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この地図の作成に当たっては、国⼟地理院⻑の承認を得て、同院発⾏の基盤
地図情報及び電⼦地形図（タイル）を使⽤した。（承認番号平30情使、第
867号）。また、1/25,000植⽣図GISデータ（環境省⽣物多様性センターも使
⽤し、hokkaidowilds.orgが作成・加⼯したものである。
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We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital
basemap (tiles) and basemap data, with the Authority director's permission (no.
Hei-30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale vegetation map data
created by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free Avenza
Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your location in
real time: https://hokw.jp/geonito

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route
guide for route description, GPS file, and safety notes:
https://hokw.jp/nito
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There are 13 major peaks in the Nise-
ko Range, and Nitonupuri (ニトヌプ
リ, 1080m) is the one of the lowest, 
tucked away behind an imposing 
false peak. Given the easy access to 
its lower flanks, however, Nitonupuri 
is one of the range’s most popular for 
a relatively quick morning or after-
noon ski. With two distinct ‘steps’ to 
the mountain, separated by a compact 
plateau, skiers can adjust plans on the 
fly according to conditions. The steep 
climb to the plateau, as well as the 
steep slope above it offer very good, 
lappable skiing potential. Our hot tip to 
Hokkaido Wilds readers is arrive early 
at the trailhead to avoid missing out 
on parking.

LOCATION
The summit of Nitonupuri is tucked 
away in the Niseko Range behind a false 
peak, in between the popular peaks of 
Iwaonupuri and Chisenupuri. The start of 
this route is at the closed winter gate near 

Nitonupuri 
Summit Route

the turn off to Goshiki hot springs, on Route 66.

GENERAL NOTES
Nitonupuri means ‘the mountain with a forest’ 
in the Hokkaido indigenous Ainu language. 
The mountain is one of the many dormant 
volcanoes that make up the Niseko Range. 
The majority of this Nitonupuri summit route is 
most certainly more of a ski than a walk, with 
some fantastic downhill and lappable slopes 
both down below and up top. The final push to 
the true summit, however, does require some 
rather flat traversing. It’s likely that most skiers 
headed to the summit will leave their skins on 
for the return to below the false summit. That 
said, if the weather is good, it’s worth taking 
the extra 20 minutes or so to bag this minor 
peak on the Niseko Range. Good views are had 
down to the coast at Iwanai, east to Iwaonupuri 
and Annupuri, and west towards Chisenupuri.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
This route is not marked. Expect about 2.5 
hours in total for the skin up, and 1 hour back 
down. The first step in making a successful 
attempt on Nitonupuri is get to the trailhead 
early. Not because this is a long, arduous 
route, but because this route has one of the 
most popular, crowded trailheads in the Niseko 
Range, with no cleared parking. If you arrive 
any later than around 9am, you may find the 
only parking available is on the roadside, 
which is technically illegal. See vehicle access 
notes below. Having arrived nice and early 
in your prime parking position, gear up and 
start skinning up Route 66 beyond the closed 
(probably buried) gate. In around 250m, you’ll 
come across a large road sign, just beyond 
the bridge. Cut up the steep slope to the right 
of the road, and zigzag your way up to the 
874m plateau. If the weather is foul, this may 
be about as far as you get up Nitonupuri. This 
first slope below the plateau is prime lapping 
terrain, however, so you’ll still have plenty of 
fun keeping low in the trees.

If the weather allows it, push on across the 
plateau, and ascend up the looker’s left ridge 

of the headwall. From here it’s a 100m 
climb up to a knob on the ridge. Past the 
knob is another 60m or so of vertical 
climb, before starting a low-angle contour 
around the left of the false peak (also 
referred locally to the Nitonupuri South 
Peak). Don’t be tempted to climb all the 
way up the false peak, as you’ll only need 
to descend down the other side in order 
to get to the Nitonupuri Summit. Follow 
the contours around until the last small 
push to the summit. This route returns the 
way it came.

TRANSPORT
By car: There is a small area at the end 
of the snowclearing on Route 66, where 
four or five cars can fit without having to 
park on the side of the road. If this small 
area is already full, you may see others 
parked on the side of the road, hard up 
against the snowbanks on the left side 
of Route 66. Technically, this is illegal for 
a number of reasons, and can effective-
ly reduce Route 66 to one lane, causing 
traffic headaches. While we haven’t heard 
of vehicles being towed, please obey any 
signs posted, and always make as much 
effort as possible to not obstruct traffic.  
Public transport: This route is not 
accessible by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES
The main point of concern on this route is 
the steep first slope from the road. While 
the route outlined here traverses relative-
ly well anchored snow, there are clearer 
areas which skiers should be aware of. 
Also note that this route is very much 
the backcountry – it is not patrolled, and 
there is no avalanche control. All skiers 
should be proficient in navigating on their 
own, have their own avalanche rescue 
equipment, and be versed in its use. Also 
note that despite its relative low height 
of 1080m, like other mountains in Hok-
kaido, temperatures can plunge to -20°C 
with windchill – always err on the side of 
bringing that extra puffer.

ONSEN NEARBY
The natural choice of post-ski onsen for 
this route is the gorgeous Yuki-chichibu 
Onsen (雪秩父温泉, 700yen). Famous 
for its outdoor baths and mud-infused 
waters, this is an onsen that should not 
be missed. They also have a restaurant, 
operating from 11:30am till 3pm each 
day. ■
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guide for GPS 
file, interactive map, and extra safety 
notes: http://hokw.jp/nito
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If 
you’ve only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow 
the instructions below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, but the 
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available 
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructions page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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