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Tarumae-zan
Ski Touring

o A

1023m

Highest point

687m

Total Climb

16km

Distance

5/10

Difficulty

Jan-Mar

Best season

Taruame-zan (#€g7LL1, 1041m) is a very
active volcano on the southern side of
Lake Shikotsu caldera, about 40km
south of Sapporo City. The summit
gives expansive views of Lake Shikot-
su and the Tomakomai Plains. Almost
perpetual wind strips the upper ridg-
es of snow, so crampons are recom-
mended. If approaching the mountain
on ski, then you may find that youw’ll
need to depot the skis part way up.
The hut at the summer trailhead has a
hutkeeper year round, but is not avail-
able for overnight stays, except in an
emergency.

LOCATION

This winter route up Tarumae-zan starts
from the junction of Route 141 and Route
276, next to Lake Shikotsu. Note that this
is nowhere near the official trailhead,
which is next to the hut. In winter, Route
141, as well as the gravel access road to
the hut, is not open.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE x

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://bit.ly/taruski

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warrant%/ of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

Tarumae-zan is a popular volcano to climb
in the non-snow months. It is known as a
relatively easy half-day hike for some amazing
views of Lake Shikotsu below. In the winter
months, however, persistent wind howls cross
its crater, stripping snow from its exposed
ridges, leaving ice and rock in its wake. The
6.5km from the main Route 276 next to the
lake to the hut can’t be driven in winter either.
This means it is a long walk along relatively
flat terrain just to get to the trailhead. If you're
willing to make the trek, however, Tarumae-
zan can be a fantastic good-weather winter
hike. Making the approach on skis is highly
recommended, as this will make the return
much faster.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

In winter, it is best to assume you'll be
navigating on your own, with no route markers,
from the hut to the summit. Bank on about 3
hours total from the Route 276 road junction to
the summit. Expect around 2 hours to the hut.
On the return, expect about 1.5 hours — on skis
there will be some poling to be done, as Route
141 is not particularly steep. If you’re on skis,
you probably won’t need skins on the descent
along the road.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is room for about 10 cars in a
cleared parking lot at the Route 276 junction.
Public transport: There are no public transport
options for this route.

SAFETY NOTES
Tarumae-zan is not to be taken lightly in win-
ter. There are no defining features once you're

past the hut, so it would be very easy to
get disoriented in low visibility. The wind
on the treeless slopes can be fierce.

ONSEN NEARBY

There are a handful of onsen in the main
Shikotsu Village, on the eastern shores
of Lake Shikotsu. For cheap-and-cheer-
ful, try the Kyuka-no-Mura Shikotsuko (
RIBDHZ%55#). They don’t have an
outdoor bath, but they’re open later (il
5pm) than any other onsen in the area.
For something more upmarket, Mizu-no-
Uta (ZKD ), next to the bus stop, can’t
be beaten. H

TARUMAEZAN 7-GOME HUT

2 T i @

Details: Has a hutkeeper year-round. Only
available for overnight use in emergencies.
Has large coke stove.

Capacity: 10 persons.

Cost: Free.

Contact: Tomakomai City Council, TEL:
0144-32-6448.

Booking details: Cannot be booked -
overnight use is only allowed in emergencies.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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