
HIDAKA RANGE

operation besides the cat-access roads (we 
approached Tomamu Resort for comment on 
leased area but received no reply). If skiing the 
northeast side of Soshubetu-dake peak, be 
nice and don’t ski where catskiing groups are 
skiing.

Peak naming: Soshubetsu-dake is not named 
on offi cial Japan government topomaps. We’re 
not aware of who named the peak, but it is 
indeed referred to within the mountaineering 
community as Soshubetsu-dake. There’s 
another Soshubetsu-dake in the area too 
(1347m).
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Soshubetsu-dake

Soshubetsu-dake 双珠別岳 (1383m) 
is an easily-attained peak in the Nis-
sho Pass 日勝峠 (1022m) area of the 
northern Hidaka Range. Because the 
route for the southern slopes starts 
from National Highway 274 near the 
Nissho Pass, Soshubetsu-dake’s 
inspiring old-growth Hokkaido forest 
is some of the most accessible for-
est in the Hidaka Range. Beyond the 
treeline, there is a gorgeously mellow 
treeless slope which would be perfect 
for beginner backcountry skiers to 
get accustomed to skiing Hokkaido’s 
classic powder snow. Soshubetsu-da-
ke’s northeastern aspects are home to 
Tomamu Resort’s cat-skiing operation.

LOCATION
Soshubetsu-dake is situated in the far 
northern reaches of the Hidaka Range 

in southern central Hokkaido. It is connected 
to the greater Nissho Pass area – the main 
national highway linking Obihiro City and the 
Tokachi Plains to southwestern Hokkaido. 
The watershed to the west of peak fl ows 
into the Soshubetsu River 双珠別川, which 
fl ows through the small mountain town of 
Shimukappu. This route up to Soshubetsu-
dake peak starts south of the peak, from the 
Chisaka Parking Area 千栄パーキングエリア
on Route 274 (the Nissho Pass road).

GENERAL NOTES
With a few much more popular and worthy 
backcountry routes in the area (Mumei-ho 
and Nissho Peak), this lovely ski-tour-oriented 
peak doesn’t get much traffi c in comparison. It 
is, comparatively, a mainstay for snowshoers 
and winter hikers. It’s not for want of ski-
worthiness, however. The mellow alpine slopes 
at the upper portion of this Soshubetsu-dake 
route are gorgeous, and the views from the 
summit ridge are fantastic. If you’re looking for 
mellow, easy-access, untracked skiing in the 
Nissho Pass area, this peak will deliver.

Cat skiing: Tomamu Resort runs a cat 
skiing operation in the Ruomansorapuchi 
River catchment on the northeast side of the 
Soshubetsu-dake peak. The cat road goes 
all the way to the very top of the peak, so do 
watch out for heavy machinery when at the 
peak, and keep off cat-access roads. The 
cat staff are lovely. As far as we know, no 
land is leased by Tomamu for their cat-skiing 

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
The timing of three hours applies to 
consolidated-snow spring conditions. Add on 
a little more if doing this route in deep mid-
winter conditions.

This route is not marked. From the large 
plowed Chisaka Parking area, cross on foot to 
the northern side of the busy Route 274. This 
is a main arterial route for heavy transport 
across the Hidaka Range, so watch out for 
trucks and other traffi c. Skin due northwest 
for about 100m through the forest until you 
meet up with the forestry road. Follow the road 
uphill for about 3km to around 1050m before 
heading due north through the forest to the 
summit ridge.

The treeline is at around 1200m, and beyond 
that, the route traverses a wide open mellow 
treeless slope stretching to the east and 
west. Continue uphill to the northeast until 
you arrive at the 1383m point – the summit 
of Soshubetsu-dake. There will likely be a cat-
track at the summit – take care in low visibility 
conditions, as there is quite a drop in places 
down to the track.

For the descent, follow your skintrack back 
southwest along the ridge, and enjoy some 
blissful turns in the short alpine section before 
returning to the forest. Take care on the 
descent, as there are many small gullies and 
spurs not marked on the map. Once back at 
the forestry road, enjoy the mellow gradient to 
get your free ride back to the highway via your 
uptrack.
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guides for GPS 
fi les, interactive maps, and extra safety 
notes: https://hokw.jp/soshubetu
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By car: This route is accessed via the main 
National Highway 274 (Nissho Pass) running 
between the Tokachi Plains and southwestern 
Hokkaido. At the trailhead, there is plenty of 
parking in the large plowed Chisaka Parking 
Area.
Public transport: This route is not accessible 
by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES
Take care when climbing beyond the treeline 
in this area, particularly when approaching the 
ridge. Climbers may be sheltered from prevail-
ing NW winds on the ascent and may fi nd that 
conditions at the ridge are much more serious 
than lower down. Also note that the route starts 
at nearly 800m in altitude – temperatures near 

Nissho Pass can be much colder than 
other winter mountain objectives else-
where, particularly in southwestern Hok-
kaido. Tomamu Resort runs cats up to the 
peak on the northeast side – keep off cat 
access roads.

ONSEN NEARBY
If you’re headed back west (in the direc-
tion of Sapporo), then the closest onsen is 
the Hidaka Kogenso Onsen ひだか高原
荘温泉 (500yen), at the foot of the Hida-
ka International Ski Hill 日高国際スキー
場. This onsen doesn’t have any rotenbu-
ro outdoor pools, but there’s a sauna, cold 
pool (extremely cold), and medium-sized 
indoor hotspring pool. ■
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Soshubetsu-dake
Hidaka Range

THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free
Avenza Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your
location in real time: https://link.avenza.com/ZhM6

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDES - Please visit the full route
guides for route description, GPS files, and safety
notes: https://hokw.jp/soshubestudake
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この地図の作成に当たっては、国⼟地理院⻑の承認を得て、同院発⾏の基盤地図情報及び電⼦地形図（タイル）を使⽤し
た。（承認番号平30情使、第867号）。また、1/25,000植⽣図GISデータ（環境省⽣物多様性センターも使⽤し、
hokkaidowilds.orgが作成・加⼯したものである。

We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital basemap (tiles) and basemap
data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale
vegetation map data created by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases provided by the
Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in
the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product. However, notification
of any errors will be appreciated.



PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructi ons on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If 
you’ve only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just 
follow the instructi ons below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, 
but the map will be clipped a litt le at the top and bott om.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitti  ng Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printi ng, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print opti on available 
on your printer (setti  ngs will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructi ons page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instructi on sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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