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この地図の作成に当たっては、国土地理院長の承認を得て、同院発行の基盤地
図情報及び電子地形図（タイル）を使用した。（承認番号 平 30 情使、第 867
号 )。また、1/25,000 植生図 GIS データ ( 環境省生物多様性センター ) も使用し、
hokkaidowilds.org が作成・加工したものである。
This map uses the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital basemap (tiles) and 
basemap data, with the permission of the Authority's director (permission no. 平 30情
使 , 第 867号 ). It also uses modifi ed 1:25,000 scale vegetation map GIS data created 
by the Biodiversity Center of Japan, Ministry of the Environment (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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Horobetsu-dake (幌別岳, 892m) 
stands at the western limit of the 
general Niseko are, on the border of 
Suttsu and Rankoshi Towns. From 
the summit, expect 360-degree views 
across to the Niskeo Range, Yotei-zan, 
Shiribetsu-dake, Shakotan Peninsu-
la, Kariba-yama, and of course the 
Japan Sea. This seldom-visited 15km 
long range - the Horobetsu Range - is 
a perfect antidote to the more easily 
accessed but more crowded Niseko 
Range further east. What this route 
lacks in large open slopes, it makes 
up for in views and locals-only vibes.

LOCATION
Horobetsu-dake sits on the border 
between Ranakoshi Town and Suttsu 
Town, about 14km southwest of Rankoshi 
Town, in the Niseko region of Hokkaido. 
This route starts about 2km northwest 
of Mena JR Station on the JR Hakodate 
Honsen Line.

Horobetsu-
dake Ski Tour 
(Sannosuke Route)

GENERAL NOTES
With so many other easily-accessed treeless 
slopes around Niseko, Horobetsu-dake is 
understandably overlooked as a backcountry 
destination in the Niseko Region. The 4km 
approach on snowed-in roads is not too painful 
though, passing through some gorgeous forest 
and along side the lovely Sannosukedai-1 
River. Once on the ridge approaching the 
summit, there are grand views of the Niseko 
Range, Yotei-zan, and Konbu-dake. At the 
summit, expect views across to Kariba-yama 
in Shimamaki, as well as the Japan Sea and 
the Shakotan Peninsula. “More of a walk than 
a ski,” was Chris’s comment on the route, and 
I’d agree. There are plenty of skiing options off 
the ridge on the way down, but care should 
be taken, as they almost invariably end up 
deep in a gully at the bottom – classic terrain 
traps abound around this route. That said, this 
route would be a great way to get out of the 
crowds and have a mountain all to yourself. 
This is a very seldom skied mountain – even in 
Japanese there are only a few reports fl oating 
around on the Internet, mostly from the early 
2000’s

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
Allow about 4.5hrs to the summit, and about 
1.5hrs back down. This route is not marked, 
and there’s no summer trail to the summit. The 
start of the route will vary depending on the 
time of year – in mid winter, it will be right at 
the main road, around here. In spring, it may be 
possible to drive about 1.5km along the paved 
and then gravel road. From either of these 
points, follow the snowed-in forestry road 
west-northwest to the curious paved road that 
wraps around the entire side of the Horobetsu 
Range. Take a left at the road and follow this 
to the bridge crossing the Sannosukedai-1 
River. Immediately after crossing the river, 
take a right turn and make a short scramble 
up a cramped gully to a small clearing, before 
starting the zig-zag climb up the relatively 
tree-dense slope to the 479m point. From 

here it is simply a matter of following 
the ridge. At around 530m, just beyond 
a short elongated hump, there is a slight 
descent towards a saddle, after which it 
is all climbing up to the peak. On the fi nal 
approach beyond the 800m mark, you’ll 
be faced with cornices. There’s a natural 
10m gap between the cornices, which 
only becomes apparent once you’re on 
the 830m hump.

TRANSPORT
By car: As mentioned above, the start of 
the route will vary depending on the sea-
son. There’s no carpark to speak of, so 
you’ll need to park on the side of the road. 
Park well to the side of the road, and be 
prepared to clear some extra space to 
park in.
Public transport: Mena Station (目名駅) 
on the JR Hakodate Line, only a few stops 
west of Niseko, is about 3km from the 
start of the route, so if you’re happy with 
a 40-minute walk, then yes, this route is 
accessible via public transport.

SAFETY NOTES
As mentioned above, the topography on 
this route is relatively tight off the main 
ridge – you’ll need to be confi dent of 
the stability of the snow if skiing these 
slopes, more so than usual thanks to the 
deep gullies. As is the case for all ski 
routes on The Hokkaido Wilds, this route 
assumes a confi dent ability to read a top-
ographical map.

ONSEN NEARBY
The closest onsen to this route is the 
cheap and cheerful Rankoshi Yusenkaku 
Onsen (蘭越幽泉閣, 500yen), just behind 
the Konbu JR Station, here. There’s a 
number of indoor pools, a couple of sauna 
options, and a nice outdoor pool 
too. Local produce is usually for 
sale in the foyer too. ■
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Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the 
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. 
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, 
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, 
including the warranty of merchantability or fi tness for a particular pur-
pose, accompanying this product. However, notifi cation of any errors will 
be appreciated.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guide for GPS 
fi le, interactive map, and extra safety 
notes: https://hokw.jp/horobetsu



PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructi ons on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If 
you’ve only got Lett er size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow 
the instructi ons below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, but the 
map will be clipped a litt le at the top and bott om.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitti  ng Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printi ng, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print opti on available 
on your printer (setti  ngs will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructi ons page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instructi on sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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