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600m

Total Climb

718m

Highest point

9.5km

Distance

6/10

Difficulty

Jan-Mar

Best season

Urausu-yama ;EE31L (718m) is low in alti-
tude but packs a heck of a punch. Situated
to the west of the lwamizawa Plains, this
area receives some of the highest and most
frequent snowfall in Hokkaido. The snow
here from late January to end of February is
as deep as it gets in Hokkaido. There is a
plethora of terrain options to explore for the
more adventurous skier, from mellow bowls
to very exposed, very steep faces. Even for
the beginner, however, a simple up-and-
back along the ridge will allow for a great
day out.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE x

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: https://hokw.jp/urausu

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rante/ ©of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
gose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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LOCATION

Urausu-yama sits to the west of the long north-
south Ishikari River plains, between Iwamizawa
and Takikawa cities, about 60km northeast of
Sapporo City. There’s a summer trail to the summit
approaching from the west, but this winter route
approaches the summit from a northwest ridge via a
snowed-in forestry road. The route starts from the end
of the snow clearing near the Urausu Town Recycling/
Incineration Center.

GENERAL NOTES

The hills to the west of the Takikawa Plains get an
inordinate amount of snow. Access and terrain can
be tricky though. Approaches can be long, and slopes
can be densely wooded and steep. Urausu-yama,
however, bucks the trend with relatively easy access,
and some beautiful bowl and ridgeline skiing. Being
relatively low altitude means anything up to around
650m in altitude in the area will be relatively sheltered
from wind, so this can be a good storm-skiing zone
(but, note the cautions regarding the southeast
aspects).

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

A simple mission to the summit and back along the
ridge will likely take a fit party about 3-4 hours. If your
focus is on lapping slopes, it’s quite possible to spend
up to 6 or 7 hours in the area.

Starting from the end of the snow clearing near the
Municipal Recycling Center, skin northwest along the
snowed-in road for about 30 minutes. Just after the
Osatsunai-entei Dam , gain the spur on your left (to
the south), and follow this up towards the 490m point
on the map. From the 490m point, keep heading along
the heavily corniced ridge to the summit at 718m. On
either side of the ridge are great slopes for lapping.
Generally, the southern slopes are steepest, but also
the most hazardous — lots of glide cracks. There are
some great bowl-like broad gullies dropping to the
northeast off the ridge at around the 500-600m mark
which offer less hazardous runs. Gullies lower down
in this area are classic Hokkaido terrain traps, and
will give diminishing returns for all but the hardiest
of skiers.

The return along the snowed-in road is just steep
enough to pole, instead of putting skins back on — at
least some of the time. Your mileage may vary.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is a small, cleared snow-dumping
area just across from the entrance to the Urau-
su Municipal Recycle Center. It’s large enough
to park four or five cars. Try to park in a man-
ner that doesn’t completely block snowplows’
access to the sides of the dumping area.
Public transport: This route is not accessible
by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES

The southern aspects on this route are steep,
corniced, and full of very deep glide cracks that
may or may not be visible. It's very important to
get eyes on these aspects prior to considering
skiing them. There are also glide cracks down
lower in the gullies — make conservative deci-
sions when selecting descent routes.

ONSEN NEARBY

Close to the trailhead is the lovely Urausu
Onsen SEFIER (450yen). There’s no outdoor
bath, but the indoor bath has amazing views,
high above a snowed-in pond. There’s also an
attached restaurant. Il




PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
you've only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow
the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale, but the
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages
that don't include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS

1 : 2

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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