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The Osatsube Coast E4LEBiEE on
the southeastern tip of the Oshima
Peninsula is by no means remote. In
fact, it positively heaves with human
activity. There’s one of Hokkaido’s
most popular surf beaches, a number
of small fishing ports, and Hokkai-
do’s largest kelp farm. As such, it’s a
fascinating section of coast to expe-
rience just how intimately involved
Hokkaido coastal locals can be with
a near-coast sea area - expect plen-
ty of concrete, break-waters, boat
ramps, and kelp processing facilities.
All of this human landscape is rela-
tively small-scale though, so it never
really feels over-bearing. Furthermore,
interspersed between the human
landscape are relatively untouched
and rugged capes, cliffs, and water-
falls. This is a coast with a lot going
on, and will keep the paddler engaged
throughout, right to the exciting surf
beach landing.

SOUTHERN HOKKAIDO

LOCATION

The Osatsube Coast is on the far southeastern
end of the Oshima Peninsula in southern
Hokkaido. It’s just a 45 minute drive east of
Hakodate City. Put-in and take-out locations

| are described below, but naturally this coast

can be paddled in either direction.

PUT-IN LOCATION

Arguably the most convenient spot to put in
on this section of coast is the small beach
at the mouth of the Yagi River /\AJI| (more
like a stream) just west of the Osatsube
Kurowashimisaki fishing port E4LERERIR
Ja7%&. There are convenient concrete steps
down to the beach. There’s plenty of parking
in the area next to the fishing port. From there,
paddlers can paddle either west or east along
the coast, depending on one’s objectives. To
paddle the full length of this section of coast,
put in at the small, mostly disused boat ramp
here, about 1okm northwest of Osatsube
Port. Note, however, there’s no parking in the
vicinity. You’ll need to drop boats and park your
vehicle elsewhere.

TAKE-OUT LOCATION

The southeastern-most end of this section
of coast is Todohokke Surf Beach &kF1—
7 E—F. This is a very popular surf beach,
so take utmost care when approaching the
beach, taking care not to get in the way
of surfers. Depending on the tide and surf
conditions, the waves can be relatively dumpy
— we recommend scouting the beach prior
1o setting off. If the surf is unruly, there’s the
option to take out in the relative shelter of
some breakwaters around here, a few hundred
meters south of the main surf area.

GENERAL NOTES

As far as Hokkaido paddling routes go, this
section of coast on the southeastern tip of the
Oshima Peninsula is by no means remote. In
fact, it positively heaves with human activity.
There’s one of Hokkaido’s most popular surf
beaches, a number of small fishing ports, and
Hokkaido’s largest kelp farm. As such, it’s
a fascinating section of coast to experience
just how intimately involved Hokkaido coast-
al locals can be with a near-coast sea area.
In some places, it’s really quite extraordinary

how much the coast has been bent to the will
of the people living there — expect plenty of
concrete, break-waters, boat ramps, and kelp
processing facilities. All of this human land-
scape is relatively small-scale though, so it
never really feels over-bearing. Furthermore,
interspersed between the human landscape
are relatively untouched and rugged capes,
cliffs, and waterfalls. This is a coast with a lot
going on, and will keep the paddler engaged
throughout, right to the exciting surf beach
landing.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

We’ve included the full 25km we paddled over
two days here. Easily done in one long day, or
at a more leisurely two days if you've got a
weekend for it.

Here, we describe a full paddle along the 25km
of coast, putting in at the small deserted boat
ramp here. For the first 5km or so, you'll be
paddling along a coast with plenty of concrete
and boat ramps — an interesting look into how
the Hokkaido locals co-exist with the sea here.
The human activity only increases in volume
as you approach Osatsube fishing port. This
area is Hokkaido’s largest kelp farming area.
A great massive section of the offshore coast
is covered with buoys and ropes, all dedicated
to the farming of kelp, or konbu E# in Japa-
nese. This kelp is harvested, dried, and used in

all manner of Japanese cuisine. It’s an incredi-
bly important additive to achieve the all-impor-
tant umami that is so crucial to the Japanese
food experience.

Just east of Osatsube Port is Yagi-kawa river,
a beautifully clear stream, with a small beach.
This is a good spot for a break. From Osatsube
Port, the coast is conspicuously less impacted
by human activity. A number of small capes
and reefs await. Arguably the highlight of this
section of coast is the Furube Falls THERDK
7&. This surprisingly high waterfall comes out
of nowhere, and is only practically viewed from
the sea. The water that flows off the top of the
cliff is very iron-rich, dying the surrounding
area a deep red.

The final large cape of the paddle before
Todohokke Beach is Choshi-misaki kI,
The sea condition can be somewhat different
beyond the cape, so be prepared for a pos-
sible last 1km or so of difficult paddling into
the beach. Watch for surfers as you approach
Todohokke Beach, and take some time to view
what the waves are doing before heading in.

TRANSPORT

By car | Parking at the Toyo fishing port put-
in, as well as the Hyakunin-hama surf beach
put-in, is relatively limited. Paddlers putting
in at the small beach next to Toyo fishing port

should park 500m away next to the small park
and public toilets in the fishing port parking
area. Don’t park on the side of the road next to
the concrete stairs, as this can get in the way
of local harvesters. At the Hyakunin-hama surf
beach, there’s space for about two or three
cars at the end of the road. It’s also possible
to drive down the very rough and steep dirt
road to the beach, but note that a) the sand is
relatively soft and 2) two-wheel-drive vehicles
may struggle to get back up the road from the
beach in wet conditions.

Public transport | This entire coastline is dot-
ted with bus stops — perhaps one of the high-
est density of bus stops along a single stretch
of road we’ve seen in Hokkaido. These are
all accessible from Hakodate JR train station
via local bus. For the Osatsube Port put in, for
example, you'll want to get off at Kurowashi-
misaki Gyoko bus stop ER &, For the
northwestern-most put in at the small boat
ramp, you can take the bus to Nisoma bus
stop —#&FE. For Todohokke Beach, get a bus
to/from Choshi bus stop &k=. For timetabling
and scheduling, use Google Maps.

SAFETY NOTES

Being at the southeastern end of the relative-
ly protected Uchiura Bay, this section of coast
isn’'t going to see the large Pacific Ocean
swells that other Pacific-facing coastal areas
get. With a large fetch to the northeast, how-
ever, conditions can get rough when there’s a
strong northerly or easterly blowing. Also note
that before 10am or so in the morning, there
will be a lot of kelp harvester boats zipping in
and out of breakwaters. They won’t be expect-
ing to see kayakers in the area, and given the
speed they move about, they may not see you
close to the surface of the water. We would
recommend avoiding paddling before 10am if
possible, particularly at the northern end of the
route, and especially when visibility is low.

Japanese Map Glossary

cho i) town
dake/mine E/Z peak
eki R station
goya/koya N hut
gyoko s fishing port
ike A pond
iwa = rock
kaigan B coast
kawa/gawa JI river
ko/mizumi W lake
ko = port
misaki e cape
onsen B hot spring
sawa R stream
shima = island
tani/dani a valley
taki & waterfall
todai =) lighthouse
toge 43 pass
wan = bay
yama/san/zan 1 mountain

ONSEN NEARBY

About 10 minutes drive south from
Todohokke Beach is the amazing tidal
Mizunashi-kaihin Onsen KB EER
(free). This wild hotspring is somewhat of
a natural wonder. At high tide, the rock
pools are flooded with sea water, and you
can only feel the faintest of warmth as
the natural hot water seeps straight into
the sea water. At low tide, however, the
pools fill up with a perfect temperature
hot spring water. There are a number of
pools of differing temperatures. In order
to make sure you get there at the right
time, check the Hakodate City website for
the tide charts in English and Japanese,
here. For a more civilised onsen experi-
ence, the nearby Hotel Cape 1~ 7 /L EE
(400yen) has the typical onsen bathing
experience, with sauna, cold pool, and
outdoor pools. H

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE o

Please visit the full route guides for GPS
files, interactive maps, and extra safety
notes: http://hokw.jp/osatsu

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan, the Japan
Hydrological Association, and the Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was
taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any
responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accuracy. There are no
warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of merchantability
or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product. However,
notification of any errors will be appreciated. NAUTICAL CHART INFORMATION
ON THIS MAP SHOULD NOT BE USED FOR MARINE NAVIGATION - PLEASE REFER
TO OFFICIAL CHARTS.

MAP, TEXT, PHOTOS | Rob Thomson
hokkaidowilds.org 2023/09/20
MAP FOLD & LAYOUT CONCEPT | Dominika Gan

Unless indicated otherwise, all content on this PDF (pages 1 to 1) is li-
censed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International
License (CC BY-SA 4.0). Please attribute <author-name> (hokkaidowilds.
org), and let us know so we can link to your work. E.g., “Photo by Rick
Siddle (hokkaidowilds.org)“
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If
you've only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just
follow the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale,
but the map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages
that don't include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS

1 2

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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