for when the avalanche
risk in the Niseko region is higher than
normal, but the weather is otherwise clear.
It is the conservative choice that will ensure
an enjoyable day out, even for a party with
relative beginner backcountry skiers. Note
however that the upper reaches are relatively
featureless, so your navigation skills will need
to be on point, and this route would best be
avoided in low visibility conditions. Also note
that this is a very seldom-frequented peak, so
you’ll be very alone. The climb up is a solid

I _four-hour plus trek, so best to start early.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

Allow about 4 hours from the forestry road
entrance to the summit, and another 1 hour
back down. On the descent, from the creek-
crossing at around 200m in altitude you’ll
likely want to put your skins back on for the
final walk along the forestry road back to the
main Route 34.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is no parking at the trailhead so
either park in the carpark at another forestry
road junction just north of the trailhead, or at
the turn-around spot further up the road, past
the Shinkansen tunnel. In either case, expect
around 5 minutes walking along the side of the
main road from the car to the trailhead.
Public transport: There are no public trans-

portoptions.. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -

SAFETY NOTES

The main safety concern on this route
is ending up on the wrong ridge on the
descent. Make sure to keep to the main
broad eastern ridge — the same as you
came up on. Also take care in low visibili-
ty conditions. The main ridge is broad and
undefined at times.

ONSEN NEARBY

The closest onsen is Yusenkaku Onsen
next to Konbu JR Station (H45RR,
500yen), about 10km from the trailhead
heading north along Route 34. Il




PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6

You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages
that don't include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS

PLEASE PRINT

AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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