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depend greatly on water levels. In height-of-
summer low water fl ows, you’ll be doing more 
rock-dodging than anything else. The river 
rises fast with rain however, and at elevated 
levels, open-deck canoeists will have their 
hands full. In a packraft in most levels, it’s just 
a matter of pointing your raft downstream and 
enjoying the ride. For experienced kayakers in 
hard-shell kayaks, the rapids will be suitably 
fun, with the main attraction being the overall 
remoteness of the paddle which is a rarity in 
Japan.

Rapids: On the map, we’ve marked some of 
the more signifi cant rapids in this section of 
river. These are not the only rapids, howev-
er, and it’s fair to say the river changes fairly 
regularly with each seasonal fl ood. Take our 
rapids markings with a grain of salt and make 
sure to do your own scouting.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
In a double duckie with two strong paddlers, 
we’ve smashed out this section in just under 
three hours, including a 15-minute walk 
around the derelict hydro power station. With a 
larger group with less experienced paddlers, or 
if you’re paddling an open-deck canoe where 
more scouting is required, we’d recommend 
allowing around at least fi ve hours.

From the Fukuyama-bashi Bridge 福山橋, 
you’ve got about 1.5km of swifts and relaxing 
moving water before the rapids start in ear-
nest. After that, rapids randing from CII to CIII 
come every 500m or so. Most are relatively 
straightforward, but can have large rocks in 
the middle of them, sometimes only just con-
cealed in the whitewater. If you’re paddling 
an open-deck canoe, there may be frequent 
scouting missions required. Scouting is easy 
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鵡川 （福山～富内）   Paddling Map    1:25000

Fukuyama to Tomiuchi
Mukawa River

The Mukawa River 鵡川 is one of Hok-
kaido’s premiere whitewater rivers, 
with a 40km+ middle section consist-
ing of regular CIII rapids, very remote 
access, and numerous boulder gar-
dens. This section from Fukuyama 福
山 to Tomiuchi 富内 is the lower-most 
section of the rowdy part of the Muka-
wa, but does not let up in terms of 
descent. Expect house-sized boulders, 

a very real feeling of remoteness, and fre-
quent long rapids. Supremely packrafta-
ble, and a great challenge for experienced 
open-deck canoeists.

LOCATION
The Mukawa River is a major waterway fl owing 
from deep in the northern Hidaka Range in 
western-central Hokkaido, southwards out 
to the Pacifi c Ocean east of Tomakomai on 
Hokkaido’s southern coast. This section of 
the river fl ows directly south from a remote 
section of National Highway 274, about 10km 
east of the small settlement of Hobetsu.

Put-in: The put-in for this section of the 
Mukawa is on river-right under Fukuyama-
ohashi Bridge 福山大橋. There’s a rough 
gravel road down to the gravel riverbed with 
room to turn around under the bridge.

Take-out: The lower-most take-out location is 
about 100m downstream from Tomiuchi-bashi 
Bridge 富内橋, just south of the Tomiuchi 
settlement. This lower take-out does involve 
more slow-moving water paddling, however. 
If you’d prefer to only paddle the best stuff, 
without the last 4km or so of slower paddling, 
then it’s also possible to take out 4km or so 
upstream river-right. There’s a tiny space off 
the side of Route 610 where you could park 
one vehicle. Note that access to the riverside 
may be overgrown, so we suggest scouting 
this take-out well before committing to it.

GENERAL NOTES
The 40km or so stretch of the Mukawa River 
from Shimukappu Village to Tomiuchi settle-
ment is, without a doubt, one of Hokkaido’s 
most captivating sections of whitewater riv-
er. Above Shimukapppu, the river is a gentle 
meander along a high plateau. Below Tomi-
uchi, the river saunters across the plains 
to the Pacifi c Ocean. In between, the river 
transforms into a constricted, boulder-strewn, 
remote whitewater playground. Riversides 
are untouched, and cliffs tower over the pad-
dler below. Mercifully, it’s also largely free of 
concrete monstrosities that otherwise plague 
many other Hokkaido rivers.

This 17km stretch of whitewater between 
Fukuyama and Tomiuchi is essentially the last 
of the whitewater on the Mukawa. Beyond this 
section, there’s just under 50km of CI to CII riv-
er until the river hits the Pacifi c Ocean. Despite 
being the last of the whitewater, the gradient 
doesn’t let up much. The rapids are long and 
relatively steep, but still only top out at around 
CIII in normal water fl ows. Between rapids are 
relaxed sections of river to catch your breath.

Diffi culty on this section of the Mukawa will 

though, as there’s usually a gravel beach to 
one side of the river.

The fi rst signifi cant rapids come at just under 
7km from the put-in. A set of pushy rapids 
about 150m long will keep paddlers on their 
toes. Another 1km downstream you’ll see an 
old covered roadway slowly being consumed 
by the eroding cliffs above. Once again there’s 
a long (300m+) set of rapids, but these are 
generally suited to pointing downstream and 
paddling hard.

At the 8.3km mark, there’s an old weir to con-
tend with. At lower river levels, this can be run 
on river-right, through the gate. At higher lev-
els, however, a strong backwash can appear. 
Also note on the left of the opening is jagged 
steel plate. We’d generally recommend scout-
ing the opening before running it. Another 1km 
downstream from the old weir is what some 
paddlers refer to as the Crux Rapids. The river 
fl ows left to right over a messy, rocky ledge 
here. This could be very tricky in an open-deck 
canoe at lower water levels. Just after this is 
a signifi cant (but fun) boulder garden, which 
could be tricky in higher water levels.

At 10km is the derelict Fukuyama Hydroelec-
tric Power Station. This old building is worth 
stopping at to take a look around if you have 
time. It’s a bit of a scramble from the river up 
to the building.

We haven’t marked any rapids beyond the old 
power station, but they certainly do exist. Pray 
for higher rather than lower water, as they’re 
most certainly easier when the water is high-
er, as the large rocks will be submerged. The 
fi nal 3km or so to the take-out at Tomiuchi is 
very relaxed. The rapids are over and it’s now 
a gentle meander to the take-out about 100m 
downstream of the Tomiuchi Bridge on river 
right.

TRANSPORT
By car: If there’s one thing that will put most 
paddlers off this section of river, it’s the shuttle. 
For this one 17km stretch of river, the shuttle 
is a circuitous 35km. The Route 610 marked 
on the map does not connect from Fukuyama 
to Tomiuchi. As for parking, there is room for 
parking at the put-in and take-out – access 
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guides for GPS 
fi les, interactive maps, and extra safety 
notes: https://bit.ly/muktom

5hrs
Time

Class III
Diffi culty

4/5
Water clarity

Jun-Oct
Best season

This route is on Mukawa River (鵡川), or 
Muk-ap in the Ainu indigenous language. The 
river is a Class A (一級河川) river, 135km in 
total length. This section of the river is between 
3m and 50m wide. The gradient for this section 
of river is 5.5 mpk (29.04 FPM).

RIVER DETAILS

5.5
Gradient (mpk)

17km
Distance

the riverside at the put-in via a short gravel 
double-track. There’s plenty of room to park 
under the bridge. Parking at the take-out is 
more limited – two cars at a push could park 
in the turn-around area at the end of the gravel 
road on the raised stopbank. If more parking 
is required, consider parking nearby at the old 
train station in the Tomiuchi settlement.

Public transport: There is no public transport 
to this route.

SAFETY NOTES
The main concern on this section of the Muka-
wa is diffi culty of access to the river. Route 610 
along the river is more or less destroyed and 
is impassible by vehicle. Paddlers should be 
self-reliant. There is very little cellular recep-
tion on the river – take an alternative form of 

communications such as a satellite mes-
senger (SPOT or Garmin inReach). Note 
that the Mukawa River is known for rising 
quickly after heavy rain.

ONSEN NEARBY
If your post-paddle driving takes you 
back towards Sapporo City, then we rec-
ommend dropping in to the Jukai Onsen 
Hakua 樹海温泉はくあ (520yen) in 
Hobetsu Village on Route 274 (about 10km 
west of the take-out). They have lovely 
outdoor baths, and there’s a post-offi ce 
attached, curiously. If you’re headed back 
to Shimukappu, then we’d recommend 
Yunosawa Mori-no-shiki Onsen 湯の沢
森の四季温泉 (550yen). There’s no out-
door baths, but the attached restaurant 
has great food at a reasonable price. ■
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructi ons on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If 
you’ve only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just 
follow the instructi ons below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, 
but the map will be clipped a litt le at the top and bott om.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitti  ng Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printi ng, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print opti on available 
on your printer (setti  ngs will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructi ons page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instructi on sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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