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We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital
basemap (tiles) and basemap data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-
30-joshi, dai-867g0). We also modified 1:25000 scale vegetation map data created
by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http:/gis.biodic.go.jp).
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AOMORI PREFECTURE

Hakkoda-san
Hina-dake

588m

Total Climb

1240m

Highest point

4/10

Difficulty

5km

Distance

Jan-Apr

Best season

Hina-dake (8ft&, 1240m) is one of the
smaller sub-peaks at the southern
end of the Hakkoda Mountains (/\FR
HiLZ) in Aomori prefecture (F7%
IH), With good access, parking, and
of course consistent-angle tree ski-
ing, this relatively diminutive peak is
perfect for a quick morning or after-
noon lap. The peak will give skiers
good views of the southern end of the
Hakkoda massif, but on blustery days,
the relatively sheltered tree-skiing will
be more than satisfying, even without
bagging the peak.

LOCATION

Hina-dake sits as a relatively solitary
minor peak at the southeastern end of the
Hakkoda-san massif, in central Aomori
Prefecture at the northern end of Japan’s
main island of Honshu. This route up the
mountain starts from the Matabe-chaya
Tea House (XE@EDZHRE, closed in
winter).

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/hina

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rant%/ of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

The Hakkoda-san (Mt. Hakkoda) massif is a
conglomerate of multiple volcanic peaks in
central Aomori Prefecture, northern Honshu.
Aomori is the northern-most prefecture of
the broad Tohoku region of northern Japan
— Tohoku comprises of Aomori, Akita, Iwate,
Fukushima, Miyagi, and Yamagata Prefectures.
The northern-most three prefectures — Aomori,
Akita, and Iwate — get apocalyptic amounts of
snow in the winter. Snowfall numbers here
easily outstrip those of Hokkaido, further
north. While the season tends to be a little
shorter than up in Hokkaido, the snow is light,
deep, and dry. It is truly the last frontier of
backcountry skiing in Japan.

This particular peak is a very minor one as far
as ‘official’ ski touring routes go in Hakkoda —
it doesn’t even feature on the Hakkoda-san Ski
Touring Map (see below). But for those looking
for a true non-lift-assisted backcountry route
which will hold up well even in otherwise
bluster weather, this is a great option. This
route up Hina-dake follows the broad northeast
ridge (ALEREAR).

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

This route is not marked. Skiers headed for
the peak should expect up to two hours on the
ascent, and just under one hour on the descent.
The route follows the broad northeast ridge up
the mountain. From the the Matabe-chaya
Tea House, head west-southwest away from
Route 40, across a flat, short 600m section of
forest. In time, the route starts climbing, where
eventually skiers will be zig-zagging up the
slope for the remainder of the route. If shooting
for the summit, skiers will be funneled up the
northeast ridge towards Umazura-iwa (55
&), a prominent rock on the northeast ridge.
It's just under 2 hours from the trailhead to

Umazura-iwa, and another ten or so
minutes from there to the summit. On
the descent, the world — or should that
be ridge — is your oyster. Being a rather
broad ridge, getting more broad as the
skier descends, the northeast ridge holds
up well to multiple skiers, more or less
guaranteeing fresh tracks for everyone.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is good road access to the
Matabe-chaya Tea House (X E@ED%:
/2, closed in winter), which constitutes
the start of the route. There’s good park-
ing out front too. Note that many of the
roads around Hakkoda-san tend to close
over winter, either completely or from
6pm till 7:30am. See the online route
overview for a link to a webpage with road
closures depicted. We found that Google
Maps was not reliable for road closure
(and thus journey routing) information.

Public transport: This route is not ——

accessible by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES

Note that this route is well and truly the
backcountry — it is not patrolled, there’s
no avalanche control, and the route is not
marked. Skiers need to be experienced,
prepared to navigate on their own, and
self-sufficient.

ONSEN NEARBY

The closest onsen to the route is the glo-
riously rustic Michinoku-fukazawa Onsen
(HFBDGFERIBER, 400yen), about 5km
northwest along Route 40 from the trail-
head. Note that as of January 2020, the
more well-known Hakkoda Onsen (j\EF
FR;RR) is closed for repairs, with no for-
seeable re-opening. Il
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