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Osawa Reser-
voir Loop Hike
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36m 63m

Total Climb Highest point
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2/10 May-Oct

Difficulty Best season

3.6km

Distance

Ebetsu Forest Campsite (GIBIthZR4k
Fv>715) is a quiet campground
nestled on the far northeastern cor-
ner of the expansive Nopporo Forest
Park east of Sapporo City. From the
campground, there is access to Nop-
poro Forest Park via an over-grown
trail near the Osawa Reservoir, or the
Forestry Research Center. If the For-
estry Research Genter access road is
open, then this makes for a fine one-
hour loop around the reservoir, via the
shaded Shikibi Trail (8ZE%£3—X) in
the forest park. The campground itself
makes for a great forested getaway
micro-adventure for Sapporo dwellers
- from Sapporo Station, almost 75% of
the route is on separated cycle paths.

LOCATION

This route starts and finishes at the Ebetsu
City Forest Campground (I3 7R+
+>715), at the northeastern edge of
the Nopporo Forest Park. This expensive
park sits on the Sapporo-Ebetsu border,
at the far-eastern edge of Sapporo City in
central southern Hokkaido.

SAPPORO AREA

GENERAL NOTES

Evenlong-term Sappororesidents are surprised
when they find out there’s a campground
at the Nopporo Forest Park. Technically, the
campground is just outside the park proper —
it’s right on the border of the park. It seems
relatively popular, however. When we were
there on the first weekend after stay-at-home
requests were lifted for Hokkaido, there were
about 25 tents well spaced out in the large
camp-anywhere grassy campground. From
the campground, walkers can access the
nearby Nopporo Forest Park via the Forest Tree
Breeding Center (when open to public), making
a nice loop across the Osawa Reservoir dam.

About Ebetsu Forest Campground: 400yen
per adult per night (200yen per child). No
equipment rental available.

ROUTE NOTES

Expect about one hour for the full walk and
a brisk pace. This route description is for an
anti-clockwise direction. Either direction is
fine. From the campground, head direct-
ly west towards the forest. You'll soon come
to a chain across the road. If the Forest Tree
Breeding Center is open to the public, carry on
northwest for about 600m, and take a sharp
left-turn. If the Tree Center is not open to the
public, head back to the campground and do a
half-loop in the opposite direction, across the
reservoir dam.

Assuming you’re still doing the full loop in an
anti-clockwise direction, in just under 300m,
you’ll come to another chain across the road,
with a sign on your side of the chain, depict-
ing a large Nopporo Forest Park map. From
here, you’re officially in the Nopporo Forest
Park. Descend down the narrow gravel road to

TRANSPORT

By car: The campground has a large
parking area.

Public transport: The campground is
about a 10 minute walk from the Nopporo
Undo-koen Bus Stop (EFIES)/AE/ N\
A1), outside the large sports center.
Google Maps has good public transport
directions and timetables.

SAFETY NOTES

The Forestry Research Center section of
this route may have machinery operating,
particularly on the weekdays (unlikely on
the weekends). Obey signs posted, and
understand this section of the route is
very much at-your-own-risk. If in doubt,
give this section a miss. Also note that the
trail across the reservoir dam crosses a
concrete out-flow channel, which will, for
the most part, be dry. This may, howev-
er, flood quickly after heavy rain. Do not
attempt to cross the outflow if there is
water running down it. Make sure to car-
ry a navigation device and map of some
sorts, as this route is not signposted —
Nopporo Forest Park can be disorienting
sometimes.

ONSEN NEARBY

There’s no onsen in close proximity to the
campground. If heading back to Sapporo,
consider dropping in to the Shinrin-koen
Onsen Koyora (BRMAEIRRELS,
450yen), on the western side of Nopporo
Forest Park. m

the four-way junction. There’s a nice pagoda,
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much of that along the southwestern edge of
the Osawa Reservoir.

Just before the 800m point, you'll see a white
sign across an old trail to your left. Ignore this,
and walk another 10m or so along the main
Shikibi Trail. You’ll see bright pink tape tied to
trees, and a relatively well-worn narrow trail
heading into the forest on the left. Follow this
trail as it detours its way around some recent
typhoon-deadfall. It soon joins up again with
a straight, wider path which drops down to
the reservoir dam. Cross the dam, and take
a right onto the main gravel road. Take a left
into the well-kept sports center grounds soon
after, and make a short loop back to the camp-
ground.
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