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We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital
basemap (tiles) and basemap data, with the Authority director's permission (no.
Hei-30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale vegetation map data
created by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

Sanmen-yama

(Wassamu Pass)

450m

Total Climb

547m

Highest point

5.1km

Distance

4/10

Difficulty

Dec-Mar

Best season

Sanmen-yama (=ML, 547m), just
south of Wassamu Pass (FIZElE,
329m) in Horokanai (IRHNAIET) is a
great, easily accessible backcountry
skiing location. As the name of the
peak would suggest it is almost a per-
fect triangular pyramid, with south,
northwest, and northeastern slopes.
These slopes are perfect for lapping
that cold powder snow that Horokanai
is famous for. Despite being only 547m
in height, this peak packs some punch
in terms of snow quality, views, and
slopes.

LOCATION

Sanmen-yama is an unassuming peak
sitting due south of Wassamu Pass on the
border of Horokanai Town and Wassamu
Town, just over 1 hour north of Asahikawa
City in northern Hokkaido. This route
starts at the Wassamu Pass parking
area, on the Horokanai Town side of the
Wahoro Tunnel.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://bit.ly/sanmen

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, exFressed or implied,
including the war_rante/ ©of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

Like most ski touring routes in Horokanai
(Japan’s coldest and lowest population density
town), this route to Sanmen-yama is accessed
via a road pass. This means there’s not much
climbing to the actual peak. Any downhill
skiing, therefore, is from the peak into one of
the three main slopes. To get back to the pass,
skiers will need to skin back up to the peak
and make the final descent from there.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

Expect about 1.5 hours from carpark to
summit, and another 30 minutes back to the
carpark. The lappable slopes from the summit
are generally about 200-300m vertical drop,
so allow about 20-30 minutes to climb up after
each lap. Park up at the gargantuan Wassamu
Pass parking area just before the Wahoro
Tunnel at the pass. From there, skin along side
the road for about 150m, and gain the small
spur to the right just after a steep gully. It’s
also possible to walk further along and gain
the ridge from above the tunnel. Once on the
main pass, head due south. Similar to the route
up Takadomari-yama from Etanbetsu pass,
there’s a prominent knob at the start of the
route. Don’t be tempted to climb up on top of
this — wrap around the right hand side through
the woods. This will help avoid having to put
skins back on on the way back. Keep following
along the ridge, which broadens out and
passes though a stand of young white birch
all the way to the summit. From the summit,
skiers are treated to broad views south, east
and west. If snow conditions are stable, ski
any of those south, northwestern, or eastern
slopes, and climb back up for the final return
to the pass.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is ample parking in the
Wassamu Pass parking area.

Public transport: There are no public
transport direct to this route. Public buses
run from Asahikawa to Horokanai town
center.

SAFETY NOTES

The bare, treeless slopes to the south
and northwest of the peak offer great
skiing, but should be checked for stability
before skiing. Horokanai is well known
for its bone-chilling cold temperatures.
Plan accordingly, with extra cold-weather
gear.

ONSEN NEARBY

Just up the road is the excellent Seiwa
Onsen (BWLMOER/VA /1, 500yen)
next to the michi-no-eki. At 500yen per ——
person, there’s an attached soba restau-
rant, plus sauna and outdoor baths. Il




PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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