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SAPPORO AREA

Onuma-yama

(Jozankei)

A

1111m

Highest point

"

511m

Total Climb

@

4.5/10

Difficulty

2

4.8km

Distance

Dec-Mar

Best season

The route up Mt. Onuma (X;Z1 - 1,111m)
near the Toyoha Mine in Jozankei (south-
western Sapporo City) may become your
next favorite Hokkaido backcountry ski
touring route. It is close to Sapporo City.
The climb up is short; only about 2 hours or
s0. The terrain is suitably varied. On a clear
day it boasts some magnificent views. But
the real cherry on the cake is its downhill
slopes. The upper, mostly tree-free slope is
worthy of a few exhilarating laps, while the
second half of the route back down to the
carpark is a glorious dodge-em ride through
nicely spaced woods.

LOCATION

This route starts at the Muine-yama winter
trailhead on the public access road (Route 95)
up to the Toyoha Mine in the upper Jozankei
area, near the south-western border of Sapporo
City. Onuma-yama is just one of the many minor
peaks along a ridge connecting Mt. Yoichi, Mt.
Muine, Mt. Kimobetsu-dake and Nakayama
Pass.

GENERAL NOTES

There are a number of fantastic backcountry
ski routes accessible from the old Toyoha Mine
access road in Jozankei. While the mine is now
closed (since 2005), the road is still cleared in

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: https://hokw.jp/onumaBC

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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winter due to ongoing treatment of wastewater from
the mine, and research into possibilities related to
geothermal power. While the Hokkaido Development
Department keeps the road open in winter, it will
continue to be a popular place for access to the
backcountry.

In order to maintain goodwill with the Hokkaido
Development Department, skiers are asked not to
park on the side of the road, and not to park further
uphill than the Muine-yama trailhead. There are
cleared pullout areas along the road where skiers are
welcome to park.

Mt. Onuma is not marked as such on maps, but the
trig station is officially labeled Onuma, so that’s where
the popular name comes from.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

Fit parties can expect about 2.5hrs from trailhead to
summit, and about 1hr back down. Add on at least an
hour if lapping the upper sloped.

There are sporadic, unofficial route markers in the
form of pink tape on trees. There is no summer trail on
this peak, so winter is a great time to tag the summit.
Park up at the Muine-yama winter trailhead, and walk
the short 200m up the road to the hard 90-degree
bend. This is where the snowclearing equipment turns
around, and there are often very high snow walls from
the road to the top of the snowpack. Clamber up onto
the snowpack and first start along the gully for about
50m before finding a suitable spot to gain the main
ridge to the southwest.

Follow the broad ridge up to the first of two false
peaks. Either head to the summit of those false peaks,
or carefully contour around them to avoid having to put
skins back on on the descent. The 875m false peak
is particularly difficult to contour around effectively.

From the minor saddle southwest of the 875m peak,
continue to follow your nose south-southwest through
very nicely spaced glades to the summit. At the 1000m
contour line there is a fantastic steep slope of about
100m vertical that is the main downhill highlight of
the route. It’s highly recommended to do this route
with enough time up your sleeve to be able to lap this
slope at least twice. It's short but sharp.

From the summit, expect great views towards Yotei-
zan and Shiribetu-dake, as well as the imposing hulk
of Muine-yama. Return the way you came. If you set
your skin track right, you might be in the minority few
to return without putting skins back on for the 875m
false peak. For most others, it’s better to accept one’s
fate and re-don skins, ascend to the 875m peak, and

enjoy the remainder of the descent from there.

TRANSPORT

By car: The company that runs the Toyoha Mine
kindly clears a few small areas off the road for
winter mountain users. The closest of these
to the trailhead for this route up Onuma-yama
is the Muine-yama winter trailhead, here. It's
about 200m downhill from the Onuma-yama
trailhead. Note that on weekends, this parking
area will be full from early morning. Overall, this
is an area where winter mountain users need
to be extra careful to comply with the wishes
of the private company that clears the road, in
order to ensure continued access. If the Muine-
yama trail head parking area is full, there’s a
few other cleared pull-outs further down the
road (downhill from the Muine-yama trailhead).
The Toyaha Mine company expressly requests
that no one parks on the road, and no one parks
further uphill than the Muine-yama trailhead
pullout. Previously, mountain users were per-
mitted to park at the Onuma-yama trailhead,
as well as further up the road in the clearing in
front of the mine gate — as of 2023, this is no
longer allowed (disrupts snow clearing work).
Public transport: This route is not accessible
by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES

The main risk noted in the Hokkaido Yukiyama
Guide (ISBN: 978-4894538047) is the risk of
avalanche in unstable conditions on the last
steep section approaching the summit. Also
noted are cornices on the summit ridge. When
descending, it is very important to make sure
you’re headed in the right direction, particular-
ly when visibility is low and up tracks are no
longer visible. It is quite easy to drop down too
far to the skier’s right from the summit, into the
gully to the east of the ridge you came up on.
This gully has high avalanche risk and there are
multiple cliffs and bluffs.

ONSEN NEARBY

If you are headed back towards Sapporo City,
you'll be passing through Jozankei Onsen area.
A favourite of ours is the down-to-earth Mat-
su-no-yu Onsen on the Sapporo City side of
Jozankei Onsen. There’s another onsen right
next door (Kogane-yu Onsen), but Matsu-no-
Yu has a view of the river and hills. Both onsen
have cheap and cheerful restaurants attached.
If you have time, you might want to check out
the Ainu Culture Center just across the road
from the onsen. Il



PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages
that don't include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS

PLEASE PRINT

AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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