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powder that settles on the terrain in this area.
Mountain plan submission: As per the resort 
policy, Kiroro Resort requires all parties 
accessing the backcountry from the resort to 
submit a mountaineering plan to the Hokkaido 
Police prior to setting off. Skiers can do this 
online in English using Mt-Compass.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
If you're just heading up and around the 
ridgeline to both peaks, you can expect about 
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キロロ 1107 峰    Ski Touring Map 1:25000

Kiroro 1107 Peak

Kiroro’s 1107m and 992m peaks 1107
峰／992峰 just west of the Kiroro 
Snow World ski resort afford excellent 
access to some amazing backcountry 
terrain away from the madding crowds 
of the resort. Kiroro is known for abun-
dant powder snow, and this area east 
of the resort is no exception. Close 
proximity to the lower backcountry 
gate makes for very effi cient access 
to great powder-lapping terrain. There 
are plenty of options here to dial up 
and down the exposure, from ridge-

lines, well-spaced glades, and large open 
bowls.

LOCATION
Kiroro Ski Resort sits about 12km south of the 
bustling tourist town of Otaru, about 30km 
west of Sapporo City. The start location for 
this backcountry zone west of the resort is the 
backcountry gate (here) just next to the upper 
lift station on the Gateway Express ゲートウェ
ーエクスプレス lift, to the west of the main 
Kiroro Mountain Center マウンテンセンタ
ー. Note that access is only permitted via this 
backcountry gate.

GENERAL NOTES
To the west of the sprawling Kiroro Resort is 
a large backcountry playground, involving a 
number of un-named peaks along a north-to-
south ridge. It’s not feasibly accessible from 
higher up in the ski resort, so it’s very much a 
human-powered backcountry zone. It shares 
the same great powder snow that falls in the 
resort itself, and offers a number of different 
aspects. The upper reaches offer great views 
east to the resort.

Exposure and diffi culty: Being so close to the 
resort, it would be easy to take this zone less 
seriously than backcountry areas not adjacent 
to a resort. The bowls, peaks, and ridges in the 
area are, however, very much the backcountry; 
in 2021, there was a fatality due to an 
avalanche in the area. That said, experienced 
skiers will fi nd it relatively easy to dial up and 
down the exposure depending on snowpack 
stability on the day. Even the ridge-line skiing 
can be fantastic, given the sheer amount of 

3 hours up (and around) and about an hour 
down. In reality, we’d imagine most skiers 
would want to make the most of their time in 
the zone by lapping several slopes, so it's well 
worth allowing up  to six hours to fully enjoy  
the area.

From the Kiroro resort carpark, make your way 
up to the Mountain Center, and enter via the 
stairs (or escalator) at the main entrance. Walk 
through the throngs of resort skiers out to the 
snow on the southern side of the Mountain 
Center. Once outside, head right to the top 
station of the Gateway Express lift, keeping 
well to the side of the slope. Don skis just 
outside the backcountry gate, and head south 
with the Yoichi River stream on your right.

After about 500m or so, fi nd a good snow 
bridge to cross the river to the right (west), 
to access the main lower gully between the 
1107m and 992m peaks. Once you’re in the 
gully, select a suitable ridge to ascend to 
the 1107m or 992m peaks. There are a few 
options, and they’re all good.

On the descent, return the way you came.

TRANSPORT
By car: Kiroro Resort is about a 70 minute 
drive west of central Sapporo City via Otaru 
City on the expressway (90 minutes on the low 
roads). There is ample parking in the resort’s 
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guides for GPS 
fi les, interactive maps, and extra safety 
notes: https://bit.ly/kiroro1107
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gigantic parking lots. If you’re later than 9am, 
expect to have to walk quite far from the park-
ing lot to the Moutain Center.
Public transport: Kiroro Resort runs a bus 
service from both Otaru train station (1,300yen, 
70 mins) and Sapporo train station (2,200yen, 
90 mins). See the details on their Access page 
on the Kiroro Resort website.

SAFETY NOTES
As mentioned above, despite this zone’s prox-
imity to the sprawling Kiroro Resort, it is the 
backcountry. It’s not patrolled, managed, or 
signposted. While much of the approach to 
the respective peaks is generally via ridge-

lines, the popular bowl terrain between 
the peaks is very much avalanche ter-
rain. Skiers should be very confi dent in 
snowpack stability if attempting to ski the 
bowls. Bowls lead into deep gully terrain 
traps.

ONSEN NEARBY
If you’re heading back to Sapporo, we’d 
recommend a long soak and meal at 
Yu-no-hana in Asari-gawa Onsen area 
小樽天然温泉湯の花 朝里殿 (880yen). 
Multiple pools, mist and dry saunas, cold 
plunge pool, and a large 2nd fl oor restau-
rant area. ■
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THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free
Avenza Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your
location in real time: https://link.avenza.com/zkab

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDES - Please visit the full route
guides for route description, GPS files, and safety
notes: https://bit.ly/kiroro1107
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た。（承認番号平30情使、第867号）。また、1/25,000植⽣図GISデータ（環境省⽣物多様性センターも使⽤し、
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We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital basemap (tiles) and basemap
data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale
vegetation map data created by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in
the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product. However, notification
of any errors will be appreciated.



PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructi ons on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If 
you’ve only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just 
follow the instructi ons below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, 
but the map will be clipped a litt le at the top and bott om.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitti  ng Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printi ng, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print opti on available 
on your printer (setti  ngs will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructi ons page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instructi on sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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