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NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

Minamiasaba-

yama
(Horokanai Pass)

©

2hrs 305m 952m

Highest point

Time Total Climb

e’
3.9km

Distance

Dec-Mar

Best season

410

Difficulty

Minamiasaba-yama (@5;%331L, 552m)
is a popular minor peak accessi-
ble from Horokanai Pass (fZANPIIE,
278m). When snow conditions are
right, the peak allows for some very
accessible lappable slopes. Despite
the peak’s low height, Horokanai
consistently has some of Hokkaido’s
lowest temperatures and very high
snowfall, making this some of the best
low-altitude skiing you’ll do in Hokkai-
do.

LOCATION

Minamiasaba-yama is a minor peak
to the northwest of Horokanai Pass in
northern Hokkaido, about 1 hour north of
central Asahikawa City. This route starts
at the Horokanai Pass parking area on the
Horokanai Town side of the tunnel.

GENERAL NOTES
Like most ski touring routes in Horokanai
(Japan’s coldest and lowest population

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://bit.ly/minasa

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Bose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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density town), this route from Horokanai Pass
to Minamiasaba-yama is accessed via a road
pass. This means plenty of parking, and some
good elevation already gained.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

This route is not marked. Expect about 1.5 hour
from carpark to the summit of Minamiasaba-
yama, and just over another 30 minutes back
down. From the Horokanai Pass parking area
on the Horokanai town side of the tunnel walk
back up along the road to about 50m before
the tunnel. From there, climb up onto the snow
and start skinning. Find a good spot to gain
the ridge to your left, and follow this up to the
summit. There are a couple of quite flat spots
in between, before a last sustained climb up
to the non-descript, rather flat summit. There’s
one lone small sign on a spindly tree indicating
the approximate summit point. On the descent,
any of the bowls to the skier’s left of the main
ridge can be enjoyed, but watch for glide-
cracks from late February onwards.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is ample parking in the Horoka-
nai Pass parking area.

Public transport: There are no public transport
direct to this route.

SAFETY NOTES

We’ve never seen as many glide-cracks any-
where in Hokkaido as we did on the slopes off
the main ridge of this route (early March, 2019,
and late Feb 2020). The main, wide ridge was
not a problem, but care should be taken if
venturing off into any of the bowls along the

route. We've never seen glide-cracks on
any of the other routes we’ve skies in
Horokanai, so it seems to be a localized
issue to this particular area directly west
of Horokanai Pass. Also note that Horoka-
nai is well known for its bone-chilling
cold temperatures. Plan accordingly, with
extra cold-weather gear.

ONSEN NEARBY

Just down the road is the excellent Seiwa
Onsen (BULIRERILA >/, 500yen)
next to the michi-no-eki. At 500yen per
person, there’s an attached soba restau-
rant, plus sauna and outdoor baths. Il
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