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Keigetsu-dake
Overnighter

o A

1984m

Highest point

500m

Total Climb

.:,:.
Jun-Sep

Best season

5.8km

Distance

5/10

Difficulty

Keigetsu-dake (B, 1938m) is a
minor peak towering over the bustling
tourist town of Sounkyo. Accessed
via the more well-known Kuro-dake (
E, 1984m) and the Kuro-dake Hut
(BERS), it's not often the main
attraction for visitors to Daisetsuzan
National Park. However, if your plans
in the area don’t leave much time for
the more strenuous Kuro-dake to Asa-
hi-dake traverse, it can make for an
interesting, relatively non-committing
overnight hut trip high in the Daiset-
suzan Range. The perfect way to get a
taste for more lofty objectives. It can,
of course, be easily done as a daytrip.

LOCATION

Keigetsu-dake is a high peak just to
the southwest of (and high above) the
Sounkyo settlement in northern central
Hokkaido, at the northern end of the
Daisetsuzan National Park. The start
of the actual hiking is at the top of the
chair lift on the Sounkyo Ropeway. To get
there, you’ll get on to the ropeway in the
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Sounkyo village.

GENERAL NOTES
Despite it’s minor status among the more lofty
objectives in the Daisetsuzan Range, Keigetsu-
dake is the perfect excuse for a quick, relatively
non-committing overnight foray into the high
alpine environment of the Daisetsuzan National
Park. You’ll need the right overnight gear and
be prepared for serious alpine weather, but
the time commitment is manageable, if you
can only afford an afternoon and morning.
The effort will be rewarded with great early
morning views across an expansive, inspiring,
endless sea of forest to the north, and rugged,
rocky, volcanic vistas to the south. The rugged
Kurodake Refuge Hut is also an experience
worth writing home about. Fair warning — this
hike will leave you wanting to come back for
more.

No-ropeway option: It is possible to hike
from the Sounkyo Village, rather than take the
ropeway. The trail starts near the shrine over
the river east of the ropeway, and it’ll take just
under 4 hours to the top of the chair lift (2hrs
20mins on the return).

ROUTE NOTES

From the Sounkyo Ropeway chairlift top sta-
tion, it’s about 1.5 hours steep hiking to the
hut, then another 20 minutes or so to the sum-
mit. Expect about 1.5 hours in total on the
return. If hiking all the way from the Sounkyo
Village (i.e., not using the ropeway/chairlift),
add on just under 4 hours to the ascent, and
2.5hrs to the descent.

Assuming you’re using the ropeway, get your
return-trip ropeway ticket from the Soun-
kyo Ropeway bottom station, and take the
enclosed cable-car to the middle station. From
there, it's a short 5 minute walk to the chair lift.
The chair lift is a basic two-person ski-style
chair lift, allowing very pleasant views of the
surrounding flora. From the chair lift top sta-
tion, you’ll now start the long zig-zagging hike
up to the Kuro-dake summit. While the views
do get better as you climb, they really come
into their own all of a sudden at the summit.
Pay your respects at the small summit shrine,
and carry on southwest for the 20 minute trav-
erse to the Kurodake hut. It’s only about 20
minutes from the hut to the summit of Keiget-
su-dake, so if you’re staying overnight (highly
recommended), it’s probably best to check in
first and secure a sleeping spot before going
to the Keigetsu-dake summit. It’s also possible
to camp next to the hut. From the hut, head
through a few meters of overhead haimatsu
dwarf pine, and then through a clearing of del-
icate volcanic plants. After a short but steep
climb, you’ll be on top of the world. Return the

way you came..

TRANSPORT

By car: There is ample parking at the
Sounkyo Ropeway car park.

Public transport: Take the Sounkyo-
bound bus from Asahikawa JR Train
station (Bus stop No. 8). The bus will
take about 2 hours, and cost 2,140yen.
From the Sounkyo Bus Termial, it’s a 10
minute walk through the very picturesque
Sounkyo Village to the ropeway.

SAFETY NOTES

While we’re sharing this route as a ‘quick
non-committing’ foray into the high Dai-
setsuzan Range, all the usual caveats
regarding preparedness apply. The route
involves an exposed alpine traverse, with
real risks of hypothermia for ill-prepared
hikers. Temperatures will be much lower
up high than down at the ropeway bottom
station.

ONSEN NEARBY

The  Kurodake-no-yu (BEDZ,
600yen) onsen in the middle of the Soun-
kyo Village is a lovely spot for a soak. It
has semi-outdoor pools with views of the
mountains, and there’s an Italian-themed
restaurant upstairs. m

KURODAKE ISHIMURO HUT
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Details: The most fully-serviced hut in
Hokkaido. Can be used all year round, but
in winter it will be buried in snow. Has
hutkeepers in summer. Campsite nearby.
Capacity: 80 persons.

Cost: 2000yen per night.

Contact: Kurodake Ropeway, TEL: 01658-
5-3031.

Booking details: No need to book, but the
hut is very busy in the high season (August).
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