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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route

guide for route description, GPS file, and safety notes:
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We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital

basemap (tiles) and basemap data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-

30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale vegetation map data created

by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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NISEKO AREA

Chisenupuri
(SE Face)

"

510m

Total Climb

1134m

Highest point

6km

Distance

5.5/10

Difficulty

Dec-Apr

Best season

The southeast face of Chisenupuri F¥tX7
1) (1134m) in the Niseko Range is the pow-
der pocket that just keeps on giving. Often
in the lee of prevailing storms, this area is
hope to some of the deepest powder in the
range. Access is relatively straight forward
too, with a snowed-in highway at the base
of the face, and relatively safe ridge-line
access to the face proper. Being classic ava-
lanche terrain, utmost care is required here
though - the face funnels into a moderate-
ly constrictive gully. With careful planning,
however, this is arguably one of the range’s
most accessible backcountry powder runs.

LOCATION

Chisenupuri is situated in the middle of
the eastern end of the Niseko Range in
southwestern Hokkaido, relatively close to the
bustling ski resort of Niseko. This backcountry
ski route has skiers climb to the south of the
broad eastern face of Chisenupuri, and drop the
southeastern aspect.

GENERAL NOTES

Along with Nitonupuri and Iwaonupuri,
Chisenpuri is one of the most popular
backcountry destinations in the Niseko Range.
Access, snow quality, and terrain all add up
to this area being a great first-stop in winter
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS el

file, interactive map, and extra safety “g,,?“ ]
notes: https://hokw.jp/chiseSE # . %
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Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warran% of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-

Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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exploration in the area. This route also has an optional
detour via the thermal Koyunuma /)\i&38 Pond — a
steaming hot spring pond, suitable for a dip if you're
really keen.

All that said, the southeast face of Chisenupuri is also
a good area to hold objectives lightly — skiing the SE
face will depend heavily on good confidence in the
stability of the snowpack.

The area is also close to a number of incredible
natural onsen for apres ski soak.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

In this description, we assume skiers will start from
the Yusato Gate on Route 66, at the intersection with
Route 58 to Goshiki Onsen. It's also possible to start
from the Chisenupuri Parking Lot, ascending the
Chisenupuri south route via the public uptrack next
to the Chisenupuri catskiing area. From Yusato Gate,
follow the snowed-in Route 66, under the now iconic
(and heavily stickered) road sign, due west towards
the southeast face of Chisenupuri. There are a couple
of switchbacks along the way. Cutting corners on the
switchbacks realistically has minimal return time-
wise. Best to just stick to the road.

Soon after the sharp dogleg bend to the northeast,
gain a narrow, heavily wooded spur leading to a
compact plateau at around 850m. Carry on across
the plateau due north to climb the southern ridge to
access the Chisenupuri summit.

On the descent, if snowpack conditions allow it, ski
the SE face fall line all the way to the road — a thrilling
deep powder drop of around 400m vertical. Re-use
your uptrack for laps.

Once you've had your fill of the SE face, if energy
allows it, we’d heartily recommend descending via
the Koyunuma /J\;532 hotpool. On the western side
of the pool are smaller pools that are great for soaking
the feet in. We've also seen people swimming in the
pool proper — do so at your own risk. This detour will
require donning skins again to climb back out of the
pool area, back to the Route 66 road. Note that this
Koyunuma hotpool is completely separate from the
larger Oyunuma X758 hotpool further down the hill
next to Yukichichibu Onsen.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is a small area at the end of the snow
clearing at the Route 66 road closure gate, where four
or five cars can fit without having to park on the side

of the road along Route 66. If this small area is
already full, you may see others parked on the
side of the road, hard up against the snowbanks
on the left (west) side of Route 66. Technically,
this is illegal for a number of reasons — parking
within the lane, parking too close to an intersec-
tion, etc. It can also effectively reduce Route 66
to one lane, causing traffic headaches. While we
haven’t heard of vehicles being towed, please
obey any signs posted, and always make as
much effort as possible to not obstruct traf-
fic. As backcountry user numbers continue to
increase, we hope to see a feasible solution. In
the meantime, however, it’s up to users to make
good decisions and be careful not to cause
inconvenience to others.

Public transport: There is no public transport
to this route. A taxi from central Hirafu to the
Route 66 gate (24km) would cost around 7,500
to 8,000yen one way. Note that cellphone
reception is limited at the Yusato Gate — Docomo
carriers work OK, but others may not.

SAFETY NOTES

The southeast face of Chisenupuri is classic
avalanche terrain. The upper half of the descent
route is steep, well above the treeline, and is
generally in the lee of the prevailing NW storm
cycles. As such, the snow can be very good,
but this aspect can be heavily wind-loaded at
times. Take extreme caution if choosing to ski
that upper alpine portion. Also, this can be a
very busy backcountry area; be aware of back-
country users above and below you at all times.
By following the recommended routes you'll
have good spatial separation between skiing
and skinning.

ONSEN NEARBY

The closest onsen to the trailhead is Yukichichi-
bu Onsen ZFKIEER (700yen, noon till 7pm,
closed Tuesdays), about 1.5km down Route 66
on the way back to Hirafu. It’s a natural onsen
with a large outdoor bath area. Yukichichi-
bu also has an attached restaurant (11am {ill
2pm). Yukichichibu is a very sulphurous onsen
and so you do tend to stink for a bit afterwards.
Goshiki Onsen AHERR (800yen, 10am till
7pm) further up the road on Route 58 is a gor-
geously rustic natural onsen. It is a must visit
onsen for the region, with 100% pure hot spring
water, flowing into outdoor baths surrounded by
meters of snow. Il



PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size”" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages
that don't include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS

PLEASE PRINT

AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).

\,\OKKA’DO

WILDS

3

hokkaidowilds.org CC BY-SA 4.0




	chisenupuri-SE-backcountry-topomap-description-Ver1
	chisenupuri-SE-skitour-map-Ver1-4

