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NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

Yamunai-zawa
South Ridge

(Rishiri Island)
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This is a relatively mellow route up to
a 1255m prominence on the sheltered

—— southeastern flanks of Rishiri-zan (

FIRLW, 1721m). It gives full-frontal
views of Rishiri-zan’s powerful south-
eastern upper face. Be prepared for
world-class alpine scenery on par
with the spires of Patagonia and the
bulwarks of the Himalayas. If there is
a creator, she used this side of Rishiri
as a petri dish. The route starts at the
old Oniwaki Ski Field, and follows the
impressive Yamunai-zawa gully on its
upper southern ridge. There’s noth-
ing technical on this route, so even
intermediate backcountry travelers, in
careful consultation with the weather
forecast, will enjoy it.

LOCATION

This route is on the southeast side of
Rishiri Island, starting from the old
Oniwaki Ishiyama Ski Field access road.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: https://hokw.jp/yamunai

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Bose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

This route up the southeastern flanks of Rishiri-
zan is not commonly a route for summiting the
mountain (leave that to the icy northern route),
but rather a route to make the most of Rishiri’s
amazing snow, ski-friendly topography, and
views. Indeed, the prevailing wind on Rishiri
Island is from the northwest, so the southerly
aspects of the island will always have more
reliably good snow conditions. This route joins
up with the Yamunai-zawa gully's southern
ridge, which offers some great skiing down to
the gully from a number of spots. This route
guide, however, sticks to the ridge for an out-
and-back trip. The many minor gullies on this
broad ridge also offer fantastic skiing.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

This route is not marked. Expect about 4
hours from trialhead to the 1225m peak, and
another 1 to 1.5hrs back down. From the end
of the snow-clearing head west to the ski
area. Traverse diagonally up and across the
one single slope, and cut through the trees
to the west of the ski slope. From there, wrap
around the eastern side of Oniwakipon-yama.
Once on the the northern side of Oniwakipon-
yama, head up the very gradual slope in a
northwest direction, keeping to the climber’s
left of the various humps along the south of the
Yamunai-zawa gully. At around 750m, you’ll
emerge onto the main ridge that will take you
to a false summit just before the 1225m peak.
To actually get to the 1225m peak, which is
about 75m higher than the false summit,
you'll need to scramble across a knife-edge
ridge and bootpack the final few meters — all
with precipitous no-fall drops on both sides.
Needless to say, we were quite happy with the
false summit, and started our descent from
there.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is ample parking in the cleared
parking area just before the ski area.

Public transport: There are daily ferries to
Rishiri Island, leaving Wakkanai ferry port at
6:55am and 1:55pm between January and
April. Tickets cost 2,500yen each way (no extra
charge for skis/snowboards). Get to Wakkanai
by highway bus or the train, with service from

centers such as Sapporo and Asahikawa.

On Rishiri, there's a local bus running
from the Oshidomari ferry terminal (&
JB7x!)—42—=7)l) to Oniwaki Bus
Stop (58R%/\Z1=), the 11th stop after
the ferry terminal, if taking the A-Course
bus (Ad—X, clockwise around the
island). As of March 2019, buses ran on
weekdays at 7:12am, 8:38am, 11:41am,
14:15pm, and 17:21pm from the ferry
terminal clockwise around the island.
The trip will take about 30 minutes, and
will cost 970yen one way. For the return
to the ferry terminal, take the B-Course
bus (BO—X, anti-clockwise around
the island) from Oniwaki Bus Stop back
to the ferry terminal. As of March 2019,
buses ran at 7:11am, 8:06am, 11:11am,
13:41pm, and 17:26pm.

Taxis are also available at the ferry
terminal, but may struggle to take more
than a few sets of skis. Guests staying
at the Rishiri Green Hill Inn Hostel can
request drop-offs and pick-ups from
anywhere on the island for a donation.

SAFETY NOTES

While this route is far less exposed than
other ridge-line routes on the island, the
majority of the route is above the treeline,
with few defining features. Make sure
to carry reliable navigation tools and
know how to use them. Weather is also
very changeable on Rishiri Island, with
cloud cover largely dependent on wind
direction and aspect. It can be pristine
blue skies on one side of the island, and
thick whiteout fog and cloud on the oth-
er. Being in the wild and windy northern
Japan Sea, Rishiri is a fearsome place in
bad weather — keep plans conservative
and flexible.

ONSEN NEARBY

The Rishiri-fuji Onsen (FIRE 1 BRE
E =%, 500yen) is worth the stop. Note
that in winter (November till April) it is
open from noon till 9pm, and is

not open on Mondays.ll 2/2



PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6

You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages
that don't include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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