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Japanese Map Glossary

bunki Syl junction
cho g town
dake/mine /2 peak
eki ER station
goya/koya N hut
hinangoya BN shelter
ike ) pond
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kako x0 crater
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kyo 3 gorge
numa A pond
onsen JBR hot spring
sawa iR stream
taira/daira ¥ plateau
tani/dani a valley
taki & waterfall
toge 3 pass
yama/san/zan 1L mountain
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We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital
basemap (tiles) and basemap data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-
30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale vegetation map data created
by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http:/gis.biodic.go.jp).




NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

Chitokaniushi-
yama
A

1446m

Highest point

"

570m

Total Climb

#x

8.7km

Distance

6.5/10

Difficulty

Feb-Apr

Best season

The ski touring route up Chitokani-
ushi-yama (FrAHZ=o14, 1446m)
starts high up on the Kitami Pass (
bR ks, 857m) in northern Hokkaido.
This gives relatively easy access to
good snow and amazing views of the
surrounding northern Daisetsu moun-
tains. The basic up-and-back route
along the southwestern ridge allows
some good skiing, but experienced
backcountry skiers will enjoy sam-
pling the various faces and bowls from
the summit. If conditions are stable,
the south-southwest bowl or the steep
western face just below the summit
are good candidates for laps.

LOCATION

Chitokaniushi-yama in the Kitami

mountains sits just to the north of the
Daisetsuzan range in northern Hokkaido.
The trailhead for this winter ski touring
route up the mountain starts at the
entrance to a forestry road near Kitami
Pass.
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Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rante/ ©of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

On a clear day, you can’t miss Chitokaniushi-
yama if anywhere near Kitami Pass. Its rounded
summit and thick ridge leading up from Kitami
Pass is unmistakable. As such, it’s one of the
very popular peaks for backcountry skiers and
boarders in the Kitami Pass area. It’s worth
noting that from the carpark it’s about 2.5km
of only very gently ascending terrain before
climbing starts in earnest. In order to make
this route more of a ski than a walk, skiers will
need to make the most of their time at altitude
above 1000m by lapping the steep western
face just below the summit, or skiing the
south-southwest bowl and drainage (note that
both of these options will require very stable
snowpack conditions).

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

This route is sporadically marked with tape
tied to trees. Such markings are not official,
however, so it's best to assume you’ll be
navigating on your own. Bank on just under
three hours from car to summit, and just under
two hours back down. Add on about an hour if
skiing/lapping the western face.

Clamber up the snow bank at the snowed-in
entrance to the forestry road on the Kamikawa
side of Kitami Pass. Follow the forestry road
for 1.5km. When the road makes a hard right
hairpin, leave the road and continue straight up
to the wide plateau-like ridge above. Once on
the plateau, it’s another 1km or so on only very
gently ascending terrain before the climbing
starts in earnest from around altitude 1000m.
From here, just follow your nose upwards, and
you'll be funneled up to a false peak at 1258m.
If your visit has been preceded by high winds,
the final 200m or so of vertical climb may
be on hard packed snow and/or ice. In most
cases you’ll be on skis to the summit, but be
prepared to bootpack if necessary.

On the descent, the easiest route down is
back the way you came. If you have the time
and energy for more climbing, however, the
steep western-aspect slope just down from
the summit to the skier’s right of the ridge
is sublime. This will give skiers about 300m
vertical descent on a steep slope with well
spaced trees. Just before the slope funnels
into a maze of deep gullies, switch back to
skins and make a long sweeping climb back
to the summit ridge, and head back to the
trailhead via the forestry road.

TRANSPORT
By car: Kitami Pass is very easily accessed

via the Asahikawa-Monbetsu Express-
way (MB)II#RIE8)EE). Get off at
the Ukishima Interchange (%E&IC) and
access Kitami Pass on Route 333. Inci-

dentally, there’s no toll on the express-
way from the Pippu Kita Interchange. At
the trailhead, there’s room for up to about
10 cars in the cleared parking area. Just
up the road is the gigantic Kitami Pass
parking area too, so there’s no shortage
of parking for this route.

Public transport: This route is not
accessible by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES

The main southwest ridge is relatively
well defined, but when descending down
to the flat section of the ridge, there are
a couple of spots where one might be
tempted to veer off course to the right
or left. Take special care in low visibility
conditions to double-check your loca-
tion frequently. Also note that while the
south-southwest bowl and steep western
face can offer great skiing, avalanches
would run far into very tight and deep ter-
rain traps — exercise extreme caution if
considering skiing these areas.

ONSEN NEARBY

There aren’t many onsen very close to
Kitami Pass, or in Kamikawa Village. If
your travels are taking you to Sounkyo,
then the Kurodake no Yu (E&EMD5) in
Sounkyo (600yen per person) is a nice
place for a soak. This place also serves
delicious ltalian food (pasta and pizza) in
the ground floor restaurant. If staying at
the great-value Rikugeian AirBnB in Pip-
pu, then we’d recommend the Yuyu Pippu
hot pools just up the road (f&a0>.R,
500yen). Yuyu Pippu also serves good
value food in their restaurant. Il
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