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This short section of the Toyohira Riv-
er (21| in the Jozankei Onsen area
has everything a complete beginner

the river, beautiful rocky gorge on either
side of the river, and hardly any flow to
speak of. The ultra-clear Shiroi River (
B3#t)1l) adds another dimension, with
its natural air-conditioning effect in the
summer. This route is best enjoyed from
the beginning to mid-October during the
peak of the autumn colors.

LOCATION
This route is on the Toyohira River at the
southern edge of the Jozankei Onsen vil-
lage, about 20km west of Sapporo City
central. The put-in location is a large raised
gravel area due east of the Jozankei View
Hotel. During the week it’s possible to park
up on the gravel area, but it can be busy
on the weekends. Best practice is to drive
down to the river, drop the canoes off and
then drive up to the large gravel parking
area about 100m up the road. There’s
almost no flow to speak of on this short
section of the Toyohira River, so you'll be
ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE ~ A* @Q?
Please visit the full route quide for gsg;&j." -

GPS file, live water levels, and ex- o!-"“"‘*e

tra safety notes: hitps://hokw.jp/
joz-canoe

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases
provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity
Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.
org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accu-
racy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product.
However, notification of any errors will be appreciated.
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SAPPORO AREA

putting in and taking out in the same spot.

GENERAL NOTES

This has to be one of the most popular paddling
spots in the Sapporo area for families, tourists,
and the more experienced wanting to relax in
a nice gorge on a crisp autumn day. That said,
given the very short distance of the route,
experienced paddlers might question the effort
involved in getting a boat on the water for what
could very easily be a 20 minute paddle. Best
to accept it as it is, and take one’s time to enjoy
the scenery.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

For experiences paddlers, this route will feel like
it’s over before you've started. So the idea is to
take it slow and just potter around, looking for
birds and taking photos. An hour is just about
right, including a couple of stops and paddling
practice.

Put in from the gravel landing area and paddle
downstream for about 150m, where you’ll likely
encounter the river flowing very shallow over a
gravel bank. When we were there we were able
to stay in the canoe, keeping to the far left, and
managed to get down, adding a few scratches
to the boat on the way. If you’re precious about
your boat, or you're in a delicate inflatable,
you’ll probably have to line down here, or make
a 10m portage across the gravel. From this little
speed-hump in the route, you’ll be floating bliss-
fully through a beautiful gorge, with the striking
red Nishikibashi bridge overhead. The official
Jozankei website calls this the Maizuru-no-Toro
pool. Carrying on, the sky will open out to a wid-
er valley, with the somewhat scary Ichi-no-sawa
dam to the right. Keeping left will take you to the
Shiroi River — a super cold, pristine clear river,
with a strong flow. To get very far up this river
you’ll need to have a pole and good poling skKills,
or pull your canoe upstream. Return the way you
came to get back to the put-in location.

TRANSPORT

By car | During the week when it’s not too
busy, cars can be parked on the gravel riv-
erbed. Otherwise, cars should be parked in
the large gravel parking area just up the
road.

Public transport | This route is not directly

accessible by public transport, but there
are a number of free shuttles going from
both Sapporo Station and Makomanai Sub-
way Station that will get you to Jozankei.
From anywhere in the Jozankei village, it
would be a 20 minute walk to the put in
location. Check the transport options on
the official Jozankei Onsen website here:
https://jozankei.jp/en/access.

SAFETY NOTES

The benign nature of the majority of this
route belies the real and objective danger
of the Ichi-no-sawa Dam (—®D3R4 L)
at the far end of the route. This 23m high
weir-like dam, built in 1926, is truly terrify-
ing, as there’s no rope or fence preceding
it. Canoeists will know about it, due to the
noise of water running over it, but canoe-
ists should, of course, keep well away from
it. A large sign (in Japanese) warns people
to keep away from it.

ONSEN NEARBY

The-Jozankei-Onsen area is- one-massive— —

onsen resort, with multiple options availa-
ble. If you're up for a 15 minute drive, the
Hoheikyo Onsen (SRR, 1000yen)
with its huge outdoor baths is a great
option for those who haven’t been there
before. If you're headed back to Sapporo,
our pick is the cheap and cheerful Matsu-
no-yu Onsen (¥aM:ZE =R, 650yen) next
to the Toyohira River — the very river you
spent time paddling on. Il

EXTRA DETAILS

River Details: This route is on Toyohira
River (£3F)11), or Sat-poro-pet in the Ainu
indigenous language. The river is a Class A
(—#%:m1)11) river, 75km in total length. This
section of the river is between 20m and

120m wide. The gradient for this

section of river is 0.5 mpk (2.64
FPM).
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