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AOMORI PREFECTURE

Hakkoda-san
Hakkoda
Onsen Route

"

30m

Total Climb

A

1310m

Highest point

#x

Jan-Apr

Best season

5.3km

Distance

5/10
Difficulty

The Hakkoda Onsen Ski Tour Route (
J\ERE;BRIV—N) is one of the clas-
sic established backcountry ski tour-
ing routes in the Hakkoda mountains.
This lift-assisted route - via the Hak-
koda Ropeway - allows a full 700m+
of downhill, with very little climbing.
Officially, the route ‘opens’ from April
1st each year, with bamboo poles put
in place along the route during this
period to guide skiers down the moun-
tain. Outside of the official spring ski-
ing season, skiers navigate on their
own. Given the right weather window,
however, deep winter allows skiers a
couple of fine, steep powdery turns,
before the last long, gentle downhill
gradient to the onsen.

LOCATION

The Hakkoda Onsen ski touring route
sits on the northern side of the Hakkoda
massif in central Aomori Prefecture,

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/hakon
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in the Tohoku region, northern Honshu. The
route starts at the top cablecar station on the
Hakkoda Ropeway.

GENERAL NOTES

Described in one guidebook as “Honshu’s
nothernmost backcountry skiing mecca”,
the Hakkoda-san (Mt. Hakkoda) massif is a
conglomerate of multiple volcanic peaks in
central Aomori Prefecture, northern Honshu.
Aomori is the northern-most prefecture of
the broad Tohoku region of northern Japan
— Tohoku comprises of Aomori, Akita, Iwate,
Fukushima, Miyagi, and Yamagata Prefectures.
The northern-most three prefectures — Aomori,
Akita, and lwate — get apocalyptic amounts of
snow in the winter. Snowfall numbers here
easily outstrip those of Hokkaido, further
north. While the season tends to be a little
shorter than up in Hokkaido, the snow is light,
deep, and dry. It is truly the last frontier of
backcountry skiing in Japan.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

There’s very little time wasted to climbing on
this route. Skiers will either be skinning along
the mostly-flat traverse from the ropeway to
the two small drops (about 1 hour) or spending
a glorious 45 minutes or so cruising along the
long, blissful downbhill to the onsen. This route
is not marked.

Line up and wait up to 1.5hrs to get onto the
gondola. 1.5hrs is pretty short compared to
the 3hrs or so it would take to skin up 650m
of vertical climb in deep, deep powder. At the
summit ropeway station, fill in the backcountry
intentions form (in Japanese) and post it in
the box (if you haven’t already posted your
intentions online in English). From the ropeway
station, bootpack with your skis due east
towards the true summit, about five minutes.
From there, it’s a short ski down to the flats.
Most people put skins on here, as there is
some gradual uphill to get to the first short but
decent downhill slope. In about 20 minutes,
climb slightly up along the northwest ridge of
Akakura-dake. Rip skins and drop down to the
small plateau — about 30 seconds and five or
six turns. Skins back on, head north-northeast
to the top of a slope at the head of Naru-sawa
(I5;R), for another shot of downhill, straight to
the veins — about 45 seconds and up to 10 or
so turns. Skins back on again, traverse again
north-northeast to the col and climb up to near
the summit of the 1232m knob. This section
of the route is famous for its jaw-dropping
snow monsters. From the 1232m knob, it’s
all downhill on the broad ridge through well-

spaced trees. Check your direction
regularly — it’s easy to end up well off
course if you’re not careful.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is good road access to
Hakkoda Onsen from the north and south.
Many of the roads around the mountain
tend to close over winter, either com-
pletely or from 6pm till 7:30am. We
found that Google Maps was not reliable
for road closure (and thus journey rout-
ing) information. If you're renting a car
and arriving with a large group, we’'d
heartily recommend getting two smaller
vehicles rather than one larger one. This
will make shuttling to and from the end of
the route so much easier.
Publictransport: ThereisaJRBusservice
service to Hakkoda Ropeway from Shin
Aomori station. This takes approximately
1 hour. There are about 4 buses each way
each day; timetable is available in Google
maps. Cost is ¥1,100. However, before
April there’s no bus service to and from
Hakkoda Onsen (or Michinoku Fukazawa
Onsen for that matter). Taxis do exist, but
calling one involves the taxi coming from
Aomori City, just under 1 hour away. Our
recommendation — regardless of whether
you’re using public transport or your
own car — is to stay locally, and ask your
accommodation if they’ll drop you off and
pick you up (payment afterwards in beer
or the like always goes down a treat!).

SAFETY NOTES
Despite this being an ‘official’ ski touring
route, it goes without saying that this is

well and truly the backcountry — it is not

patrolled, there’s no avalanche control,
and the route is not marked outside the
very short spring skiing season. Skiers
need to be experienced, prepared to nav-
igate on their own, self-sufficient, and
have the skills and equipment necessary
to rescue companions in the event of an
avalanche.

ONSEN NEARBY

The closest onsen to the route is the glo-
riously rustic Michinoku-fukazawa Onsen
(FBDGFERIBER, 400yen), about 5km
northwest along Route 40 from the trail-
head. Note that as of January 2020, the
more well-known Hakkoda Onsen (j\EH
H;ER), from which the route gets its
name, is closed for repairs, with no for-
seeable re-opening. Il
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