
NORTHERN HOKKAIDO

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
For a simple up-and-back trip for fi t skiers, this 
trip is likely to take around four to fi ve hours. 
Add in a couple more hours if you’re planning 
to lap the upper slopes.

From the ploughed parking bay, head about 
500m west-southwest across the snowfi eld to 
join the forestry road. Walk about 2km along 
the forestry road, and drop down to your left 
(south) towards Etaibetsu-gawa River just after 
the fi rst stream marked on the map (about 
100m west of the 394m elevation point). The 
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Etai-dake

Etai-dake 恵岱岳 (1060m) is a prom-
inent tabletop mountain sitting at the 
far northeast edge of the impressive 
Mashike mountain range 増毛山地. Its 
broad northeast-facing slopes below 
the fl at summit stand out against the 
sky when viewed from the Etai Pass 
road. The approach to the main skiing 
face is along an undulating forestry 
road, but once you’re at the northeast 
face, it’s perfect for lapping. Views 
west towards Shokanbetsu-dake 暑寒
別岳 (1492m), and north to the Japan 
Sea are stellar on a clear day.

LOCATION
Etai-dake is at the northeast corner of the 
Mashike Range on the Japan Sea coast of 
Hokkaido, about 2hrs drive north of Sapporo 
City. This ski tour starts at a small ploughed 
parking bay about 3km west of Etaibetsu Dam, 
on Route 94 heading west towards Mashike 
Town. Route 94 is open during the winter, but 
closes sporadically during heavy snow events.

GENERAL NOTES
The summit of Etai-dake is perhaps the only 
accessible vantage point to gaze upon the 
broad northeast faces of Shokanbetsu-dake. 
The skin along the access road to the base of 
Etai-dake is about 3km long, and is undulating 
(you’ll need skins on for the approach and 
the exit), but as far as bang-for-your-buck in 
the Mashike Range, Etai-dake is arguably the 
best. This is particularly so in the deep winter 
months, where forays into the Mashike Range 
are usually nearly impossible due to storms 
and the sheer distance of approaches.

This ski tour is not all about the views though. 
That undulating forestry road approach allows 
access to some sublime lapping terrain. The 
fi nal 200m vertical climb to the summit in 
particular is satisfyingly steep. The face is 
broad enough that it won’t track out quickly. 
The snow can be as good as it gets on this 
northern Japan Sea coast.

Best season: Note that it’s not until around 
mid-February that the snow bridges across 
Etaibetsu-gawa River will be fully developed.

main issue here is crossing Etaibetsu-gawa 
River. Too early in the season, the snow bridges 
will not be formed properly, and you’ll need 
to wade across. From about mid-February 
onwards, you should be able to fi nd suitable 
snow bridges to use to cross.

Once across the river, you’ll have a short steep 
section of slope to zig-zag up. Keep heading 
towards the looker’s right of the cliff band 
and you’ll eventually emerge onto a beautiful 
mellow slope, surrounded by gorgeous old-
growth forest. From here it’s about a 1 hour 
wander along the looker’s left of a shallow 
gully. You’ll very soon see the steep fi nal pitch 
to the summit, so just follow your nose south 
and then south-southwest uphill.

The fi nal 150m ascent up the steep northeast 
slope under the summit looks sketchy in terms 
of wind-loading, and for the most part, it is. It 
might also appear that the summit is blockages 
by large cornices. There is, however, a shallow 
ridge-like feature with sparse trees at around 
gird-reference 522409. Once you’re at the 
base of the climb, you’ll see it. This generally 
allows for a less exposed ascent to the summit 
plateau, with a break in the cornice. Once 
you’re on the summit plateau, we recommend 
walking a few hundred meters northwest to 
get views of the Japan Sea.

For the descent, just follow your up-track. If 
you’re confi dent of the snowpack stability, you 
can lap the 200m or so of northeast slope to 
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guides for GPS 
fi les, interactive maps, and extra safety 
notes: https://bit.ly/etaidake
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your heart’s content. Note that once you’re 
back on the forestry road, you’ll need to don 
skins again – the road undulates up and down 
somewhat.

TRANSPORT
By car: Route 94 from Hokuryu Town (in the 
east) or Mashike Town (in the west) affords 
easy access to the trailhead. Note that while 
Route 94 is open during the winter, it closes 
sporadically during heavy snow events. Check 
the Hokkaido road closure website for current 
status (if there are no markings on Route 94, 
you’re good to go). There is room to park about 
5-6 cars in a ploughed parking bay. If your par-
ty is arriving in more than one vehicle, we rec-
ommend parking two cars deep (parking one 
vehicle in) to maximize space for other parties 
to park.
Public transport: This route is not accessible 
by public transport.

SAFETY NOTES
The fi nal northeast slope below the Etai-da-
ke summit is generally in the lee of storms. 

This means that while the snow can be 
very good, the slope is capped by large 
cornices, and the slope can generally 
be more wind-loaded than others in the 
area. This all adds up to a particularly 
avalanche-prone slope. We recommend 
performing a pit-check to get a feeling for 
the stability of the slope. Even then, there 
are shallow gully-like features on the 
slope that will lead to isolated pockets of 
instability in the right conditions.

ONSEN NEARBY
The Sunfl ower Park Hokuryu Hot 
Spring サンフラワーパーク 北竜温
泉 ( 500yen) in Hokyuryu Town, with its 
enigmatic double-dragon gate (Hokuryu 
literally means north dragon), is worth a 
post-ski soak. It’s only about 20 minutes 
drive from the trailhead back towards 
Takikawa (east). They have an outdoor 
bath, mist/dry saunas, a large relaxation 
area, and an attached restaurant. They 
also have accommodation. ■
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Etai-dake

THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free
Avenza Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your
location in real time: https://link.avenza.com/m9ZX

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route
guide for route description, GPS files, and safety
notes: https://bit.ly/etaidake
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この地図の作成に当たっては、国⼟地理院⻑の承認を得て、同院発⾏の基盤地図情報及び電⼦地形図（タイル）を使⽤し
た。（承認番号平30情使、第867号）。また、1/25,000植⽣図GISデータ（環境省⽣物多様性センターも使⽤し、
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We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital basemap (tiles) and basemap
data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale
vegetation map data created by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases provided by the
Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in
the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product. However, notification
of any errors will be appreciated.



PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructi ons on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If 
you’ve only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just 
follow the instructi ons below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, 
but the map will be clipped a litt le at the top and bott om.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitti  ng Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printi ng, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print opti on available 
on your printer (setti  ngs will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructi ons page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instructi on sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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