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Nishi-shamen
Furano-dake

ERFEAAE SkiTouring Map 1:25000

4hrs 500m 1400m

5km 6.5/10 Jan-Mar

Furano-dake’s ERFE (1912m)
Nishi-shamen FG#4E (literally West
Slope) is a beautiful powder run off
the skier’s left of the popular Giant
Ridge 2+ 7FEIR. In perfect
conditions, skiers could have up to
500m of vertical descent, from well in
the alpine to well below the treeline. In
most cases, the skiing from the ridge
down into the gully at around 1350m
will allow for some fine lappable tree
skiing even when the alpine is too
blustery to get beyond the treeline.
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TOKACHI RANGE

LOCATION

Furano-dake is the final tall peak before
the Daistsuzan Range in central Hokkaido
terminates in the south of the range. Note that
the Daisetsuzan Range is the moniker for the
80km north-to-south range in totality, while
the Tokachi Range refers to the southern half
of the Daisetsuzan Range, with Furnao-dake
at it’s southern terminus. This route starts and
finishes at the main, busy winter trailhead
for Furano-dake, at the turn-off to Hakuginso
Lodge.

GENERAL NOTES

If Furano-dake’s Giant Ridge is the bread-and-
butter up-and-back route on this impressive
peak, then this Nishi-shame, dropping into
the Nijurinpan-sawa Gully —+#KIER, is the
delicious topping. It requires a hike back up to
the ridge after you’ve squeezed up to 500m of
vertical descent out of the large gully, but it’s
well worth it. Fit parties will find that if they set
a suitable skin track back up to Giant Ridge,
they’ll be able to enjoy multiple laps of this
slope over about five to six hours of skiing.

Worth noting is that the large guided ski tour
groups generally start at around 9am. It’s not
uncommon to share Giant Ridge with multiple
parties of 10 skiers or more. Independent
skiers may want to get to the mountain much
earlier — winter daybreak is around 7am in this
area.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

For a simple up and back trip, exepct about 2
hours from the trailhead to the 1,500m point
on the Giant Ridge. From there, it's just over

an hour back to the trailhead, via a ski down
the Nishi-shamen and then hike back up
to the ridge. Add on as much time you want
depending on how many times you want to lap
the slope.

This route is not marked. From the carpark,
walk downhill on the main road about 50m,
and clamber over the snowbank on the left,
just next to the large erosion dam on the river.
From the dam there’s a road heading upstream,
down to the shallow braids of the river. Mid-
season should see most of the creek covered,
but either way, there are small wooden foot-
bridges in place to ease the crossings (best

tackled with skis off).

Once across the creek, wrap your way south-
ish around the spur just next to the dam to
a small gully, and follow this up to around
1000m. From there, cross the gully to gain the
Giant Ridge, and follow this uphill to around the
1500m point, or where the snow deteriorates.
As mentioned above, it is rare for skiers to
ascend anywhere near the summit of Furano-
dake via this route, as the snow and climbing
conditions deteriorate considerably.

At a convenient location, drop down the
northeast aspect (skier's left of Giant Ridge)
of Nishi-shamen. Traverse a couple of times
to skier’s right as you drop, to get the most
downhill before hitting the gully.

Once you’ve squeezed out as much descent
from the northeast aspect as possible, hike
back up to the Giant Ridge for the ski back out
to the trailhead. This ski back out is generally
heinous, with lots of trees and thick new
growth to contend with.

TRANSPORT

By car: There is a large plowed parking area
across the road from the trailhead here, just
at the turnoff to Fukiage Onsen. There is more
than enough room for two cars to park head-
to-tail along the depth of the parking area
— parties with more than one vehicle should
strive to park each other in in order not to take
up too much space. If this car park is full, vehi-
cles should not be parked on the road at the

intersection, or on the road leading towards
Fukiage Onsen. There are a couple of small
cleared spots along the road here and there,
but if they’re all full, drive along the road 2km
to the Fukiage Onsen carpark. It’s only 20 min-
utes extra skin back to the trailhead, and when
you return, you’re in prime position to enjoy
one of Hokkaido’s best wild onsen. As this area
becomes more popular, parking at the trail-
head here is becoming more of an issue.

Public transport: From JR Kami-Furano Train
Station (_E= REFER), there is a bus, run by
the Kami-Furano Town Bus company, that
runs to the Hakuginso Lodge. You'll want to
catch the tokachidake-onsen-yuki (+Rs5&E &
FR1TE) bus from the train station and get off
at the Okinakouen ($37X&#7) bus stop. The
Okinakouen bust stop is right at the winter
trailhead for Furano-dake. As of January 2023,
there were three buses per day there (08:52,
12;49,16:31) and three returning (9:54, 13:44,
17:33). The fare is around 500yen one way,
and it takes around 30 minutes. Note that skis
should be packed in a bag of some sort . We
use simple plastic ski bags on buses here, as
they back down to nothing when touring.

SAFETY NOTES

The main Giant Ridge can be considered rel-
atively safe in regards to avalanche risk, par-
ticularly below 1400m (treeline). Skiing off
this ridge either skier’s left (Nishi-shamen) or
right (Beberui-sawa), however, gets the skier
well within classic avalanche terrain — take
appropriate precautions. Also note that above
treeline, surface conditions on Giant Ridge
may get very hard-packed. Skiers may appre-
ciate carrying ski crampons.

ONSEN NEARBY

Japanese Map Glossary

bunki ba) 53 junction
cho i) town
dake/mine =/E peak
eki BR station
goya/koya B hut
hinangoya Pz 7N shelter
ike A pond
kawa/gawa I river
kako X0 crater
ko/mizumi i lake
kyo Ik gorge
numa A pond
onsen Pt hot spring
sawa R stream
taira/daira * plateau
tani/dani =) valley
taki & waterfall
toge 3 pass
yama/san/zan 1y mountain

The Ryounkaku inn at the end of the road
at Tokachi Onsen has one of the best
views from their open-air hot springs that
we’ve ever seen. If you'd rather go full
dirtbag, then head along the road towards
the Hakuginso Lodge and try out the
mixed-gender open-air wild hot springs,
Fukiage Onsen, here. The ultra-affordable
Hakuginso Lodge also has a really nice,
large outdoor onsen area, with mixed
bathing (swimsuits required for the mixed
bathing area). Il

HAKUGINSO

¥MeOT —=0)ili @ =

Details: Fully serviced mountain lodge.
Massive onsen attached with mixed bathing
area (swimsuits OK). Full self-catering
kitchen, bunk beds, basement drying room
and ski racks. Basic foodstuffs available.
Capacity: 70 persons.

Cost: 3,250yen per night.

Contact: Hakuginso Lodge (¥t EBR{EE
72— RIRHE), TEL: 0167-45-4126.
Booking details: Lodge busy on weekends
- booking highly recommended.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guides for GPS
files, interactive maps, and extra safety
notes: https://hokw.jp/furanishi

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Bose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.

TEXT, PHOTOS, MAP | Rob Thomson

hokkaidowilds.org 2024/01/23

MAP FOLD & LAYOUT CONCEPT | @welldonegan

Unless indicated otherwise, all content on this PDF is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License (CC
BY-SA 4.0). Please attribute <author-name> (hokkaidowilds.org), and
let us know so we can link to your work. E.g., “Photo by Rick Siddle
(hokkaidowilds.org)“
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If
you've only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just
follow the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale,
but the map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.
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[[] Choose paper source by PDF page size

Print on both sides of paper
STEP 6 @ Fliponlong edge (O Flip on short edge
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages Orentation:
IS P . (®) Auto portrait/landscape
that don't include this instruction sheet. Oportait
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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