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The Kiritappu Wetland (B2 %ER) isa
large wetland area on the Pacific Ocean
in far east Hokkaido. It’s home to a
vast variety of wildlife, including bears,
eagles, and the red-crested tancho
crane. Biwase River (EEEZiff)I) flows
slowly through the wetland, allowing
paddlers an intimate view into the heart
of the marsh. Being close to the coast,
birdwatchers will enjoy the river access
to viewing of oyster-catchers and other
marine birds too. Here, we outline the
classic out-and-back route. You’ll be
paddling upstream on the return, but
the flow is slow enough to keep it one
of the most pleasant, easy-access wet-
land canoe trips in Hokkaido.

LOCATION

This canoe route is on the Biwase River in
the heart of the Kiritappu Wetland on the
southern coast of far eastern Hokkaido. It's
just west of the small town of Hamanaka
on the Pacific Ocean coast.

Put-in location: Put in at the bridge across
the Biwase River on Route 808 on riv-
er right. There’s a large parking area just
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after the bridge, heading towards the Kiritappu
Wildlife Center (ZZfmIEE+L>%2—) from
Hamanaka Town.

Take-out location: The take-out is the same
as the put-in — the bridge across Route 808.
There’s very little flow to the river, so paddling
upstream is no problem. If the wind and tide is
favorable, paddlers could conceivably paddle all
the way downstream to a boat ramp just west of
the Hamanaka fishing port, officially on the Ichi-
ban River (—&)!1). Note that in early morning,
there will be a lot of fishing boat traffic, which
has right of way.

GENERAL NOTES

Kiritappu and surrounds has somewhat of a cult
following in our minds. There’s the wetlands
of course, but there’s also the dramatic Cape
Kiritappu jutting out of the coast, along with a
free campground perched on the cliffs popular
among cyclists and travelling motorcyclists. Just
next to this is a beautiful onsen hotspring facility.
When we camped there on an across-Hokkaido
cycle tour a few years back, the campground
was enveloped in mist, giving the lighthouse an
eerie look. It’s powerful light shone into the murk
as the light of day faded. It's an area one could
happily spend a night at — preferably camping —
to soak in the atmosphere.

Ramsar Convention Site: The Kiritappu Wet-
land is a registered Ramsar Convention site.
Under no circumstances should paddlers walk
on the wetlands or otherwise exit their canoe on
the river.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

How long it takes you to paddle this short out-
and-back section of river really depends on how
long you spend wildlife watching. We splurged
almost three hours on the water without getting
bored of it.

Start at the Route 808 bridge and head down-
stream. Alternatively, it’s possible to paddle
upstream for a ways but beware — the river
soon becomes too narrow to turn a 16ft canoe
around in, as we unceremoniously found out. We

had to back-paddle until the river widened
up again before turning around. Being the
sensible individual are, you’ll head straight
downstream from the bridge. Follow your
nose downstream for about 3km before
returning the way you came.

TRANSPORT

By car | There’s plenty of parking at the
parking area just next to the bridge on
Route 808.

Public transport | There’s no public trans-
port directly to/from the route. A taxi from
Chanai JR Station (£5PABR) on the Nemuro
Line would likely cost around 3,000yen
one-way. Try Kiritappu Chuo Hire (8%
AR\ —, TEL: 0153-62-3141) -
we’d recommend booking in advance, let-
ting the taxi company know your expect-
ed arrival time at the station. Ask to be
dropped off at ‘the bridge just beyond the
wetlands center on Route 808’ (shitsugen
senta sugite no happyaku-hachi go-sen no
hashi, J2[Rt2>2—i1BE TD808SHED
18).

SAFETY NOTES

[t’s worth noting that there’s very little foot
access to the wetland — paddlers should be
self-sufficient. Also, if headed all the way
down the river, keep an eye out for fishing
vessels, giving them the right of way.

ONSEN NEARBY

The Kiritappu Yuyu Hotspring Onsen (5%
Z#RRPSK, 500yen) is a must-vis-
it. There’s a restaurant attached with the
usual reasonable onsen restaurant fare. Il

EXTRA DETAILS

River Details: This route is on Kiritappu
Wetland (£25#5E/5), or Ki-ta-p in the Ainu
indigenous language. The river is 13.4km
in total length. This section of the river is
between 1m and 70m wide. The gradient for
this section of river is 0.1 mpk (0.53 FPM).
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