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SAPPORO AREA

lkushunbetsu
River Slalom
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The Ikushunbetsu River (£2Z51)1]) sla-
lom course is a series of artificial drops

“on a straight section of the river, about

wa Dam (#E4 L) in Mikasa City (
=%1h). With the surrounding access
managed by the Mikasa Canoe Club (
=% HX—957), this is the venue for
annual slalom competitions, such as the
popular i-Cup. At only about 250m long
for the main section, it’s a great place to
spend an afternoon doing drills.

LOCATION AND ACCESS

The Ikushunbetsu River flows into and out
of the Katsurazawa Dam at the head of the
Mikasa Valley, about 20km northeast of
Iwamizawa City, northeast of Sapporo City.
This short section of the river is fully set
up for access to and from the river, from
multiple points. There’s a large grassy car
parking area next to the river. Take a right
off Route 116 (here) — you’ll see a large
wooden sign on the corner. In Japanese
it says #REFR X +—1% (Katsurazawa

National Ski Area). For such a grandiose name, :

the ski area is nothing much. Drive down the |
foad to the firstconcealed left-on-the inside of a- |
bend. Follow this down, through an underpass, |
and down to the river. Take a left onto a gravel
access road next to the toilets.

Boats can be put in anywhere along this section
of river, including further upstream — there’s a
rough footpath along the river.

GENERAL NOTES

The water level of the Ikushunbetsu Riv-
er is entirely dependent on how much water
is being let out of Katsurazawa Dam, about
2.5km upstream. We were lucky to have just
over 14m3/s being let out of the dam when we
were there (see online route guide for dam out-
flow data links). According to a regular paddler
we met there, usually after the end of August
only about 2m3/s is let out of the dam — the
most reliable time to paddle is May-August. At
14m3/s, the flow was fast — so much so that we
decided to avoid Drop 2 all together — there was
some dangerous looking backwash.
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ROUTE NOTES
Even experienced paddlers could happily

spend a full morning er an afterneon-surf-— ——

ing on the multiple drops along this short
course built for slalom competitions. From
the upper bridge to the lower bridge, it's
only about 500m, so it is just a quick 10
minute blat down the river.

The furthest that foot access goes along
this route is the upper bridge. From here,
it’s possible to ferry across to the middle
of the river to get a straight shot down
the first wave-train. There are a couple of
smaller drops along this straight section of
river before a dog-leg bend. You're now on
the main 250m straight section with the
three substantial drops. After the first large
drop there are very good eddies on either
side of the main flow that will take paddlers
back up to the drop. The same goes for the
second drop which is the largest of the
three, here. The final drop is smallest, and
beyond this paddlers can get out anywhere
along the river right side. The final point for
taking out with good, easy access is just
before the hard left bend downstream.
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE ~ &° - P S :

- | : . TRANSPORT
Please visit the full route guide for . By car | There is plenty of parking along
GPS file, interactive map, and ex-

i1 safety notes. hitns://hokw.io/ . the main slalom section.

lusatom > M PSMOKWIR . Public transport | There are no public
, transport options for this route.

 SAFETY NOTES

. This course is relatively forgiving when it
. comes to capsizing a Canadian canoe, but
. only to an extent. When the water is high,
. / : . as it was when we were there, there isn’t
MAP, TEXT, PHOTOS | Rob Thomson 8 | much of a buffer at the downstream end of
hokkaidowilds.org 2019/10/05 . the section before the river gets very steep.

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases
provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity
Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.
org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accu-
racy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product.
However, notification of any errors will be appreciated.

MAP FOLD & LAYOUT CONCEPT | Dominika Gan ‘

. ONSEN NEARBY

. The closest onsen is the Yumoto Onsen (
. #mTTmR, 500yen) just 2km up the road.
; The building has an old-times feel, and the

| natural spring water is a great

Unless indicated otherwise, all content on this PDF (pages 1 to 2) is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License
(CC BY-SA 4.0). Please attribute <author-name> (hokkaidowilds.org),
and let us know so we can link to your work. E.g., “Photo by Rick Siddle
(hokkaidowilds.org)*

. way to relax after some intense
. paddling. W
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.

Print
STEP 2 .
. . . . . . . . (mine; v roperties jvans Hel

Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl P, OK CBHImine) || properties || Advncen | e
+ Pon your keyboard), Copies: [1 El g::::kg/:‘sjle(méckandwm(e)
STEP 3 Pages to Print Comments & Forms

Oal | Document v
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected. ;Pges“iu

* More Options’ d Document: 8.3 x 11.7in
STEP 4 Page Sizing & Handiing (D 827 x 11.69 Inches
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”. | s | pese || s | sooe |

OFit
STEP 5 ©® Actual size

. . . . . TSk overs [ s

For best results, select the highest quality print option available Oeusomsolb o %
on your printer (settings will vary). A,

Print on both sides of paper
STEP 6 @ Fliponlong edge (O Flip on short edge
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages Orentation:

IS P . (®) Auto portrait/landscape

that don'’t include this instruction sheet. Oportait

() Landscape
S'I:EP“7 L U
Click “Print”. Page20t2 (3)

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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