
EASTERN HOKKAIDO

‘cliffed’, pa means ‘cape’.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
We completed this paddle in just over four 
hours.

Launch off the beach at Senposhi port and 
head southeast along the coast towards the 
cape. After about 3km, you’ll arrive at an old 
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Cape Shirepa

Cape Shirepa 尻羽岬 is a prominent 
cape at the southwestern end of Akke-
shi Bay 厚岸湾 in eastern Hokkaido. 
The outer Pacifi c Ocean side of the 
cape consists of towering cliffs and 
bluffs. Hokake-iwa 帆かけ岩 awaits 
with its torii gate perched precarious-
ly on top of the rock, as the base of the 
rock gets battered by the heavy Pacfi c 
swells. Expect to see seals, deer, and 
sea eagles on the sheltered approach 
to the cape proper..

LOCATION
Cape Shirepa is at the southwestern edge 
of the expansive Akkeshi Bay in eastern 

Hokkaido. From Sapporo, it’s about a 5-hour 
drive to reach the put-in. It’s on the Pacifi c 
coast of far east Hokkaido, only a stone’s 
throw from Russia.

PUT-IN LOCATION
The most convenient put-in for paddling to 
Cape Shirepa is arguably the beach outside 
Sempoji fi shing port 仙鳳趾漁港. This will 
allow for a relatively sheltered paddle southeast 
to the cape, with paddlers only exposed to the 
open ocean for the last little poke out from the 
cape at the end. Be aware, however, that the 
beach can have dumpy waves, and the area 
is somewhat of a fi shing-waste dumping 
wasteland. It is what it is, however. It’s an 
interesting look into little-seen Hokkaido local 
fi shing culture and practices. The waves get 
less dumpy the further south along the beach 
you go, so have a look around to fi nd the most 
suitable spot to launch.

TAKE-OUT LOCATION
The take-out is the same location as the put-
in. 

GENERAL NOTES
Cape Shirepa isn’t high on the list for many sea 
kayakers, but it makes for a worthy excursion 
if you’re in the Akkeshi area. The approach to 
the cape is beautifully protected from open-
ocean swells, and paddlers can choose how 
much exposure they want to the open ocean 
once at the cape proper. On the approach, 
expect seals and sea eagles. If conditions do 
allow it, it is absolutely worthwhile paddling a 
few hundred meters west along the exposed 
Pacifi c coast. The swells are thick and heavy, 
the cliffs and bluffs are towering, and Hokake-
iwa Shrine – just a torii gate is visible from the 
water – is delightfully photogenic.

Naming: The name ‘Shirepa’ comes from the 
indigenous Hokkaido Ainu language. Sir means 

deserted bay with a few old fi shing cabins. 
Just southeast of the bay is a small stream 
cascading into the sea. From there, it’s another 
3km to the cape, passing several small water-
falls along the way. There are small protected 
beaches along the way suitable for landing on 
for a break.

To round the cape, paddlers will need to fi nd 
a 100m-wide clear channel of less rowdy 
water, fl anked by reef breaks to the east and 
shore breaks to the west. This channel is usu-
ally easy to see. Once on the Pacifi c side of 
the cape, paddlers will be fully exposed to the 
heavy Pacifi c swell that characterises eastern 
Hokkaido’s shoreline. So long as it’s not too 
windy, this swell is usually perfectly manage-
able.

It’s possible to paddle to Kushiro along this 
coast from Cape Shirepa, a distance of around 
40km. For this daytrip, however, paddling 
about 1km west from the cape, past Hokake-
iwa Shrine to the fi rst main headland and back 
should suffi ce for getting a feel of the dramat-
ic coastline around here. Return the way you 
came.

TRANSPORT
By car | There is plenty of parking at the gravel 
beach on the outside of Senposhi port. Note 
that this area is used mainly by oyster and 

fi shing operation staff, so do try to park in a 
way that doesn’t block access.
Public transport | This route is not accessible 
by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES
The approach to the cape along the protected 
Akkeshi Bay southwestern coast is relatively 
easy. Beyond the cape on the Pacifi c Ocean, 
however, paddlers will be very exposed to 
the open ocean. Carefully check the weath-
er before setting off, and make conservative 
decisions when deciding to round the cape or 
not.

ONSEN NEARBY
Akkeshi has a real lack of onsen in the imme-
diate area. The only public bath in the town is 
Kiraku-yu 喜楽湯  (490yen). While you might 

MAP, TEXT, PHOTOS | Rob Thomson

hokkaidowilds.org   2023/10/23

MAP FOLD & LAYOUT CONCEPT | Dominika Gan

Unless indicated otherwise, all content on this PDF (pages 1 to 1) is li-
censed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International 
License (CC BY-SA 4.0). Please attribute <author-name> (hokkaidowilds.

org), and let us know so we can link to your work. E.g., “Photo by Rick 
Siddle (hokkaidowilds.org)“

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan, the Japan 
Hydrological Association, and the Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was 
taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any 
responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accuracy. There are no 
warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of merchantability 
or fi tness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product. However, 
notifi cation of any errors will be appreciated. NAUTICAL CHART INFORMATION 
ON THIS MAP SHOULD NOT BE USED FOR MARINE NAVIGATION - PLEASE REFER 
TO OFFICIAL CHARTS.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guides for GPS 
fi les, interactive maps, and extra safety 
notes: http://hokw.jp/shirepa
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be tempted to shun the place because it 
is not a natural hot spring, we would still 
highly recommend visiting at least once. 
It’s one of the few very traditional sen-
to 銭湯 public baths in Hokkaido, so it’s 
very worthwhile to visit. If you’re heading 
further east anyway though, we would 
recommend Kiritappu Hotspring Yuyu 霧
多布温泉ゆうゆ  (500yen). This large 
facility has a restaurant, a large relaxa-
tion area, indoor/outdoor pools, and sau-
na (cold plunge pool included). Kiritappu 
is about 1hr drive east of Cape Shirepa. If 
you’re heading west to Kushiro, we rec-
ommend the large Taiki-yu Onsen Har-
utori Baths 大喜湯 春採店 in the east 
of the city (490yen). They have a large 
indoor bathing area, sauna, cold plunge 
pool, and an outdoor pool. ■
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この地図の作成に当たっては、国⼟地理院⻑の承認を得て、同院発⾏の基盤地図情報及び電⼦地形図（タイル）を使⽤した
（承認番号平30情使、第867号）。併せて、⽇本⽔路協会海図データ（new� pec画像データやM7000等深線、承認番号 第 
2022005）や1/25,000植⽣図GISデータ（環境省⽣物多様性センター）も使⽤し、hokkaidowilds.orgが植⽣図や⽔深図を作
成・加⼯した。航海⽤の地図として使⽤しないでください。

We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital basemap (tiles) and basemap
data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified Japan Hydrological
Association marine data (newpec raster data and M7000 underwater contour data, Permission No. 2022005) and
1:25000 scale vegetation map data created by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free
Avenza Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your
location in real time: https://link.avenza.com/G5VZ

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route
guide for route description, GPS file, and safety
notes: https://hokw.jp/shirepa

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases provided by the
Geospatial Information Authority of Japan, Japan Hydrographic Association, and the Biodiversity
Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any
responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or
implied, including the warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying
this product. However, notification of any errors will be appreciated. NAUTICAL CHART INFORMATION
ON THIS MAP SHOULD NOT BE USED FOR MARINE NAVIGATION - PLEASE REFER TO OFFICIAL CHARTS.
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructi ons on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If 
you’ve only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just 
follow the instructi ons below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, 
but the map will be clipped a litt le at the top and bott om.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitti  ng Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printi ng, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print opti on available 
on your printer (setti  ngs will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructi ons page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instructi on sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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