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The Shakotan Peninsula ER¥E
coast from Yoichi Rt to Bikuni &
[E is a 25km stretch of high cliffs,
small fishing villages, clear water, and
one of Hokkaido’s most iconic coast-
al features - Candle Rock OV 4&.
At certain times of the year, the rising
sun looks like a flame at the tip of this
prominent 16m tall spire protruding
directly from the sea’s surface. In par-
ticular, the southern section of this
stretch of coast, around Shiripa-mis-
aki <21/ \IH is a gorgeous labyrinth of
rocks, reefs, and secluded beaches.

LOCATION

This section of coast is situated at
the southeastern end of the Shakotan
Peninsula, west of Sapporo City in
southwestern Hokkaido. The full 25km
section as described here starts at Yoichi
Town and finishes at the small fishing
village of Bikuni. There are multiple
options along the way to shorten the trip.

Put-in location: We recommend putting
in at Hamanaka Moire Beach JxHE
L 387K;4815 just west of the Yoichi River
mouth. There’s easy access to the beach,
and plenty of parking. Officially, this is a
swimming beach, so in the height of the
summer season, it may be busy with
families and kids.

Take-out location: For the full 25km
paddle, take out at the Bikuni Fishing Port
Beach ZEE&EBFRMILE. If you'd
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like to just take in the best of the coast from
Yoichi to Candle Rock, we would recommend
taking out at the sheltered Yunai Beach ;&M
£ —F at Toyohama-cho Z;&HT. That would
give you a paddle of about 12km.

GENERAL NOTES

Take a look on GSI's topomaps of the area, and
you’ll see the eastern portion of this route has
about as many capes as you can getina 10km
section of coast. The best part is that they’re
all spectacular in their own right — high con-
glomerate cliffs, caves, and secluded gravel
beaches. Just paddling that first 10-15km or
so of this route is a treat. When we first pad-
dled the full 25km stretch, however, we opted

to make it an easy overnighter trip, camping
along the way on the old abandoned road at
the 13km point, just after the iconic Candle
Rock (@Y 75 Rosoku-iwa).

Like the vast majority of sea kayaking loca-
tions in Hokkaido, this route is exposed to the
open sea. In summer (July-Sept), however, the
Japan Sea is very often a calm oasis, with very
little swell.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

We recommend allowing about 7hrs+ for this
route. It can also make for a nice overnighter,
although remote camping spots can be some-
what limited.

Naturally, this section of coast can be paddled
in either direction. Here we describe paddling
from east to west.

Put in at the Hamanaka swimming/surf beach
at Yoichi, and head northwest along the beach
and past the large Yoichi Port breakwaters.
Soon, you'll leave the concrete behind for a
while as you paddle around the gorgeous Cape
Shiripa /1) \Ii§ (Shiripa-misaki). This cape
marks the beginning of a gorgeous 8km sec-
tion of rocky capes and secluded gravel beach-
es. There are two caves along the way — one
at Shiripa-misaki, and one at Eboshi-misaki.
This section of coast culminates at the weirdly
famous Ebisu Rock. It’s difficult to understand
why this rock is such a tourist attraction if only
looking at it from the water. From the road on
the coast, it does make a nice photograph, so
long as you avoid getting the concrete break-
waters into the shot.

From Ebisu-iwa it's about 3km to one of the
highlights of this section of coast — Candle
Rock @7/ ~& (Rosoku-iwa). This rock gets
its name from the fact that at certain times of
the year, the rising sun looks like a flame atop
this 46m high prominence. The rock is about
500m from the coast proper, so choose your
weather wisely to ensure a safe crossing to
the small rocky island. Note also that the sea
is relatively shallow between the rock and the
coast proper — this can lead to some confused
seas when there is wind chop.

If conditions are a bit concerning at this point
for the remainder of the trip, it’s possible to
take shelter in the well-protected Yunai Beach
cove ;5 AHEX. There’s a nice sandy beach,
toilets, and a bus stop (Toyohamacho £ ;&)
here. This is also an OK place to camp if you’d
prefer to be closer to civilization.

West along the coast from Yunai beach is
Charashinai Cape 7+ =<7 If. This cape
is the location of one of Hokkaido’s worst
road tunnel accidents, where a large part of
the cliff collapsed, punctured the entrance to
a tunnel, and crushed a bus that happened to
be traveling through the tunnel at the moment
it happened. 20 people died. Had we known
this beforehand, we may not have chosen to
camp on the now-abandoned road in front of
the now-closed tunnel. The rocky beach there
can make for a nice campfire though, so the
less superstitious will find it a perfectly good
remote campsite.

The remaining 12km to Bikuni travels past a
slightly more populated section of coast, but
still has enjoyable capes to round here and
there. The take out at Bikuni is a good one —a
protected beach, large car park, campground,

toilets, and running water for rinsing off gear.

TRANSPORT

By car | There’s plenty of parking at all the
put-ins/take-outs.

Public transport | Yoichi Town is accessible
from Sapporo by JR train — get off at Yoichi JR
train station Zx/JRER. From the train station
to the nearest feasible put-in on the coast is a
1km walk. This whole section of coast, along
Route 229, is serviced by the Hokkaido Chuo
Bus Shakotan-sen bus line dt@&EAHR/ VX
#&/348(20). Buses run about once an hour.
This makes public transport shuttling relatively
straightforward. At the eastern end (Yoichi end)

Japanese Map Glossary

cho i) town
dake/mine E/Z peak
eki R station
goya/koya N hut
gyoko s fishing port
ike A pond
iwa = rock
kaigan B coast
kawa/gawa JI river
ko/mizumi W lake
ko = port
misaki e cape
onsen B hot spring
sawa R stream
shima = island
tani/dani a valley
taki & waterfall
todai =) lighthouse
toge 43 pass
wan = bay
yama/san/zan if] mountain

of the route, there’s the Hamanakacho
bus stop JExARE]. At the western end
of the route (Bikuni), there’s the Bikuni-
bashi bus stop Z£[E[#5. Along the route
there’s the Furubira Kazoku Ryokomura
HFEREERRITAT bus stop, Okimachi 4
BT bus stop, Toyohamacho £ &HT bus
stop and Shiraiwacho F:&HT bus stop.
These are all situated nicely for an early
escape from the water if need be.

SAFETY NOTES

In the summer months, this section of
coast can be as flat as a millpond. Take
care with any strong northerly winds
however. There’s a large fetch to the
north, so wind swell will whip up quick-
ly. There are a number of escape options
along the route, but note that capes are
largely inaccessible by land, and there
are some remote beaches only accessi-
ble by water.

ONSEN NEARBY

Our onsen of choice for this area is
the lovely Furubira Onsen HEER
(550yen), nestled in the hills above Furu-
bira Town at the western end of this pad-
dle. It's about 3.1km from the nearest
feasible take out for a kayak, however, so
is best considered for a soak on the way
back to Sapporo from Bikuni (if driving).
Another onsen, this time at the far east-
ern end of the route in Yoichi, is the Tsu-
rukame Onsen #8588 ER (850yen). It's
accessible from the beach, and there’s an
attached restaurant serving good onsen
fare (open for lunch 11:30-14:30, dinner
17:00-19:30). Tsurukame Onsen has a
good view of the beach and sea from the
outdoor baths. Il

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guides for GPS
files, interactive maps, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/candle
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If
you've only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just
follow the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale,
but the map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages
that don't include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS

1 2

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.

Print
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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