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SAPPORO AREA

Kimobhetsu-
dake

667m

Total Climb

1177m

Highest point

12km

Distance

6/10

Difficulty

Jan-Apr

Best season

Described in the guidebook as some
of the best backcountry skiing in the
Sapporo area, Kimobetsu-dake (Ej%
BUE, 1177m) is a mainstay for ski-
ers seeking a solid day out in the hills
in close proximity to Sapporo City. In
good stable conditions, the whole
south bowl is a veritable feast of ter-
rain, but this route is the conservative
option that still packs some punch.
The broad southwest ridge gives good,
relatively exposure-free access to the
summit. It’s also a great downhill run
with plenty of area and well-spaced
trees.

LOCATION

This Kimobetsu-dake route is on the
western side (Kimobetsu Town side) of
Nakayama Pass in southern Hokkaido,
and is accessed from a carpark about
500m down the road from the trailhead.
[t's about 1.5 hours from downtown
Sapporo City, past Jozankei.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/kimo

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rante/ ©of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

Hokkaido Wilds author Rick Siddle ranks
Kimobetsu-dake in his list of top destinations
for backcountry skiing in the Sapporo City
vicinity. This is not least of all due to the nature
of that broad, nicely angled southwestern
ridge, with well-spaced trees. The navigation
up the route is fairly straight-forward too, with
high-tension powerlines cutting across the
route part way up. The route also follows a
forestry road part of the way up.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

This route is not marked. Expect about 3.5
hours in total for the skin up, and 1.5 hours
back down. The route is not marked. From
the car parking spot, walk about 400m up
the main road to the forestry road entrance,
around here. It’s likely you’ll need to scramble
up the snowbanks from the road. From here,
head due north, and find a suitable snowbridge
to cross the river. still heading due north from
the river, you’ll eventually hit the snowed in
forestry road marked on the map — this may
not be immediately obvious with a 5m base of
snow. Roughly follow the forestry road uphill
due north, cutting corners where possible. At
around 730m, you’ll leave the road and carry
on up the prominent ridge, which will become
narrower the higher you climb. From the 990m
point, head due north-northeast, where the
trees will start to thin out even more. The last
few hundred meters along the exposed and
broad, featureless summit ridge are easy going
in good weather. If visibility is low, it's best not
to push it — it can be extremely disorienting up
there in a whiteout. The return is the same way
as the uptrack. In the GPS file attached to this
post, you'll notice we traversed to the west of
our up-route, and wrapped around the east of
the 570m-ish knob directly above the car park.
This allows a more direct return to the carpark,
but you’ll need to put skins back on for this.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is a car parking area about
400m down the road from the trailhead.
Public transport: This route is not
accessible by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES

From the guidebook — “Take care on the
eastern side of the summit ridge; this
ridge can develop some very large, dan-
gerous cornices. Also, take care when
returning back down from the summit
in low visibility conditions.” | can speak
from experience that it is extremely easy
to be duped into happily skiing towards
the west, when you should be heading
south. The peak is fairly nondescript and
flat, so take care when in low visibility
conditions. This route, like all ski touring
routes on Hokkaido Wilds, is very much
the backcountry — it is not patrolled, and
there is no avalanche control. All skiers

should be proficient in navigating on their —

own, have their own avalanche rescue
equipment, and be versed in its use. Also
note that despite its relative low height
of 1177m, like other mountains in Hok-
kaido, temperatures can plunge to -20°C
with windchill — always err on the side of
bringing that extra puffer.

ONSEN NEARBY

The closest natural onsen would be
Kogane-yu Onsen (/\&i&:&%) or Mat-
su-no-yu (jKxiz, just below Kogane-
yu) just past Jozankei on the way back
to Sapporo. If you're approaching from
Niseko, then head to one of the many
nice onsen in the Niseko area on your
way back.
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