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Paddling the Niikappu River #hi@)l| is
a dreamy, relaxing, unique experience.
It flows through one of Japan’s most
intensive thoroughbred horse breed-
ing locales, giving the whole area
a remarkably other-worldly atmos-
phere. If you’re lucky, you might see
horses being moved across the riv-
er as you paddle. At the very least,
there are a couple of river-side pad-
docks with curious horses keen for a
tickle under the chin. You might also
see cattle meandering along the riv-

er-banks, being led along by bell-ringing
milking boys. Not to mention an abundance
of salmon running in the autumn, and a
pletora of birdlife throughout the season.
It might have just made it to our favourite
chill-out river list in Hokkaido.

LOCATION

Niikappu River flows southwest from high up
in the western side of the wild Hidaka Range.
This relaxing section of river still has a decent
flow to it as it winds its way to the Pacific
Ocean coast at the small town of Niikappu.

Put-in: Put in about 200m downstream of a
weir about 20km north of the coast. Access
to the river is a bit of a grass-whack/bush-
bash, and the entry is a bit fast-flowing, but
it’s doable. Grab fist-fulls of grass and you’ll be
fine. There’s no parking at the put in, so you’ll
need to park on the verge of the main road.

Take-out: The take out is much more civilized
than the put in. There are plastic boat-friendly
steps down to the river, a large parking area,
and public toilets. It’s also convenient for calling
a taxi, as the take out is next to a municipal
youth center (FEEDZ, seinen-no-ie).

GENERAL NOTES

We’d heard the Shin-Hidaka region of Hokkai-
do was a popular area for horse-breeding. We
didn’t quite realize just how intensive it is. It
seems people in Niikappu Town don’t do any-
thing else. Horse motifs around town, and out
of town, the farmland appears to be 100% thor-
oughbred rearing land. Hopelessly aesthetic,
and lots of curious horses out and about. The
river itself is fairly relaxing, with rapids and
swifts and max out at Class II. The only issue
we encountered with the lower water levels
was some very tight manoeuvring required to
avoid strainers and low-lying branches close to

the riverside when squeezing down the deep-
er flows on some of the swifts. In this sense,
while this route is billed as a ‘Beginner’ route,
it still requires good canoe manoeuvring skills.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

With all the shuttling and horse-viewing
involved, this is best thought of as a leisurely
day-trip of about four hours of on-the-water
time.

After putting in, strap in for some tight manoeu-
vring down swifts if water is low, avoiding minor
strainers and low-lying branches close to the
banks. The swifts are followed by stretches of
slower moving water, but overall, the river has
a good flow to it for the entire way. At around
the 5km point, there’s a noticeable concrete
slab reinforced stopbank on river right. Cows
are sometimes led along the top of this stop-
bank. At the 9km point there’s a weir. Portage
on the river right, but note that while it’s easy
to pull up on the side of the river, it's a bit of a
bush-bash and/or a high-ish scramble down
the dry concrete spill-over section of the weir.
The weir is open at certain times of the year —
we’ve lined the canoe down the open portion
of the weir before. At around the 20km point,
there’s a nice spot to pull over on the river
right and walk 20m up to a horse paddock. If
there are horses in the paddock, they’ll proba-
bly muster up the courage to come and check
you out. The river flow on the final 1km or so
to the takeout is quite slow, almost flatwater
slow. The flow is slow enough to paddle all the
way to the river mouth and then back up to
the takeout — highly recommended as the wild
Pacific Ocean is a sight to behold.

TRANSPORT

By car: There’s limited parking at the put-
in. If parking near the put-in, you’ll be on the
road verge somewhere, to make sure to park
well to the side and don’t block access to any
gravel roads. There is plenty of parking at the
take-out at the Youth Center (FEZEDR, sein-
en-no-ie).

Public transport: There is no public transport
to the beginning of the route. There is a public
inter-city bus to Niikappu (Niikappu Bus Stop,
#/ \A12) however, and from there it's a
6,500yen taxi ride for the 20km up to the put

RIVER DETAILS

This route is on Niikappu River (Fr7=@ll), or
Ni-kap in the Ainu indigenous language. The
river is a Class A (—#&:aJ11) river, 77.3km in
total length. This section of the river is between
12m and 40m wide. The gradient for this
section of river is 3 mpk (15.84 FPM).

in. In the past, there was a JR train line running
to Niikappu, but the train line was mothballed
after damage due to the 2016 typhoons.

SAFETY NOTES

There are plenty of swifts and Class Il rapids on
this river, and a number of them tend to push
towards the twiggy, low-lying-branch-ridden
riverside. Inexperienced paddlers should take
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care and make conservative decisions.

ONSEN NEARBY

The nearby Niikappu Onsen Re-cord-no-
Yu FriERRL O—RD5 (500yen) is
a great place for a soak. There are nice
outdoor baths, as well as an attached
restaurant and hotel.
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We created this map using ospacial Information Authority of Japan digital basemap (tiles) and basemap
data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale
vegetation map data created by the Biodiversitv Center of Japan (httn:/ais.biodic.o.ip).
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If
you've only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just
follow the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale,
but the map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size”" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.

Print

Priter: OKI CB41(mine) v broperties | Agvanced Help @
Copies: |1 El [] Print in grayscale (black and white)

[Jsave ink/toner @
Pages to Print Comments & Forms
Oan | Document v
() Current page.
©pages  [14
T Nfore Options Document: 83 x 11.7in

827 1169 Inches

Page Sizing & Handling ()
T | e [ |
OFit
(® Actual size

TTShAAK overs N es

O custom scal il 00 %

[[] Choose paper source by PDF page size

Print on both sides of paper
STEP 6 @ Fliponlong edge (O Flip on short edge
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages Orentation:
IS P . (®) Auto portrait/landscape
that don't include this instruction sheet. Oportait
() Landscape
STEP7 0
Click "Print". Page20t2 (3)

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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