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NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

Higashikotan-

betsu-yama
(Kiritachi Pass)

378m

Total Climb

615m

Highest point

9
4.6km

Distance

5/10

Difficulty

Dec-Apr

Best season

Kiritachi Pass (7%1iZl, 387m) is one
of the coldest, snowiest low-elevation
passes in Hokkaido. Directly to the
south of the pass, accessed via an easy
ridge-line traverse, is an unnamed
peak, known locally as Higashikotan-
betsu-yama (3R &5 /3511, 615m). From
the peak, there is excellent skiing on
westerly and northerly aspects, bely-
ing the peak’s low stature. The vertical
drop on each lap is not much more than
200m, but invest in a good skin-track,
and a whole wealth of terrain becomes
accessible for a day’s worth of skiing
for the enterprising ski tourer.

LOCATION

Higashikotanbetsu-yama sits to the
south of Kiritachi Pass on the border of
Horokanai Town and Tomamae Town in
northern Hokkaido, about 1.5hrs north of
Asahikawa city. This route from Kiritachi
Pass to the summit of Higashikotanbetsu-
yama starts from the car parking area at

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE x

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://bit.ly/kirtch

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, exFressed or implied,
including the war_rante/ ©of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
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the pass.

GENERAL NOTES

Like most ski touring routes in Horokanai
(Japan’s coldest and lowest population density
town), this route to Higashikotanbetsu-yama is
accessed via a road pass. Unlike other pass-
based routes in Horokanai, however, this route
gains altitude nicely on the way up, allowing
for some great downhill skiing, even on the
return from the peak. Out of all the routes
in Horokanai, this route may have the most
reliable snowpack — it starts relatively high,
and this northern corner of Horokanai gets
some of the area’s coldest temperatures.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

This route is not marked. Expect about 1.5 hrs
from the carpark at the pass to the summit
of Higashikotanbetsu-yama, and another
30 minutes back down. Each lap from the
summit on the northwestern face of the peak
will take about 45 minutes, including climbing
time. Starting from the Kiritachi Pass parking
area, head slightly up towards the pass before
climbing up onto a narrow, heavily wooded
spur to the right. This somewhat cramped
spur isn’t steep, but you’ll be weaving through
spindly young-growth trees for about 600m
before finally coming to the base of the wide
ridge to the the summit. This ridge is a slope
with well-spaced old-growth trees — a short
but absolute joy of a blast on the descent. The
actual summit is a relatively low-key affair. It’s
broad and featureless, with no summit sign.
From the summit, there is excellent skiing on
slopes to the west and northwest. This slope
is well worth investing in a good central skin
track, and doing a few laps. On the return,
climb back up to the summit, and return the

way you came to the car park.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is ample parking in the
Kiritachi Pass parking area.

Public transport: There are no public
transport direct to this route.

SAFETY NOTES

Horokanai is well known for its bone-chill-
ing cold temperatures. Plan accordingly,
with extra cold-weather gear.

ONSEN NEARBY

Just down the road is the excellent Seiwa
Onsen (BWLMORSR/VA >/, 500yen)
next to the michi-no-eki. At 500yen per
person, there’s an attached soba restau-
rant, plus sauna and outdoor baths. Il
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The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS

2

\,\OKKA’DO
WILDS

3

hokkaidowilds.org CC BY-SA 4.0




	higashikotanbetsu-yama-map-Ver1_300
	higashikotanbetsu-yama_ski_tour_topomap_description_Ver1

