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We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital
basemap (tiles) and basemap data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-
30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale vegetation map data created
by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free Avenza
Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your location in
real time: https://hokw.jp/georakk

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route
guide for route description, GPS file, and safety notes:
https://hokw.jp/rakko



The sharp pyramid of Rakko-dake (
楽古岳, 1472m) anchors the south-
ern end of the wild Hidaka range as 
it marches southwards to the Pacific 
Ocean at Cape Erimo. From the sum-
mit one can see both the sea and the 
sharp spine of the mountain range as 
it snakes north. The relatively easy 
access makes it a good way to sam-
ple the remote atmosphere of these 
hills. There is a well-appointed hut at 
the trailhead that is worth a stay if you 
have the time.

LOCATION
Rakko-dake lies inland from the small 
fishing town of Samani 様似 down near 
Cape Erimo 襟裳岬. It is accessed off 
Route 236 which crosses the Hidaka 
Range to join the towns of Hidaka 
Horobetsu 日高幌別 and Hiroo 広尾. The 
hike starts at Rakko Sanso Hut.

GENERAL NOTES
According to the explorer Matsuura 
Takeshiro, the Ainu origin of the 
mountain’s name comes from the rakko 
or sea otter, a valuable fur animal for 

Rakko-dake
HIDAKA RANGE

Ainu hunters, found down where the local 
rivers flowed into the sea. This region is rich 
in Ainu history, being the cradle of the 1669 
war instigated by the powerful local leader 
Shakushain against the Japanese Matsumae 
clan.

The recent and well-appointed Rakko Sanso 
楽古山荘 hut stands at the trailhead. It is also 
possible to camp just outside. The nearest 
shops and other facilities are back down in the 
coastal towns of Urakawa and Samani.

ROUTE NOTES
Expect about 3.5hrs on the climb, and 2.5hrs 
on the descent back to the hut.

The route is clearly defined and signposted 
throughout. From the trailhead at 460m the 
path goes up beside the small Menashunbetsu 
River before crossing over to the right (north) 
bank after about three quarters of an hour. From 
here the climbing begins in earnest up a ridge, 
steep in places, to a shoulder at about 1300m. 
The trail turns right (east) and more easily on 
up to the summit, around 2.5 to 3 hours after 
leaving the river bed. Return the same way. 

TRANSPORT
By car: From the coast at Hidaka Horobetsu 
take Route 236 for about 15km before turn-
ing off right over a bridge onto a gravel forest 
road signposted for Rakko-dake trailhead and 
hut 楽古岳登山口 and 楽古山荘. Follow this 
mainly through farmland for around 8km to the 
hut.

Public transport: No public transport 
access.

SAFETY NOTES
The Hidaka mountains are remote and 
the summits are exposed so be fully 
equipped for possible bad weather and 
carry enough food and water. After heavy 
rain the river may be difficult to cross. 
Bears are numerous around here so take 
precautions and watch out for ticks in 
summer.

ONSEN NEARBY
On your way back west along the coast, 
you may want to check out Mitsuishi 
Konbu Onsen みついし昆布温泉 蔵三 
(450yen). They have an attached restau-
rant and amazing coastal views from the 
outdoor baths. ƴ
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Unless indicated otherwise, all content on this PDF is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License (CC BY-SA 
4.0). Please attribute <author-name> (hokkaidowilds.org), and let us know so 

we can link to your work. E.g., “Photo by Rick Siddle (hokkaidowilds.org)“

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases 
provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity 
Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.
org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accu-
racy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of 
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product. 
However, notification of any errors will be appreciated.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guide for 
GPS file, interactive map, and ex-
tra safety notes: https://hokw.jp/ 
rakko

Details: Recent and well-appointed two 
story hut at the Rakko-dake trailhead in 
southern Hidaka Range. Has wood stove 
with wood available.
Capacity: 40 persons.
Cost: No charge.
Contact: Urakawa Town (浦河町) TEL: 
0146-22-3953
Booking details: No need to/not possible to 
book.

RAKKO SANSO HUT
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The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 

accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If 
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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