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CENTRAL HOKKAIDO

Chubetsu Lake
Canoeing

8.5km

Distance

4/10

Difficulty

2/5

Remoteness

Jun-Oct

Water clarity Best season

Lake Chubetsu (BB sits at the
headwaters of Chubetsu River, in the
foothills of Hokkaido’s highest moun-
tain, Asahidake The lake itself is one

Chubetsu Dam 13 years ago. On a good
day with plenty of water, views up to
the Daisetsuzan Range can be breath-
taking. The lake is popular for canoeing
events such as Montbell’s Sea to Sum-
mit event, and has a convenient artifi-
cial beach with easy access. If you're
spending a few days in Higashikawa or
the surrounding area, it is worth a pad-
dle - kayaks are available for hire at the
Higashikawa information center.
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LOCATION !
Chubetsu Lake is a lake sitting on the bor- '
der of Higashikawa Town and Biei Town on '
the northeastern side of the Daisetsuzan '
Range in central Hokkaido, just south of '
Asahikawa City. The most straight forward '
access to the lake for canoeing is from the '
Shinsui Park at the northeastern end of the '
lake on the Higashikawa Town side. There '
are flights of steps as well as a wheelchair '
accessible ramp down to the beach. :
\

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE ﬂ
Please visit the full route guide for
GPS file, live water levels, and ex-

tra safety notes: hitps://hokw.jp/
chubetsu-I
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Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases
provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity
Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.
org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accu-
racy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product.
However, notification of any errors will be appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

Chubetsu Dam is somewhat of an enigma. Its
setting is magnificently dramatic. On a clear
day the Daisetsuzan Range towers over the lake
in the distance, and the lake is surrounded by
dense forest, particularly on the Higashikawa
Town side. The dam itself serves a noble pur-
pose — protecting the lower-lying populated
areas from flood damage, generating renewable
electricity, and providing irrigation and drinking
water. On the other hand, as a multi-purpose
dam, the lake level is often kept relatively low
— this allows for storage capacity when heavy
flood-prone rains come. When the lake level is
lower than 100% full, the exposed lake-edge
rock and shoreline, with the tangled roots of
severed tree trucks clinging to the rocks, can be
somewhat of a mixed-emotion reminder of what
lies beneath the surface of these artificial lakes
after we’ve drowned the valley. That said, as far
as artificial lakes go in Hokkaido, Chubetsu Lake
is a nice one. Besides the view of the Daiset-
suzan National Park mountains, shorelines are
clean and free of sediment, and the braided
Chubetsu River runs relatively steeply and unen-
cumbered into the lake at the far eastern end.

Canoe rental: Sit-on kayaks and canoes can be
rented from the Higashikawa Information Center.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

Exepct to take between two and three hours
to complete the full circuit around the lake. We
paddled around the circumference of the lake in
an anti-clockwise direction, because we had a
brisk westerly breeze blowing and wanted to get
the headwind paddling out of the way, for a lei-
surely tailwind paddle back on the opposite side
of the lake. We felt that the best scenery along
the shoreline of the lake was on the northern
side of the lake. This side drops steeply into the
lake, with interesting exposed rock and plenty
of trees. That said, the southern side of the lake
had a few more shallow spots that ducks and

_other_birds_seemed to like. Unlike_many other |

up to the large earthen dam at the far western

E] dams in Hokkaido, it's possible to paddle right '

end of the lake. At the eastern end, make
sure to paddle up to where the Chubetsu
River flows into the lake. this impressive
mass of gravel and rocks is an amazing
testament to the river’s wild roots.

TRANSPORT

By car | There is ample parking at the put
in location at Shinsui Park.

Public transport | The put in location at
the Shinsui Park on the Higashikawa Town
side of the lake is not accessible by public
transport. However, if you’ve got a packraft
or similar packable canoe, it is possible to
take the Asahidake Ideyugo Bus from the
Higashikawa Information Center (AL
HVOIEEEE) to the Kokuritsukoen-iriguchi
Bus Stop (Eiz~E A M), which is about
a 1km walk to the lake via the Bokyo Park
access road to the lake, here. There may be
some clambering over driftwood required.
The timetable for the Ideyugo Bus is at the
very bottom of this Asahidake Ropeway
page. As of September 2019, buses from
the Higashikawa Information Center, bound
for Asahidake Ropeway, left the information
center at 8:06am, 10:36am, 2:06pm, and
6:36pm. The trip to the Kokuritukoen-irigu-
chi Bus Stop takes about 20 minutes. For
the return, as of September 2019, buses
left the Kokuritsukoen-iriguchi Bus Stop
bound for the Higashikawa Information
Center at 9:50am, 12:20pm, 3:50pm, and
6:20pm.

SAFETY NOTES

Like all lakes, take care to check weather
forecasts, and avoid the lake in high wind.
Escape routes from the lake are limited
in places, due to high shore-line slopes.
Make sure to tell someone where you're
going and when you expect to be back.

ONSENNEARBY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ —

If heading back to Higashikawa Town,
Hanakagura (DK KT IVIEMEZE,
650yen) is on the western side of Chubetsu
River — they have a good selection of baths,
including good outdoor baths. Of course,
about 20 minutes drive up the mountain
will get you to the Asahidake Onsen area,
with a number of good onsen to choose
from. Our pick of the bunch is Yukoman
Onsen (%7t BB, 800yen), with their
massive, cathedral-like high-ceiling wood-
en onsen complex. Il

EXTRA DETAILS

Lake Details: This route is on Chubetsu
Lake (251/;#8).The lake is a dam lake, about
1.2km wide and 4km long. It has a shoreline

of 9km and a maximum depth of
80m. The lake is at 407m above sea
level.
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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