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この地図の作成に当たっては、国⼟地理院⻑の承認を得て、同院発⾏の基盤
地図情報及び電⼦地形図（タイル）を使⽤した。（承認番号平30情使、第
867号）。また、1/25,000植⽣図GISデータ（環境省⽣物多様性センターも使
⽤し、hokkaidowilds.orgが作成・加⼯したものである。

We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital
basemap (tiles) and basemap data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-
30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale vegetation map data created
by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free Avenza
Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your location in
real time: https://link.avenza.com/c5Hg

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route
guide for route description, GPS file, and safety notes:
https://bit.ly/fuyujiski
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Fuyuji-yama 冬路山 (625m) is a 
low-lying peak in the sprawling 
northern Hokkaido backcountry play-
ground, the Horokanai valley. Don’t 
let its low altitude fool you. Horokanai 
consistently gets Hokkaido’s lowest 
temperatures and holds the record for 
Japan’s lowest recorded temperature 
of -41.2℃. Despite this, the area also 
gets enormous snowfall, with none of 
the high winds of higher alpine areas 
of Hokkaido. Fuyuji-yama offers easy 
access to supremely lappable slopes. 
Slopes are relatively low-angle, but 
the north-to-south ridgeline offers a 
huge acreage of skiable terrain on the 
eastern side.

LOCATION
Fuyuji-yama is located just north of 
Etanbetsu Pass 江丹別峠, southeast 
of Horokanai Town center. Horokanai 
Town itself is about 30km northwest of 
Asahikawa City in northern Hokkaido. 
This route up to the Fuyuji-yama summit 
approaches from the Horokanai side 
(western side) of the hills.
GENERAL NOTES
Horokanai is somewhat of a geographical, 

Fuyuji-yama climatological, and natural anomaly. Situated 
in the northern half of inland Hokkaido, it gets 
some of Hokkaido’s lowest temperatures – 
daytime temperatures of below -20℃ are 
not at all uncommon. This is despite it only 
being 150m above sea level. It also gets an 
enormous amount of snow during the winter 
season – as much or more than Niseko. 

Fuyuji-yama is one of the sub-1000m peaks 
in the Horokanai basin/valley. The summit 
doesn’t even break through the treeline. This 
means that it’s relatively sheltered from any 
strong alpine winds – snow here tends to fall 
straight down, settling beautifully on Fuyuji-
yama’s low-angle perfect-for-skiing slopes. 
While the snow in the Horokanai area will be 
more easily affected by any large warming 
trends across Hokkaido, warming trends don’t 
happen as often as further south in Hokkaido. 
Keep an eye on the weather, and if you see 
a few days of cold weather and snowfall in 
Horokanai, you will have a good time there.

Diffi culty: Locally in Hokkaido, Fuyuji-yama 
has somewhat of a reputation as being a 
beginner-friendly peak. We would agree with 
this assessment – beginner backcountry 
skiers will appreciate the mellow slopes and 
easy approach. That said, experienced skiers 
will also enjoy the eastern slopes of Fuyuji-
yama. Walk a few hundred meters north along 
the ridge, and you’ll fi nd some steeper pitches, 
and some fun gullies to explore. More than 
anything, the high quality and consistency of 
the powder snow will keep most folks very 
happy.

ROUTE NOTES
From the parking bay on Route 72, skin 
alongside the road atop the snow banks 
towards the forest. Once in the forest, navigate 
your way across the mess of small streams 
along the fl at before starting the climb in 
earnest up to the 421m point on the topo. It’s 
not a steep climb up the broad ridge. Long 
ascending traverses with just a couple of kick-
turns will make short work of it.

From the 421m point, there is a section of the 
ridge that is fl at, and if anything, ever so slightly 
downhill. You can avoid this fl at section on the 
descent by skiing skier’s left of the ridge.

Where the ridge joins the main western ‘face’ 
of Fuyuji-yama is a beautifully consistent low-
angle slope. Old-growth trees are wonderfully 
spaced. To the climber’s left of the ridge are 
some short, steeper downhill slopes that took 
all our collective discipline not to rip skins and 
ski. For better skiing, carry on to the summit 
and ski the eastern face.

From the summit, rip skins and get your 
fi rst descent in. From the summit proper, 
we’d say you really can’t go wrong no 
matter where you end up skiing – more 
left, more right, right down the middle, it’s 
all very good. The eastern face of Fuyuji-
yama is a fairly popular backcountry spot 
though, so you may fi nd walking a few 
hundred meters north or south along the 
ridge before dropping in will allow for a 
more untracked experience.

Once you’ve had your fi ll of the eastern 
face, hike back up to the summit and ski 
the western side back to Route 72. Head 
just skier’s left of the fl at ridge and make 
a high traversing descent, keeping on 
contour as much as possible. Doing so 
will allow you to return to your vehicle 
without donning skins.

TRANSPORT
By car: Horokanai is a 50 minute drive 
north from Asahikawa City center, or a 2 
hour drive north of Sappporo City center 
via the expressway (2hr 45m on the low 
roads). Parking is easy and generous in 
the plowed parking area on Route 72 (the 
Etanbetsu Pass road).
Public transport: There’s no public 
transport to this route.

SAFETY NOTES
It’s easy to forget just how cold Horoka-
nai can get. Come well prepared for tem-
peratures well below -10℃, even at the 
trailhead, despite the low altitude. Gen-
erally, slopes are low-angle on the main 
faces (around 30° or ever so slightly less), 
but there are some isolated steep terrain 
traps lower down on the eastern face – 
the broadly consistent eastern face splits 
up into a labyrinth of steep gullies and 
spurs that should be approached with 
caution. Horokanai is popular among 
backcountry skiers, but it’s a very sparse-
ly populated area. Police and fi re brigade 
are not versed in backcountry rescue. 
Expect emergency response times to be 
even slower than in other locales.

ONSEN NEARBY
20 minutes north of the trailhead along 
Route 275 is the newly refurbished and 
surprisingly modern Seiwa Onsen Luon-
to せいわ温泉ルオント (500yen), right 
next to the Horokanai Michi-no-eki. 
They’ve got an attached soba noodle res-
taurant with some of the most delicious 
soba noodles you’ll eat in Japan (they 
have rice dishes as well). The onsen has 
outdoor pools, sauna, cold plunge pool, 
and a large relaxation area. ■
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Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the 
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. 
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, 
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, 
including the warranty of merchantability or fi tness for a particular pur-
pose, accompanying this product. However, notifi cation of any errors will 
be appreciated.

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guide for GPS 
fi le, interactive map, and extra safety 
notes: https://bit.ly/fuyujiski



PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructi ons on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If 
you’ve only got Lett er size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow 
the instructi ons below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, but the 
map will be clipped a litt le at the top and bott om.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitti  ng Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printi ng, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print opti on available 
on your printer (setti  ngs will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructi ons page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instructi on sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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