Symbol Key tsome may not be presen Japanese Map Glossary

(J

$- Oshamambe-dake s _
o= fetien,  —oo— e EEEN TN BETEEN
I

National Highway ~ ——=—— f"Wef. on bunki 43 junction

&

ransmission lines cho town

dake/mine Kk
Prefectural Road [0 | Trees/shrubs oki /% peal

i

RAZE  SkiTour Map 1:25000

BR station
. . , goya/koya AN hut
Municipal Road ¢ »®  Rocks/cliffs hinangoya TN shelter
’ - ike bi] pond
'F‘{';';?,r Municipal Ay, Onsen (hot spring) kawa/gawa i river
~ kako A0 crater
q ———— Wakway S Fumerole Ko/mizumi i lake
8 ) kyo e gorge
cos@ese OUS Highway number numa A pond
(bus stop) @ onsen R hot spring
Designated sawa iR stream
mpsit @A) taira/daira b plateau
tani/dani Ea valley
taki b4 waterfall
toge I3 pass
yama/san/zan 1L mountain

>>>> EEE';;'E ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route
250 500 750 1,000 m ':!}E-ag guide for route description, GPS file, and safety notes:
’ FSE,‘ =1 https://hokw.jp/oshambe COMEDIERIC ST > T, EEHEEEORREET, FRKTORS
;.%:: WRERRUBTHE (21)1) ZFEALEL, (RRESTIORE B
e 5) . Ffc. 1/25000f8£EHGIST—4 BEEEMSHIEL Y 208

T"-
1cm on the map equals 250m on the ground 3

NS\ N

l;‘“}‘ F ,:,‘_‘

. 3 8675) =N 04!
e et Lt =], % 8] BL. h MR
agnetic declination: THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free Avenza ..-':__1_3 e crat ng the G tharty of lapan
Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your location in %% 4 gu s -joshi, dai- . dified 1: i ,
Map by hokkaidowilds.org CC BY SA 2021/05/23 real fime: https://hokw.jp/geoshamb ] s o e G o eoctaton M datcre
| i TRV L 2 i YN <
\* \ ) ;‘, = ( (7 /\
Sy e
: N 5/\ AN \ AN e
N\ 7 ‘ S j \
v Jlan Bl SRS W) (R 5
e i

) ' Al o p
RS §\\\“ N < NS
)\ \\; i\i\‘ \) . .'.\i V l‘ ‘ !\\@
\ , NN ¥ ) _S§ :

S &

L

, é%y
i

-d

d [ %f:\é\ :
1A
L7 A
’
)

o/
2

e
\

) :\ N j W= Skt W 3 0
\\\ﬁ-;\\\ R ‘;i“ , IR N \
. )»\ \\‘%\\ ol -~ s\s‘;*‘i*‘\S«J
S )

& L "

v & D ": \ i ‘. \\
: {"’ \\\ \\\ & RS étll ‘§“ v o ,gff g ¢ \’;I 7 {,)//Ag§$

N Q{:\\i \@\ ? \\1‘* \\\\ ,,;*// . J/Z:t?f;f;\l" = N (7 G?— )
j ) / .'? 7 = Z iv"‘j} \ A\ NN *

W)
WOKKAIDG
§\
N\

WILDS

SN

Sl

N\




SOUTHERN HOKKAIDO

Oshamambe-
dake

454m

Total Climb

968m

Highest point

6.8km

Distance

4/10

Difficulty

Feb-Mar

Best season

Oshamambe-dake RFEFE (972m)
is a deceptively steep and impressive
peak, despite its low height. Situated at
the northern end of Oshima Peninsula
in southern Hokkaido, it offers incred-
ible views to both the Pacific Ocean
and Japan Sea from the summit. The
approach is long but the forest evolves
as one climbs, to well-spaced white
birch, with vibes of ancient times. The
route is well marked to the saddle,
with well-kept ski-touring specific
route markers attached to trees.

LOCATION

Oshamambe-dake sits at the northern
reaches of the Oshima Peninsula in far-
south Hokkaido. The winter route to the

summit follows the summer trail, via an
old derelict onsen, a curious bell, and a
gorgeous high saddle. The route starts at
the end of the snow clearing on the lonely
Route 842, here, just at the turn off to the
Futamata Radium Onsen —f&555%
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Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/oshambe

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rante/ ©of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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GENERAL NOTES

This is a somewhat quirky ski tour route
deep in the Oshima Peninsula mountains. It's
quirky in the sense that it's one of the very few
well-marked ski touring routes in Hokkaido,
the approach is long and gradual, the final
summit approach can be surprisingly icy and
dangerous, and at the end of the trip there’s a
rare radium onsen at the end of it all.

The long approach is likely to put some
skiers off, but this would make for a very fine
overnight tent trip for the more intrepid skiers
wishing to make the most of the steep (and
very avalanche-prone) northeastern bowls
and spurs from the summit. If shooting for an
overnight trip, it would be perfectly reasonable
to pull a sled all the way to the saddle beneath
the summit, or at least to the mine remains
near the bell for a more sheltered option.

Final summit push: The steep northern ridge
from the upper saddle to the summit is usually
hard-packed icy snow. If set on the summit,
we highly recommend carrying boot crampons
and an ice-axe for self-arrest.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
Expect about 4.5 hours on the ascent, and
about 2 hours on the descent

Park up hard against the snow bank near the
turn-off to the Futamata Onsen. Park slightly
downhill from the very end of the snowclearing,
to leave room for snow-clearing equipment to
turn around. On skis, head northwest along
the remaining snowed-in part of Route 842,
past the old derelict Shin-ei Onsen. Soon you'll
pass under some high tension wires, in a large
clearing with a good view of Oshamambe-dake
far in the distance. From here you’ll continue to
follow an old road, with plenty of ski-touring-
specific route markers. Cut corners where it
makes sense to do so. There will be a couple
of bridges missing along the way where you’ll
have to head up- or down-stream a bit to find
a suitable snowbridge to cross.

At around 600m, there’s a nice clearing with a
bell. Give it a good ring as you gaze in wonder
at the impressive east-northeastern spined
face of Oshamambe-dake. From the clearing,
it's still another 1.5hrs to the summit. Just
before the final summit push, there’s a saddle.

You'll want to decide early on whether to
switch to crampons here or not. The ridge
up to the summit is very steep and can be
windswept and icy. Return the way you came.

The gradual approach is mostly steep
enough to zoom back in one’s up-tracks,
with only occasional poling.

TRANSPORT

By car: Route 842 up to Futamata Onsen
is conveniently accessible from the
Oshamambe Expressway Interchange.
There’s plenty of road-side parking on the
quiet Route 842 near the turn-off to Futa-
mata Onsen. Park a little downhill from
the turnoff to allow plenty of room for
snowclearing machinery to turn around
at the end of the road.

Public transport: There is no public
transport to this route.

SAFETY NOTES

This route is deceptively long, so requires
a good early start. Note also that the
trailnead is quite remote, which adds to
the remoteness of the route in general.
The eastern/northeastern bowls directly
below the summit are a freerider’s wet
dream, but are classic avalanche ter-
rain. They’ll often be wind-loaded from
the prevailing northwesters, so be very
conservative. As noted above, the final
approach from the saddle is steep and
very often icy — carry the appropriate
gear if shooting for the summit.

ONSEN NEARBY

Please make sure you don’t miss visit-
ing the Futamata Radium Onsen —f%5
5535858 (1100yen). It's hands down
one of the most unique onsen we’ve ever
been to in Hokkaido. It has somewhat of
a cult following, known for its somewhat
miraculous health benefits. People with
a range of health ailments will stay for
weeks on end at the onsen accommo-
dation, soaking in the pools for up to 10
hours every day. The onsen claims they’re
the only onsen in the world to have radi-
um in trace amounts in the water, safe
for human soaking. The outdoor pools
are all mixed-gender, and there’s a sur-
prising comradery among those staying
and using the onsen. Thoroughly recom-
mended.
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