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Mt. Muroran (Z/ &, 911m) is a sim-
ple half-day hike about 8km north
of central Muroran City on the south
coast of Hokkaido. Along the way is
the cute little Hakucho Hut - it’s free
to stay overnight, and the hutkeeper
is friendly and helpful. From the top of
Mt. Muroran, yow’ll have great views
across Lake Toya to the north, and the
Pacific Ocean to the south. On the way
down the Western Ridge Track, the
industrial town of Muroran will be in
sight most of the way..

LOCATION

This half-day hike starts at the Danpara
Ski Area, about 8km north of central
Muroran City on the south coast of
Hokkaido. Mt Muroran essentially sits
between the Pacific Ocean and Lake Toya,
so the peak offers views across both.

GENERAL NOTES

Mt. Muroran (Z &) is not the official
name of this mountain — it’s actually Mt.
Washibetsu (BZ5&). It was named M.
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Washibetsu in the Edo period, but goes by Mt.
Muroran these days. In the non-snow months,
the hike up Mt. Muroran is an easy one. It has
amazing bang-for-buck value, due to the views
across both Lake Toya and the Pacific Ocean.
This particular route guide does the full loop
from the hut (Hakucho Hutte) up the Summer
Trail, then traverses west along to the Western
Ridge Trail for the descent. Arguably this is the
preferred direction (anti-clockwise around the
loop), as the descent down the Western Ridge
offers sustained and unobstructed views of
Muroran City and Oshima Peninsula the entire
way down.

ROUTE NOTES

The route is signposted (in Japanese) at all
major junctions. From the ski area carpark to
the hut is 15 minutes. From the hut to the Mt.
Muroran summit is about 1 hour.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is ample parking (130 car car-
park) just before the ski area.

Public transport: There are no public transport
options for this route.

SAFETY NOTES

Despite a relative lack of snow (compared with
Rusutsu only 30km north), in the snow-bound
months (mid-November till early May), the
mountain is home to very harsh winter weath-
er and is not to be taken lightly. The hutkeeper
informed us that Mt. Muroran has the third-
most frequent search and rescue callouts of
any mountain in Hokkaido. Known as an easy
climb, the mountain does tend to atiract the
unprepared. Distances are short, but that’s no
excuse not to be prepared.

ONSEN NEARBY
If you're heading back to Sapporo City, then
it would be worth dropping into Noboribet-

su Onsen (BFSER) on the way home
for a soak. You'll have to expect to pay
around 1,500yen for the onsen here, but
they are very impressive — massive com-
plexes with great outdoor pool options.
The two I've been to include Noboribetsu
Grand Hotel (1,500yen per person) and
the Takimoto-kan (2,000yen per person
or 1,500yen after 4pm). The Grand Hotel
has a gorgeous outdoor bathing area,
whereas the Takimoto-kan has the most
enormous indoor bathing area I've ever
experienced. It also looks out over the
Noboribetsu geothermal area. There are
also plenty of more reasonable places to
have a soak — http://noboribetsu-spa.jp/
pickup/higaeri/ m

HAKUCHO HUTTE
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Details: Cute little cabin only 15mins walk
from trailhead, with roaring hot fire. Year-
round hutkeeper.

Capacity: 30 persons.

Cost: Free.

Management: Muroran Gymnasium (=
A BEE)

Contact: TEL: 0143-44-7521.

Booking details: No need to book.
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