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NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

Teshiodake
Hutte Environs
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4.5km

Distance

5/10

Difficulty

Jan-Apr

Best season

Teshiodake Hiitte (KEEtavT,
765m) sits at the entrance of the main
summer hiking trails up Teshio-dake
(KI&&, 1558m) in northern Hokkai-
do. Immediately southeast of the hut
is a veritable smorgasbord of terrain.
Snow conditions will vary by season
and by day, so experienced ski tourers
will enjoy poring over maps to scope
out the best, easily accessible lines.
The two, lappable downhill slopes
shown here are simply two slopes we
skied, with varying success in Febru-
ary 2020, a particularly low snow year.
As such, a sense of cautious adven-
ture is required here to make the most
of the terrain.

LOCATION

Teshiodake Hutte (KIEEE1v7) is
tucked in at the very upper reaches of the
Teshio River, at the foot of Teshio-dake (
KIE &, 1558m), the highest peak on
mainland northern Hokkaido. This route is
a sampling of some of the short, lappable

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/thutski

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warrant%/ of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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slopes southeast of the hut. The route starts
and finishes at the hut, 9km (3-4hrs) skin
along a flat road from Ponteshio Lake.

GENERAL NOTES

Forthe experienced skitourer,theterrainaround
Teshiodake Hutte gives plenty to pore over as
one studies the map of the area. Generally, the
challenge will not be finding a suitably angled
slope to lap, but a slope with suitably spaced
trees. Our pick of the two downhill sections in
the route here is the southerly aspect one —
the trees were nicely spaced, enough to allow
enjoyable skiing. Given the low elevation of
the lower foothills and ridges of Teshio-dake,
this area is very suited to exploring when the
weather otherwise doesn’t give an opportunity
to get up higher into the alpine.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

Starting from the hut, head southeast along
the summer trail. After crossing the river for
the second time, gain the spur on the looker’s
left of the trail. The ridge here is tight with thin
trees, and you may be wondering how on earth
you might ski down through this — don’t worry,
the downhill on this southerly aspect slope is
further around, and has a mix of mid- to old-
growth trees, well spaced apart. At around
1000m elevation on the ridge, rip skins and
drop the fall line back to the summer ftrail. If
you’d like to sample the northern aspect of this
valley, then head up the summer trail to the
junction with the Connecting Route (JE#& 11—
A), and head up the heavily wooded spur on
the looker’s left. Once again, at around 1000m
elevation on the ridge, rip skins and enjoy a
slightly steeper ski back down to the summer
trail. This side of the valley here requires a
good base to cover the brush. We were there
in February 2020, and being a very low snow
year, we struggled a bit on this side — the
southerly aspect slope was less bushy.

TRANSPORT

By car: Teshiodake Hutte is not accessible
by car in winter. There is good access to the
‘trailhead’ at the end of Ponteshio Lake, via the
quaint little town of Aibetsu in the south. From
Ponteshio Lake, it is a 9km flat skin along a
snowed in road to the hut — allow 3-4 hours.
Aibetsu town has an amazing soba restaurant,
as well as a convenience store. There is no
official parking or cleared parking areas at the
end of the roadclearing at the end of Ponteshio
Lake. Therefore, park well to the side of the
road, and avoid parking in the snow clearer’s
turn around spots (the two big snow-cleared
‘divots’ perpendicular to the road). Please

leave a note on the dashboard indicat-
ing your intentions — we’ve heard of the
police being called by concerned dam
workers when our friends stayed at the
hut for a couple of days.

Public transport: This route is not
accessible by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES

In winter, this is an extraordinarily remote
location. Skiers must be self-sufficient,
experienced, and well prepared. Note that
cell reception is very limited in the area,
including around the hut. We recommend
some sort of GPS messenger, such as the
Garmin inReach for emergency commu-
nications. Much of the route to the sum-
mit is beyond the treeline — be prepared
for temperatures to plunge below -20°C.

ONSEN NEARBY

The closest onsen to the trailhead is argu-
ably the super local Kyowa Onsen (%0
J2ER, 500yen). There’s no outdoor bath,
but the retro indoor baths boast a couple
of tubs, a sauna, and a cold pool. They’re
open from 8am till 10pm, and also offer
accommodation and a small restaurant.
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Details: Available for use year-round.
Access in winter via 9km skin along closed
road, boards over doors and windows to be
returned before leaving. Wood available. No
booking required.

Capacity: 40 persons.

Cost: Free.

Contact: Shibetsu City Asahi Subdivision,
TEL: 0165-28-2121.
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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