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SAPPORO AREA

Dokuya-mine
"

435m

Total Climb

A

885m

Highest point

#

Dec-Apr

Best season

6km

Distance

8/10

Difficulty

Dokuya-mine #HXiF (885m) is a
minor peak in the low mountains to
the west of Sapporo City in the Toyo-
ha Mine area of Jozankei. It’s a good
challenging peak in mid-winter on
snowshoes, with a clear ridge to fol-
low and an interesting plateau-like
summit approach. The route ascends
through beautiful old-growth forest,
and while the ascent is steep in plac-
es, the steepness lends well to a fun
descent in deep snow. In firm spring
conditions, the up-and-back climb can
take as little as five hours return, but
in deep winter, after fresh snowfall, it
can take up to 7 hours.

LOCATION

Dokuya-mine is one of many minor
peaks in the broad low-lying mountain
region that borders Sapporo City #L15%5
to the west. It’s within the Sapporo City
boundary, just west of the onsen village
of Jozankei ELLI;%. The hike starts at
the Jozankei Tengu-dake ELLEXH
£ (1145m) summer trailhead, about half
way along dead-end Route 95 heading
towards Toyoha Mine £ I8 L1.

GENERAL NOTES

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE L

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: https://bit.ly/dokushoe

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rantfy (of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
gose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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Unless indicated otherwise, all content on this PDF (pages 1 to 1) is li-
censed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International
License (CC BY-SA 4.0). Please attribute <author-name> (hokkaidowilds.
org), and let us know so we can link to your work. E.g., “Photo by Rick
Siddle (hokkaidowilds.org)“
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Mine I in Japanese is another one of the
many ways to refer to peaks and mountains.
Dokuya-mine is one such peak. This snowshoe
hike is not heading to a mine in the English
sense of the word....it is quite definitely hiking
up to a peak...a mine. That’s not the end of the
naming curiosity related to this peak. Dokuya
=% literally means poison (doku ) arrow
(ya %&x). So all together, this hike’s highest
point is “Poison Arrow Peak”. The name
apparently comes from the fact aconite ~') 73
'k (monkshood/wolfsbane etc) — a flowering
plant containing strong toxins — grows (grew?)
prolifically on the mountain, and Ainu are said
to have trekked up the mountain to prepare
poison arrows for hunting. The peak is also
sometimes called Bushiya-mine; bushi Pt
being another name for the aconite plant.

Dokuya-mine is a relatively popular
snowshoeing peak, and hikers can probably
expect that on any given weekend there’ll
be a trail broken up to the summit. That’s not
always guaranteed, however. When we visited
in late January 2024, after three or four days of
high winds and heavy snowfall, we were most
definitely breaking our own ftrail. In steeper
places, the snow on our uphill legs was up to
our hips.

The peak isn’t really one to climb for the views.
The peak is shrouded in trees. If the weather
is clear, however, you might be able to spot
the jagged, precipitous peak of Jozankei
Tengu-dake to the west. The forest, however,
particularly in the latter half of the hike, is old
and beautiful. Gnarled dakekanba %471~/
J\ (Russian rock birch) with their thick, flakey
bark are quite charming.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

This route is sporadically marked with pink
tape tied to trees. In firm spring conditions,
expect about five hours return. In deep winter
conditions, this can easily extend to seven
hours or more (five hours up, two hours
down) when breaking trail the whole way. It's
important not to underestimate this snowshoe
hike — it is a very tough one in fresh snow!

From the trailhead, head northwest along
the snowed-in forestry road that runs beside
Migimata-gawa Stream 7#A%JIl. In about
1.2km, you’ll cross a bridge over the river, with
the trail heading hard left (to the west). This
will take you to a forestry road, which forks just
after the bridge. Head left along the forestry
road (southwest and then northwest) for about
100m before leaving the forestry road to gain
the main ridge on the right side of the road.

The first 135m of elevation gain along this
ridge is very steep. It’s hard going when there’s
fresh snow and you’re breaking trail. Expect
this 135m of elevation gain to take a long time
— it took us two hours. From the 668m point on
the map, the ridge steepness drops off every

so slightly...but only slightly. It’s not until
you get to the 800m contour line that the
ridge eases off.

From the 800m contour line on the ridge
to the summit at 885m, it’s a gorgeous
700m or so of well-spaced old-growth
forest. It’s a curious zone, in that there
are two spurs on the left and right of the
main ridge, with depressions in between.
Just choose one side and go with it until
you get to the summit. Watch out for
the false summit at 883m (here) — the
ascent ridge naturally funnels you up to
this peak to the climber’s left. From there,
you’ve got a bit of a descent to join the
proper summit approach ridge, to attain
the proper summit about 650m to the
northwest.

Descend the way you came. If you
successfully labored up thigh-deep snow,
you’ll now have the joy of flying down
bottomless powder.

TRANSPORT

By car: The company that runs the Toy-
oha Mine at the end of Route 95 Kindly
clears a few small areas off the road for
winter mountain users. One such small
area is at the trailhead for this route. It’s
not a carpark as much as it's an extra-
wide passing-bay where three or four
cars can park on the side of the road
without blocking traffic. Park as far to the
left as possible.

Public transport: This route is not acces-
sible by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES

This route is not for those with no expe-
rience of winter mountains. It requires
the same safety equipment and skills as
backcountry ski touring. In normal deep
winter snow conditions, you’ll be sinking
down to your waist in places, even with
high-floatation snowshoes. It is a long day
out so make sure there is enough time. It
can be very windy and quite exposed on
the final few hundred meters across the
plateau to the summit sign.

ONSEN NEARBY

If you are headed back towards Sapporo
City, you'll be passing through Jozankei
Onsen area. A favourite of ours is the
down-to-earth Matsu-no-yu Onsen on
the Sapporo City side of Jozankei Onsen.
There’s another onsen right next door
(Kogane-yu Onsen), but Matsu-no-Yu has
a view of the river and hills. Both onsen
have cheap and cheerful restaurants
attached. If you have time, you might
want to check out the Ainu Culture Center
just across the road from the onsen. Il
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STEP 1

Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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