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EASTERN HOKKAIDO
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5.8km
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3/10

Difficulty

Nikoro-yama {ZtHIL (829m) oozes
with warm affection for this mountain,
poured unreservedly on visitors by the
local Nikoro-yama Friendship Socie-
ty that maintains the trails. In winter,
there’s shovels hanging on hooks next
to rest areas along the main trail, for
people to keep the benches clear of
snow. There’s elderly people in gum-
boots, young people in trail-running
shoes, and everything in between,
keeping the trail well-trodden, even
in the middle of winter. You may also
be greeted at the summit by an igloo,
replete with serve-yourself tea (boil
your water using the supplied gas
burners). It’s hardly a freeride world
tour destination, but there’s plenty of
trails to explore by ski for the intrep-
id ski tourer happy to keep speed in
check on the way down.

LOCATION

Nikoro-yama is about 15km northwest of
central Kitami City in eastern Hokkaido.
Most trailheads up the mountain start a
few hundred meters west of the end of

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/nikoro
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bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, exgressed or implied,
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Tomisato Lake.

GENERAL NOTES

You'll likely get a few raised eyebrows if you
tell any locals you're taking your skis up
Nikoro-yama. The vast majority of visitors in
winter don’t even use snowshoes. Given the
area’s general lack of mountains of snow,
and the sheer foot traffic the main trails get,
this route is better suited to walking up in
your hiking boots. But after a fresh dump of
snow, the decent on skis can be a bit of fun.
Just be extremely cautious of walkers on the
trail. In general one can see fairly far ahead,
but there are a few blind corners and narrow
spots — pedestrians most certainly have the
right of way, so keep speed well in check on
the decent.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

Expect just over two hours on the ascent,
and about 30 minutes or less on the descent,
depending on how busy the trail is. If the main
central access road is busy on the way up,
we’d recommend skiers consider taking one
of the less traveled alternate routes on the
descent.

Start from the large carpark about 500m west
of the end of Lake Tomisato. Assuming you’re
taking the central, main maintenance access
road to the summit, just follow this all the way
to the summit, cutting corners where it makes
sense to do so. About half way up, the hiking
trail joins up from the right. You’ll know you’re
very near the marked summit when you pass
three large radio tower buildings. The summit
is just west of these buildings, marked with a
sign and a bell.

Either carefully (and in a controlled manner)

descend the way you came, or take one
of the other less travelled marked routes.
Did we mention you should always give
way to pedestrians?

TRANSPORT

By car: There’s plenty of parking either
right at the trailhead, or about 700m east
of the trailhead next to the lake.

Public transport: There is no public
transport to this route.

SAFETY NOTES

The main hazard on this route is pedestri-
ans on the descent. Not many people ski
up or down this mountain, so it’s really
important to ensure you’re in control at
all times, and skiing as slowly as possible
past people on the descent — this is as
much a courtesy as it is a safety consid-
eration. Hikers may not appreciate skiers
zipping past them at great speeds.

ONSEN NEARBY

You'll have to return to Kitami City for
a soak. Try Nonda-no-yu DATZD%
(500yen) — they have large outdoor baths.
|
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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