
SAPPORO AREA

limelight, the Shishamonai Falls is jaw-drop-
ping, as is the Jubo Cape ジュウボウ岬 and 
Numamae Cape 沼前岬 areas. The water is 
crystal clear along the duration of the route, 
and cliff tops are covered in beautiful green 
vegetation.

Weather and sea conditions: This area can 
be a tough nut to crack in terms of weather. 
Calm, settled conditions are relatively rare, 
even in the height of summer. On a good day 
the clarity of the water is really quite outstand-
ing, so we’d highly recommend seeking out 
the best of conditions.

Cape Jubo-misaki: This ruggedly beauti-
ful cape and the Shishamonai Falls beyond 
it are by far the most remote sections of this 
route. Access by foot is extremely challenging, 
requiring some serious scrambling along very 
steep and exposed coast. Make conservative 
decisions when considering whether or not to 
make the return trip to Shishamonai Falls or 
not.
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Kamui-misaki
Nozuka↔ Numanokawara

Kamui-misaki 神威岬 is a breath-tak-
ing, tall cape jutting into the Japan Sea 
at the western tip of Shakotan Pen-
insula 積丹岬 in western Hokkaido. 
Steep hillsides are carpeted in bright 
green bamboo grass and coastal veg-
etation, punctuated with rocky crags. 
The intertidal zone stretches out into 
the sea, with rocky spires to paddle 
around. Here, we outline a long sea 
kayak day-paddle along the northern 
and southern sides of the cape. South 
of Kamui-misaki is the gorgeous Num-
amae-misaki cape 沼前岬 and the jag-
ged rocky Jubo-misaki cape ジュウボ
ウ岬. Crystal clear water, natural and 
man-made caves, impressive rocky 
capes, and the dramatic Shishamonai 
Falls シシャモナイ滝 make this an 
excellent day out for fit paddlers.

LOCATION
Kamui-misaki is a prominent cape at the 
northwestern tip of Shakotan Peninsula 
in southwestern Hokkaido. It’s about 
a 2 hour drive west of Sapporo City. 
Here, we describe a route putting in at 
the northeastern end of the route, but 
paddlers can of course paddle in the 
other direction – make your own decision 
based on weather, swell forecasts, and 
location scouting on the day.

Put-in location: For this route guide, we 
assume paddlers put in at the northeastern 
end of the route, at the Nozuka Municipal 
Campground 野塚道営野営場. There is 

a nice beach next to the campground, perfect 
for launching off. In summer, the surf is rarely 
very large here. If you’d prefer to keep the trip 
very short, it’s also possible to put in from the 
rocky beach near the public toilets next to the 
Ushio seafood restaurant, here, right next to 
Cape Kamui. This would cut about 6km from 
the route.

Take-out location: Take out at the Nishi-no-
kawara 西の河原 bay. The beach is rocky, but 
there’s a convenient underpass walkway with 
stairs up to the large parking area above the 
bay. The public toilets marked on Google Maps 
are currently out of order. We’ve heard reports 
of brown bear sightings in the area, so take 
the normal bear precautions. Also be aware 
that mamushi snakes (venomous Japanese 
pit vipers) are reportedly quite common here, 
basking on the bouldery beach.

GENERAL NOTES
It’s difficult to overstate just how impressive 
this section of the Shakotan coast is. While 
the rugged Kamui-misaki cape often takes the 

Enroute camping: A rugged camp could be 
set on Jubo-misaki cape’s Nishi-no-kawara 
spit, but note that there’s no fresh water 
source there. Beyond this, there are precious 
few areas suited to camping apart from Nozu-
ka Campground at the start of the route.

Escape from the water: Much of the non-
cape areas of the route have National High-
way 229 running along the shoreline. The road 
is elevated about 4m from the shore in most 
places, however, with high concrete walls run-
ning along the shore, so access to the road can 
be tricky with kayaks in tow. There are sporad-
ic, narrow concrete stairs to access the road 
from the shore.

Fishing ports: As per Hokkaido bylaws, fish-
ing ports are off-limits to recreational craft 
(including kayaks) unless in an emergency.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
The recommended time of 7.5hrs here allows 
for a very leisurely exploration of intertidal 
zones, waterfalls, tunnels, and a spot of snor-
kelling.

Put in at the beach at Nozuka Campground 
and paddle west towards Kamui-misaki cape. 
At this point, the cape you can see in the 
distance is Mui-misaki cape 武威岬, about 
3km west of the campround. Kamui-misaki 
is another 5km beyond that. From the camp-
ground to Mui-misaki, you’ll be paddling along 
a relatively flat stretch of coast; the sea bottom 
is sandy and the water is relatively shallow. If 
conditions are calm, enjoy the extraordinary 
clarity of the water; you’ll feel as though you’re 
floating on thin air, your shadow projected onto 
the sea floor.

Just beyond Mui-misaki, and just before the 
Yobetsu fishing port 余別漁港 is a small cape 
with remnants of the old coastal foot tunnel. 
The cape area is surrounded by tidal rocks, so 
wander up to take a look if the tides work out.
From there it’s a 4km paddle to get to the 
beginning of the Kamui-misaki cape area 
proper. Watch out for another old foot tunnel, 
tunnelling from one side of a small cape to 
the other. It’s long enough to require a torch 
to walk through it safely – it gets very dark in 
there. Hikers may be seen walking through the 
tunnel, having accessed the coast from further 
east.

Paddling further west now towards Kamui-mis-
aki proper, you’ll likely see the hordes of tour-
ists packed into the narrow walkway high 
above along the ridge of the cape. It’s a truly 
freeing feeling, being far from the madding 
crowds. The steep, green-carpeted slopes to 
the cape’s ridgeline here are beautiful.

Depending on which way the swell and waves 
are coming from, one side of the cape will 
usually be in the lee of swell – most likely the 
eastern side. Therefore, paddlers may find 
more challenging paddling conditions once 
they round the cape. Turning back at the cape 
to return the way you came would be perfectly 
acceptable, so keep that option in your back 
pocket.

If conditions continue to be favourable, con-
tinue now southward along a coast that alter-
nates between rugged capes and concreted 
shoreline. All the cape areas are untouched 
by human activity, as the National Highway 
229 cuts through them via tunnels. Easily the 
most spectacular capes along this west-facing 
coastline are Numamae-misaki and Jubo-mis-
aki. Numamae-misaki is home to caves and 
narrow waterways between towering rocky 
coast. Jubo-misaki feels straight out of Juras-
sic Park.

Then the climax of the trip is the spectacular 
Shishamonai Falls. Getting there requires a 
there-and-back extension to the trip of about 
4km. More of a cascade perhaps than a water-
fall, this remote, kayak-only-access waterfall 
is worth the extra effort to see, however, for 
paddlers who still have energy in the tank after 
paddling 20km already.

TRANSPORT
By car | There’s plenty of free parking at both 
the recommended put-ins/take-outs on this 
route. The Nozuka Campground has plenty, 
and there’s a huge parking area at Numanoka-
wara.
Public transport | In summer, the eastern 
side of Kamui-misaki is serviced by a public 
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bus from Otaru City to Kamui-misaki – 
the Shakotan Line 積丹線 run by Chuo 
Bus. Shakotan-hamanaka bus stop 積
丹浜中バス停 is right next to the Nozu-
ka Campground. The southern side of 
Kamui-misaki is serviced by a public bus 
from Iwanai Town 岩内町 to Kamui-mis-
aki, also run by Chuo Bus – the Kamoenai 
Line 神恵内線. There’s a bus stop at the 
recommended take out for this route; the 
Numanokawara Bus Stop 沼の河原バ
ス停. Google Maps has good up to date 
timetabling information. The buses only 
run between April and October.

SAFETY NOTES
Shakotan Peninsula is bear country so 
take the normal bear-safety precautions. 
In particular, at the take-out at Numa-
nokawara, there have been reports as of 
2022 of sightings of bears that appear to 
not be afraid of humans. As is the case 
with the majority of Hokkaido sea kayak-
ing, this is an exposed coast, with a large 
fetch across the Japan Sea. Kamui-mis-
aki is often the border between calmer 
and heavier seas, so make conservative 
decisions when the sea is up beyond the 
cape.

ONSEN NEARBY
Shakotan Peninsula is home to a few 
really good onsen. Nozuka Campground 
is close to the amazing hilltop Misa-
ki-no-yu 岬の湯 (900yen). They have 
a large relaxation area and offer meals. 
The sunset views from the outdoor baths 
are incredible. If you’re heading back to 
Sapporo, consider the lovely Furubira 
Onsen 日本海ふるびら温泉しおかぜ 
(550yen). ■
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If 
you’ve only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just 
follow the instructions below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, 
but the map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available 
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructions page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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