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NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

Teuri Island
Full Loop Hike

500m

Total Climb

11km 3/10 May-Jul

Distance Difficulty Best season

Teuri Island (K355 &) is a small island
off the northwestern coast of Hokkaido
in northern Japan. Its 12km of coast-
line is home to some of Japan’s largest
noceros Auklet, Spectacled Guillemot,
Japanese cormorant, and slaty-backed
gull. The island is easily accessible
by public transport, and makes for
an excellent, easy walking trip. Note,
however, that the majority of walking
will be on the single paved road that
runs around the island. For this reason,
a folding bicycle also makes for a good
way to get around the island.

LOCATION

This hike goes around the perimeter of
Teuri Island, off the northeastern coast
of Hokkaido. The trailhead is about 50m
uphill from the lookout above the ferry
terminal.

GENERAL NOTES

Teuri Island (K5E8) is well known as
a mecca for birders wanting to see rare
seabirds in overwhelming numbers (over
200 species have been recorded). The
island is home to 320 humans, and about

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guide for
GPS file, interactive map, and ex-

tra safety notes: https://hokw.jp/
teuri-h

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases
provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity
Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.
org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accu-
racy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product.
However, notification of any errors will be appreciated.
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1,000,000 sea birds in the migrating and | teuri-h.
breeding season during May, June and July.
The name Teuri is from the Ainu language, and | ONSEN NEARBY

is said to mean either “fish entrails (on the | There are no onsen on Teuri Island. m

‘back of a shrimp)” or “foot”. The istand is best- — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —_—
known as being the location for Japan’s largest
colony of Rhinoceros Auklet (approx. 600,000
birds), but is also home to common guillemot,
Spectacled Guillemot, Japanese cormorant,
and slaty-backed gull. The island is also home
to approximately zero stray cats — they were
eradicated in 2016 in order to protect the birds.
The sea bird colonies are along the 4km 100m
high cliffs on the western side of the island. The
best way to see the birds is on a boat tour (up
to date information here). To see the Rhinoceros
Auklet (7 b, utou in Japanese), all you need
is a bright torch and patience to wait till late
dusk at the southwestern tip of the island. The
only walking trails are at the eastern end of
the island, but the paved single-lane road that
goes around the perimeter (one-way clockwise
traffic only) is quiet and might have about one
car an hour at the most.

ROUTE NOTES

This route is not marked. The road-walking
section around the southern and norther sides
of the island is on a smooth-surface paved road

low. There are multiple junctions on the interior
track through the woods though, so make sure
to double-check your bearings.

ROUTE TIMING

At a slow meander, stopping for sightseeing
breaks, a scenic lunch, and photo opportunities,
you'd want to allow up to five hours for this
route. At a brisk, determined pace, a fit walker
could complete the walk around the island in
under three hours.

TRANSPORT

By car: It is possible to take cars onto the
island via the ferry from Haboro Town (JJ1%
M), from 11,000yen one way (prices depend
on legth of vehicle).

Public transport: This trail is accessible by
train or bus to Haboro Town (JJ1%M]) then ferry
via Yagishiri Island (§£/R5). For ferry details,
see the online route guide at https://hokw.jp/
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