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Horai-san
(Nakayama Pass)
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980m
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Distance Difficulty Best season

Horai-san (3%, 980m) is a diminu-
tive hill southwest of Nakayama Pass
(L, 835m) near Sapporo City. Its
proximity to Sapporo, plus its ten-
dency to gather a good base of snow
early in the winter season, makes is
a great place for an early season ski
touring training ground. On a good day
there are great views across to Nise-
ko, the southern lakes, and Yotei-zan.
Just below the summit is the Nakay-
ama-toge ski area, open early and late
in the season.

LOCATION

Horai-san sits at the top of the
Nakayama-toge (pass) ski area at the
top of Nakayama Pass between Sapporo
and Niseko. The route itself starts at the
southeastern corner of the Nakayama
Pass michi-no-eki parking area, however
skiers are asked not to park in the michi-
no-eki car park (there’s a large public car
park on the northern side of the pass for
hikers and skiers).

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE x

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/horai

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rante/ ©of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

The early season months of November and
December in Hokkaido can feel frustratingly
long for those who are itching to get into
the backcountry. Snow base levels around
Sapporo can be tantalizingly almost-good, but
not quite good enough to not get wrapped up
in sasa bamboo grass. This route is mostly on
a forestry road, so allows good early-season
skinning up to the peak without the bother of
undergrowth getting in the way.

Access to Horai-san can be a bit convoluted
outside of the short early- and late-season
times that the Nakayama Pass ski area is
open. It is, however, a relatively easy ‘walk
on skis’ if accessed via the gently ascending
forestry road from the michi-no-eki car park
on the southern side of the pass. On a good
day, skiers can expect good views across to
Yotei-zan.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

If you're just keen on a quick up-and-down
via the forestry road, expect about 1.5 hours
for the round trip. If doing a few laps of the
ski area, note that it takes about 40 minutes
to skin back up to the top. The route is not
marked.

Park up in the large parking area on the
opposite side of the michi-no-eki road stop
on Route 230 at the top of Nakayama Pass
(northern side of pass). Note that the michi-no-
eki parking on the southern side of the pass is
for michi-no-eki users only.

Cross Route 230 on foot, carrying your skis —
take care, Route 230 is busy. Walk southeast to
the southeastern corner of the large michi-no-
eki carpark, and don the skis at the entrance of
the forestry road. Skiers are asked not to use
the lower cleared part of the forestry road, so
from about 20m from the entrance to the road,
cut up to the left into the forest, essentially
cutting off the large shallow bend in the road.
You'll emerge in a large clearing.

From there, continue heading due south until
you hit the forestry road again. Follow the
snowed in forestry road now all the way to
the summit of Horai-san. You can either return
the way you came, or, ski the ski area slope.
Because the ski area was in operation when
we were there in early December 2020, we
opted to climb back up via the expansive
clearing under the high tension power lines to
the west of the ski field.

From the top of the ski area we roller-coasted

our way back to the michi-no-eki,
following our skin tracks on the forestry
road.

TRANSPORT

By car: Take Route 230 south from
Jozankei for 20km to Nakayama-toge
(pass). There is plenty of public parking at
the large car park on the northern side of
Nakayama Pass. Note that the michi-no-
eki car park on the southern side of the
pass is not to be used for parking cars
when visiting the area for mountaineer-
ing.

Public transport: Donan Bus Co (&
#5/\X, donanbus.co.jp, tel: 0143-45-
2131) operates a service four times a day
between Sapporo and Toyako Onsen ;F&R
B R that stops at Nakayama-toge 4
LLil=. Note however that it is reservation
only and the times are not convenient if
coming from the Sapporo end.

SAFETY NOTES

While this route is relatively straight for-
ward, and skirts around a ski area, this is
very much the backcountry. There are no
patrols, no avalanche management, and
climbers need to be experienced in trav-
elling in the backcountry. Note that the
Nakayama Pass ski area is not open in
Jan/Feb/Mar — there is no vehicle access
to the ski area during these months.

ONSEN NEARBY

Jozankei Onsen (RELLZELR) is back
down the road to Sapporo and has a
range of bath facilities open to day vis-
itors from upmarket resort hotels to the
more proletarian (and cheaper) Yu no
Hana (5 ®M7E, 850yen) complex. H
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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