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The wonderfully named and shapely
twin peaks of Horohoro-yama (RO7k0

11, 1322m) and_Tokushunhetsu-yama_(
fE5R% L, 1309m) are connected by a
high-level ridge that gives one of the
best day hikes in the vicinity of Sappo-
ro. Due to the cold winds off the Pacific
Ocean the forest is sparse higher up and
the ridge provides a fine open panora-
ma to the sea in one direction and Lake
Shikotsu and Yoteizan in the other. Each
mountain can be climbed separately in
only a few hours but it is better to take
longer and enjoy the ridge walk. They
can be climbed from either end out and
back, though starting from Tokushun-
betsu-yama gives a slightly shorter ini-
tial climb. This post describes the routes
from both trailheads.

LOCATION

These two hills lie southwest of Lake
Shikotsu and inland from the town of Shiraoi
on the Pacific coast halfway between the
cities of Muroran and Tomakomai, a little
under a two-hour drive from Sapporo. The

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE f
Please visit the full route guide for
GPS file, interactive map, and ex-

tra safety notes: https://hokw.jp/
tokuhoro

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases
provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity
Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.
org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accu-
racy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product.
However, notification of any errors will be appreciated.
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Horohoro-yama summit sits on the border of the
Shikotsu-Toya National Park. The Tokushunbetsu-
yama trailhead is on the western side of the small
range, and the trailnead for Horohoro-yama is on
the east.

GENERAL NOTES
The delightfully difficult kanji characters &=t

the track off the north ridge instead of the
main path.

TRANSPORT

By car

Tokushunbetsu-yama Trailhead 1E52%& 1
& LL1O: From the minor road that runs par-
allel to Route 453 north of Kitayuzawa 1t5

that form-the-Japanised name for Tokushunbetsu-- — 7R locate the-signposted -turning that-leads— ——

yama sound out the Ainu tushi-shu-un-pet,
meaning river of amemasu trout. Mountains were
often named after the rivers that issued from
them (Hokkaido Natsuyama Gaido 1, Hokkaido
Shimbunsha, p.178). Horo is common in Hokkaido
place names and means /arge in Ainu. The
summer hiking season for this area is from June
into November.

ROUTE NOTES

The trails from both trailheads are well defined
and signposted. The connecting ridge between the
two peaks takes 30-40 minutes in either direction
with some rocky steps near Horohoro-yama.

From Tokushunbetsu-yama Trailhead: The trail
begins at an altitude of about 700m. The first part
of the trail has been scoured by flash floods and is
a bit rough, but then climbs up through the forest,
crosses the stream and climbs more steeply up to
the ridge where a disused trail comes in from the
left. Continue up via switchbacks through shrub
birch to the summit in about two hours.

Trom‘HOTohT)rﬁ-yinTa Trailhead: The trall‘ﬁegms
at about 620m elevation past a small dam then up
beside a creek with a couple of crossings until you
reach a forest road. Cross this and continue on
up the trail past a viewpoint at 1050m and onto
a ridge and the summit in a little over two hours.
If descending from here be careful not to follow

~ ONSENNEARBY  — — — — — — — = — —

southeast past a campsite up to the trail-
head car park.

Horohoro-yama Trailhead =0 7RO 1LIE L
[: From Prefectural Route 86 (closed dur-
ing winter) that connects Date and Shiraoi
townships turn southwest on to a signpost-
ed gravel road leading to the trailhead and
parking area in 4.5km.
Public transport: There
transport access.

is no public

SAFETY NOTES

Although relatively short, the route traverses
exposed terrain on the ridge and can be a
dangerous place in bad weather with real
risks of hypothermia for poorly equipped
hikers. Conditions can change quickly, it is
very exposed to the wind from the ocean
and the upper slopes can be much colder
than down at the trailhead. Carry appropri-
ate gear. Like all high mountain terrain in
Hokkaido it is bear country so take the usual
precautions.

Kitayuzawa onsen b5 R:ER is just down
Route 453 towards Date and has vari-
ous options including the unassuming but
sprawling hotspring facility that is Horohoro-
so RO7RAYE (850yen).. m
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STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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