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guide for route description, GPS file, and safety notes:
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NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

Teshio River
Mouth Archae-
ological Walk
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2.1km

Distance

The Teshio River-mouth Archaeolog-
ical Site (Ki&JIICEHF) is a 1500m
by 200m section of oak-forested riv-
erside, dotted with about 240 remains
of 3rd till 8th Century AD pit-houses.
Archaeologists from Hokkaido Uni-
versity and Tokyo University have
reconstructed two such pit-houses.
On this pleasant 2km walk, visitors
can climb down into the reconstructed
dwellings. The walk itself skirts a Tkm
section of Teshio River-mouth bank,
through shady Mongolian oak groves.
On the return, the loop continues along
a gravel road, giving a glimpse of more
contemporary rural Hokkaido living.
The walk is accessible from the riv-
er by canoe, and would make a nice
diversion on the final home stretch on
the 6-day Teshio River canoe journey.

LOCATION
This walk is located about 2km upstream
of the Teshio River-mouth proper, in

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE f
Please visit the full route guide for
GPS file, interactive map, and ex-

tra safety notes: https://hokw.jp/
geoteshia

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases
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Teshio Village on the Japan Sea coast of far
north Hokkaido. There’s two trailheads — north
and south. The southern trailhead has more
signage and parking space, so we recommend
starting from there and making the loop.

GENERAL NOTES

This walk is a great place to stretch the legs
at the end of your six-day paddle down the
Teshio River. It’s also a very nice walk in it’s
own right, if passing through the area on your
drive north to Wakkanai. The faithfully restored
thatched pit-dwellings are open to the public,
and you’re very unlikely to be sharing the walk
with anyone else — a great way to get away
from it all for a half-hour walk in the woods.
Note however that when we were there in late
August, we were plagued by mosquitoes — to
stop to admire the scenery was to be feasted
upon. We’d recommend carrying mosquito
repellent and wearing long-sleeved clothing if
doing this walk in the height of summer.

ROUTE NOTES

At a brisk pace, taking the time to have a look
inside the reconstructed pit-dweelings, this
walk will likely take about 45 minutes.

Start from the southern trailhead, and take a
right at the first junction. You’ll soon come upon
the first of the two reconstructed pit-dwellings.
Lights automatically turn on as you descend
the wooden ladder into the dark dwelling. The
dwellings are open to the public throughout
the summer season. Carry on north along the
trail, and you’ll soon come to a clearing with a
view of the Teshio River. There are a couple of
wooden platforms to sit on. The trail continues
through the native Mongolian oak grove for
another 750m or so. At the final T-junction,
go left to get to the river, and go right to get
to the northern trailnead. Walkers can either
return the way they came through the oak
groves, or complete the loop southward on
a gravel residential road and then paved

footpath back to the southern trailhead.

TRANSPORT

By car: There’s plenty of parking at both
the south and north trailheads.

Public transport: This route is not
accessible by public transport. If
accessing this walk from the Teshio
River by canoe, we’'d expect paddlers
can access the trail from the river bank
around the northern end of the loop
(we’ve not confirmed this).

ONSEN NEARBY

Just a few hundred meters south of the
Teshio River mouth proper is the amazing
Teshio Onsen (KIEER, 600yen). The
view from the outdoor pool is incredible
— you can see Rishiri Island. The water
of the onsen itself is very salty — quite
unique indeed. There’s also a restaurant
attached to the onsen, and a large lounge
area with free WIFI. Just next door to the
onsen is the Kagaginuma Park Camp-
ground. m
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