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NISEKO AREA

lwaonupuri NE
Chute

A

1116m

Highest point

"

550m

Total Climb

S

5km

Distance

7.5/10

Difficulty

Jan-Mar

Best season

The Iwaonupuri Northeast Chute 174
X7JILEa—F is a steep (35-40°),
committing, 200m vertical-drop chute
on Iwanupuri’'s €74X71) (1116m)
northeastern flanks. It’s arguably one
of the steepest (and deepest) lines in
the Niseko Range. Snowpack stability
is key for this short but satisfying run,
so we highly recommend ascending
to the summit via the northeastern
face, in order to assess safety. Skiers
will either lap the northeastern face,
or return via the more well-travelled
southern face of Iwaonupuri, direct
back to the car park above Goshiki
Hotsprings.

LOCATION

Iwaonupuri sits just to the northwest of
the bustling, sprawling Niseko United ski
resort in the Niseko Range in southwest
Hokkaido. The trailhead for this NE
chute route is typically at the end of the
snow clearing on Route 58 just beyond
Goshiki Onsen HEER. It would also
be possible to start on the northern side
of the Route 58 pass at the Hanazono

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE x

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: http://nokw.jp/iwaNEsh

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warrante/ of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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27—, but the approach will be considerably
longer.

GENERAL NOTES

The Niseko Range gets no complaints about
the depth and dryness of its powder, but steep
lines are few and far between. The NE chute
on lwanupuri is a short and sharp remedy
however and will be the steep and deep
you're seeking. Its remoteness means skiers
must be willing to commit a considerable
amount of time for access to the chute, and
for the skin out afterwards. You really have to
want to ski this thing. The good thing is that
once you have a decent skin track set, there
are a number of lines on the northeast face
of Iwaonupuri that are worth sampling. Also,
due to the extra effort required in accessing
this side of the mountain, it's unlikely you’ll
be sharing it with many other skiers. On this
documentation run during a very busy long
weekend, we were skiing 100% untracked
lines on the northeast, while the south and
southeast aspects were seething with massive
numbers of backcountry skiers.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

If lapping the slopes, expect to be out for
around 6 hours (including time to stop and dig
a pit to check snowpack conditions).

PPark up at the large cleared car parking area
just before the Goshiki Onsen gate on Route 58.
Skin along the snowed in Route 58 northeast
for a few hundred meters before heading uphill
to the NNE. In the interest of checking the
snowpack on the NE aspect before skiing the
chute, we’d recommend wrapping around the
southern flanks and climbing to the summit via
the NE face. There’s no good way to do this
without some ups and downs in the first 1Tkm
or so. Returning this way at the end of the day
may require putting skins back on.

Once on the E and NE faces, skiers will be
exposed to steep bare slopes above, so travel
conservatively. Surface conditions in January
and February will be extremely deep. Zigzag
up towards and then along the faint ENE spur,
gaining the summit via a shallow gully just
south of the summit. The summit will likely
be wind-swept and crusty. The summit should
give excellent views SE and NW along the
Niseko Range.

The entrance to the chute is about 50m north
of the summit, across the flat summit plateau.
There’s a prominent convex roll at the very top
of the chute, with the chute itself not visible
until you're well over this roll. This top 15m
or so may show evidence of wind-slab. We
found minor wind-slab at the very top of the

chute, but surface conditions below this
were very similar to what we’d skinned
up previously. The first 1/3 of the chute is
relatively committing. It’s steep (35-40°)
with very little in the way of escape to
the sides. Beyond this, the chute widens
considerably to the skier’s left, and there’s
bushy shrubs to the skier’s right. The total
length of the run is about 300m long,
200m drop. At a fair speed, expect the
run to last about 1 minute. The snow is
relatively protected, so expect excellent,
deep surface conditions in January and
February.

At the base of the chute, you've got
about a 30-minute skin back south to
your uptrack. Either lap the NE face, or
head up and over the summit again and
descend direct back to the carpark via
the more popular SW face.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is plenty of parking at the
large carpark at the end of the snow
clearing on Route 58. Note, however, that
this parking can fill up quickly, especially
on weekends. By 9am you may find the
carpark full.

Public transport: There is no public
transport to this route. A taxi from central
Hirafu to Goshiki Onsen (23km) would
cost around 7,500 to 8,000yen one way.

SAFETY NOTES

Particularly mid-season, skiers will need
to be very confident of snowpack stabil-
ity for skiing the Iwao NE Chute. Make
your own careful observations and com-
pare these with advice from avalanche
bulletins for the area. In the first 1/3 of
the chute, there is very little in the way
of escape to the sides of the chute. Also
note that the entire north and eastern
side of Ilwaonupuri is seldom travelled
and therefore relatively remote compared
to other popular backcountry areas in the
Niseko Range — skiers need to be par-
ticularly self-sufficient.

ONSEN NEARBY

Goshiki Onsen A ;&R (800yen, 10am
till 7pm) is a gorgeously rustic natural
onsen a few meters down the road from
the carpark. It is a must visit onsen, with
100% pure hot spring water, flowing into
outdoor baths surrounded by meters of
snow. Yukichichibu Onsen Z/FKACES
(700yen, noon till 7pm, closed Tuesdays)
on the way back to Hirafu is also a good
natural onsen option, with a larger out-
door bath area. Yukichichibu also has an
attached restaurant (11am till 2pm). Il



PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.

Print
STEP 2 .
. . . . . . . . (mine; v roperties jvans Hel

Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl P, OK CBHImine) || properties || Advncen | e
+ Pon your keyboard), Copies: [1 El g::::kg/:‘sjle(méckandwm(e)
STEP 3 Pages to Print Comments & Forms

Oal | Document v
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected. ;Pges“iu

* More Options’ d Document: 8.3 x 11.7in
STEP 4 Page Sizing & Handiing (D 827 x 11.69 Inches
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”. | s | pese || s | sooem |

OFit
STEP 5 ©® Actual size

. . . . . TSk overs [ s

For best results, select the highest quality print option available Oeusomsolbo %
on your printer (settings will vary). A,

Print on both sides of paper
STEP 6 @ Fliponlong edge (O Flip on short edge
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages Orentation:

IS P . (®) Auto portrait/landscape

that don'’t include this instruction sheet. Oportait

() Landscape
S'I:EP“7 L U
Click “Print”. Page20t2 (3)
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