Sankokunai

Raiden-yama Footbhills
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740m

Total Climb

970m

Highest point

7.2km

Distance

6/10

Difficulty

Feb-Apr

Best season

Sankokunai (=[EM, 970m) is a
prominence on the Yoshiguni Route
(FE3—X) up Raiden-yama (ZF
L4, 1211m) at the far western end of
the Niseko Range. There’s some good
western-aspect skiing off the main
southern ridge, so this route makes for
a good alternative to going all the way
to the top of Raiden-yama. Even from
970m, there’ll be good views along the
Niseko Range, as well as south across
the Rankoshi Plains.

LOCATION

This route up to Sankokunai on the
Yoshiguni Route up Raiden-yama is on
the southern side of the far western
end of the Niseko Range in southern
Hokkaido. The route starts at the last
residential dwelling up a mnior road in
Rankoshi Town.

GENERAL NOTES

Via most routes up Raiden-yama’s broad
southern face, skiers seeking to stand
upon it’s summit will need a solid 7 hours
or more for the return trip. Some of the

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/sankok
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better skiing on the mountain, however, can be
had from minor peaks along the way — such
as this minor peak called Sankokunai (=[E
™). Navigation is relatively straight forward,
as the route follows a major ridge once off the
forestry road.

On the descent, the main ridge offers very
good skiing, as do the two major spurs on the
southwestern side of the ridge. This allows
for options to choose aspect depending on
snow conditions — we encountered breakable
suncrust on the southern aspects, but were
able to get some good skiing on the more
westerly aspects of the first of the two
southwesterly spurs.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

This route is not marked. This simple up-and-
back route will likely take most people just
over 3 hours on the ascent, and about one
hour on the descent. From the last dwelling on
the road, head up a snowed in forestry road
through a plantation conifer forest. Beyond
the 269m point, the ridge opens up, with well-
spaced old-growth trees. It’s just one ridge all
the way up, so there should be little concern
of getting lost when visibility is good. The final
approach to the summit is steep, so check
snow stability before zigagging your way up. At
the top of the slope is a cornice that may need
chiseling away to gain access to the summit
plateau. From the broad 970m summit, there’ll
be impressive views north towards Raiden-
yama. This route returns the way it came.

However, on the descent, slopes to the
skier’s right of the ridge (to the west) also
offer good skiing.

TRANSPORT

By car: At the end of the snowclearing,
there’s room for 4-5 cars to park. Do not
park in the snow-clearer’s turn-around
spot — park at least 50m down the road
from the end of the snowclearing, so
as to not be in the way. The Hokkaido
Yukiyama Guidebook suggests that after
heavy snowfall, snow-clearing machinery
will most certainly conduct snow-clearing
at some point during the day — you may
need to spend up to 15 minutes shoveling
out your own parking space off to the side
of the road so as to not be in the way.
Public transport: There are no public
transport options for this route.

SAFETY NOTES

On the final, steep treeless approach to
the summit, it would pay to check snow
stability after heavy snowfall before
entering the slope — it’s steep and lacks
anchors.

ONSEN NEARBY

One of our favourite onsen in Rankoshi
is the lovely Yusenkaku Onsen (445R B,
500yen) next to Konbu JR train station.
There are a number of indoor baths and
an outdoor bath, as well as sauna and
cold pool. H
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