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Shirakaba-
yama
North Ridge

675m

Total Climb

959m

Highest point

8km

Distance

4.5/110
Difficulty

Jan-Mar

Best season

Shirakaba-yama B##L (954m) is a minor
peak in the center of the Niseko Range in
southwestern Hokkaido. This is the most
common way to get to the peak in winter, via
the mellow northern ridge. Family-friendly,
more of a walk than a ski, it’s a perfect peak
for those just getting their feet wet navigat-
ing, skiing, and exploring the backcountry.
There is even a couple of fun, steeper-pitch
sections on the descent that will keep the
freerider in you happy. The peak offers
inspiring views to Mekunnai-dake in the
west, and Chisenupuri to the east, plus the
Japan Sea coast to the northwest.

LOCATION

Shirakaba-yama sits in between Chisenupuri
and Mekunnai-dake in the Niseko Range in
southwestern Hokkaido. It’s about a 45-minute
drive from the bustling international ski resort
of Niseko. This ski touring route starts on the
northern side of the range, at the end of the
snow clearing, near the Kyowa Town incinerator
facility.

GENERAL NOTES
Given how minor this peak is compared to its
towering, free-ride oriented neighbours, it’s easy

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: https://hokw.jp/shiranth

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rante/ ©of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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to write Shirakaba-yama off. However, this northern
ridge route up the mountain fills a unique niche among
Niseko Range peaks. For less experienced downhill
skiers, it's a wonderful peak to get acquainted with
the concept of skiing in deep powder, because the
steeper sections are short and manageable. For
the less experienced backcountry navigator, it's the
perfect peak to hone one’s mapreading skills — there
are a number of features along the way to keep things
interesting. There’s also a short alpine section that will
hone one’s decision-making skills in less than ideal
weather. For more experienced backcountry skiers,
this is a great option for those stormy days when you
just want to get out and stretch the legs. We’d hardly
put this on a must-ski list for backcountry skiers tight
on time in the area, but for anyone else, it’s simply one
of the most fun and chill peaks in the range.

Shirakaba: Shirakaba E1% means Japanese white
birch.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

For a simple peak-hunt mission with no lapping of
the better skiing slopes on the way down, expect
about 2.5 hours on the ascent, and 30 minutes on
the descent.

Park up well to the side of Route 66 at the end of
the snow clearing at Kyowa-cho Oikomi 744-1 Gate
HANBTEEE744-14— . Avoid parking in the
large cleared area on the east side of the road — this
is a turn-around area for snowploughs. Skin south
along Route 66 for about 750m, leaving the road
where it bends to the west. Carry on south up the
broad northern ridge through tight stands of spruce
changing to nicely spaced old-growth white and gold
birch. You may see sporadic pink tape marking a
route, but don’t rely on these — they are few and far
between.

The first destination for the climb is the first crossing
of the snowed-in Route 66. Just below this crossing
at around 500m altitude is a short, 75m slope that
is perfect for lapping. In heavier weather, this short
slope is a decent final destination for the day in its
own right. From the start of the route, it’s about a 1
hour hike to this point.

From the Route 66 crossing, it’s another 1.5 hours
to the summit. The broad ridge is tight with younger
white birch for a few hundred meters before opening
up to a beautiful mellow slope with well-spaced

ga - g

trees. This slope continues at an even pitch
to the broad alpine saddle above the treeline
between the minor 931m peak to the east and
the main Shirakaba-yama peak at 954m. Take
care here in low visibility as it could be easy to
get disoriented — keep an eye on your map and
position.

The summit gives fine views across to
Mekunnai-dake EEMA&, Shakunage-dake
v o+4 5, and Chisenupuri FtX 7).
Return the way you came.

TRANSPORT

By car: Parking is on the side of Route 66,
about 100m north of the Kyowa-cho Oikomi
744-1 Gate HFETELZE744-17—b, just
across the road from the Kyowa refuse incin-
erator facility. While it’s technically illegal to
park on the side of the road, it's common prac-
tice in winter — as a courtesy, spend about 15
minutes to clear enough snow to get your car a
few meters more off the road. Avoid parking in
the large snow plough turn-around area on the
eastern side of the road.

Public transport: This route is not accessible
by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES

We position this route as an easy, relaxed way to
stretch the legs, but don’t be fooled — the upper
alpine area is exposed to the weather where
wind chill temperatures can drop to -20°C or
lower. Take appropriate gear. Similarly, the route
is only sporadically marked with pink tape.
Despite being bordered on the northern side by
Route 66 and Route 268, it’s still easy to end up
in different drainages on the descent without a
keen eye on the map.

ONSEN NEARBY

The northern side of the Niseko Range is a little
less replete for onsen than the southern side.
The Iwanai Resort area has a few good options
though, so it’s worth heading in that direction.
Our pick of onsen is Okaerinasai HH AV EE
L) (800yen), a traditional-feeling hotspring just
750m from Iwanai Resort. Note that on Satur-
days and days before public holidays it closes to
day visitors at 3pm. Sansan-no-yu >t > M
7% (500yen) is also a lovely onsen — they have
an adorable pet dog. Il
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