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Lake Shikotsu Northwest Arc Lake Touring Map (1:25000)



Lake Details: This route is on Lake Shikotsu 
(支笏湖), which is a natural lake, about 
7.8km wide and 12km long. Lake Shikotsu 
has a shoreline of 40km, a maximum depth 
of 363m and an average depth of 265.4m. 
Water clarity (visibility) is 17.5m, and surface 
elevation is 247m.
Campgrounds: Bifue Campground - Bifue 
Campground is a sheltered, well-appointed 
campground located at the far western end 
of Lake Shikotsu. They have coin showers, 
basic foodstuffs, BBQ rental, laundry 
facilities, and covered outdoor cooking 
areas. The staff are very friendly and helpful. 
On weekends and public holidays, the 
campground can get very crowded, 
Contact telephone number is 0136-
42-2189.

EXTRA DETAILS

This day trip at the western end of Lake 
Shikotsu (支笏湖) allows access to 
some of the lake’s most remote shore-
lines. Along the way are classic Lake 
Shikotsu underwater ledges and cliffs, 
along with tree-lined pebble beaches. 
At the Okotanpe River mouth is a der-
elict lodge and campground, perma-
nently closed due to an old mudslide. 
On a clear day with a good long-range 
forecast, this can be a great day out for 
upper-intermediate paddlers with good 
self-suffi ciency skills.

LOCATION
The put-in and take-out location for this 
route is a public parking area just south of 
the Bifue Campground. Registered fi shing 
boats launch from the same general vicin-
ity, so take care and give them the right of 
way. If you’re staying at the Bifue Camp-
ground, then you can just put in from the 
campground.

GENERAL NOTES
Lake Shikotsu is quite easy to access from 
Sapporo City. It’s only 35km or so south of 
the city center. And yet, the lake is part of 
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the sprawling Shikotsu-Toya National Park, and 
boasts Japan’s cleanest water of any lake in the 
country. In the vicinity is great hiking (such as 
the prominent Tarumae-zan). The lake is easily 
accessed by bicycle either across the hilly Route 
453 from Sapporo’s western reaches, or via the 
Chitose-Shikotsu Cycleway from Chitose City. 
Access to the western end of the lake is by car 
only though.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
This full route, taking a short-cut across open 
water on the return, will take around 4 hours 
including time to smell the roses. If you’re trav-
elling in a single boat, or the lake conditions do 
not allow an open water crossing, you’ll need 
to allow an extra 45 minutes or so for a return 
along the lake edge.

After putting in just south of the Bifue River inlet 
(also marked as Chitose River on maps), head 
north along the western edge of the lake, past 
the Bifue Inlet and Bifue Campground. You’ll see 
plenty of people fi shing from the shore around 
the Bifue River Inlet, so make sure to make a 
wide berth. Beyond Bifue Campground, it is a 
matter of simply making your way north along 
the shore. If conditions are calm, with a stable 
forecast, it is possible to cut across this arcing 
shoreline, direct to the Okotanpe River mouth. 
You’ll miss out of some of the most spectacu-

lar underwater ledges and cliffs though, 
so it’s best to hug the shore. There’s a 
road marked on maps all along this north-
western shore, but this is now completely 
destroyed; this is a very remote shoreline.

TRANSPORT
By car | There is a large gravel carpark at 
the put-in location.
Public transport | The put-in location is 
not accessible by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES
Lake Shikotsu requires a great deal of 
humble respect. It is cold, deep, and prone 
to rough, strong winds. Only attempt this 
route if a full day of settled weather is 
forecast (see online route guide for weath-
er forecast links)). This particular corner 
of Lake Shikotsu is very remote. Landing 
locations are limited, and access to the 
shore beyond Bifue Campground is by 
water (or air by rescue helicopter) only. The 
Route 78 marked on maps is closed from 
Bifue Campground all the way to the Oko-
tanpe Lake lookout, high above the Oko-
tan Campground. Any assistance required 
will be water or air access only (even foot 
access is extremely limited). ■
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guide for 
GPS fi le, live water levels, and ex-
tra safety notes: https://hokw.jp/
shikotsu-nw
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructi ons on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If 
you’ve only got Lett er size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow 
the instructi ons below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, but the 
map will be clipped a litt le at the top and bott om.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitti  ng Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printi ng, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print opti on available 
on your printer (setti  ngs will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructi ons page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instructi on sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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