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Yunai-yama ©
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Within the Asahikawa City limits,
Yunai-yama &AL (501m) is a very
easily accessed low peak perfect for
multiple laps of cold, dry powder. Fur-
thermore, the ridge extending north
from the summit allows access to a
huge acreage of terrain. This means
that despite the peak’s populari-
ty among local backcountry skiers,
there’ll always be fresh snow to ski
for those willing to walk just a little
bit further along from the summit.
The trailhead is only a 20 minute drive
north from central Asahikawa City,
so it should be on any skier’s radar
in the Asahikawa area, particularly
when alpine areas are ruled out due to
weather.

LOCATION
Yunai-yama is located about 20 minutes

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE

Please visit the full route guide for GPS
file, interactive map, and extra safety
notes: https://bit.ly/yunaiski

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-

Bose accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.
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drive north of Asahikawa City central in central
Hokkaido, just above the Yunai Tunnel 35/ b~
>2JU on Route 98, the ‘back road’ heading
west towards Fukagawa City. This route starts
on the eastern (Asahikawa City) side of Yunai
Tunnel, at a large plowed parking bay.

GENERAL NOTES

As a quick-backcountry-laps mainstay for
those in the Asahikawa City area, Yuna-yama
is a great option for those keen for a quick
morning or afternoon ski. There’s an incredibly
large terrain to ski, however, so it’s easy to
make a full day of lapping out of this very
easy-to-access zone.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

The timing here (2hrs) assumes you just climb
to the top of the 501m peak, and ski back down.
Most skiers, however, will find they enjoy this
area the most when they commit to a full day
of lapping. If you head to the northern-most
point on our map and lap at least four or five
times, you’ll happily spend 5-6hrs making the
most of the northeastern-aspect dry powder.

From the large plowed parking bay, head
west on the northern side of the road, quickly
climbing above and to the right of the tunnel
entrance up a broad gully, through a small
plantation forest. This gully very soon exits into
beautiful old-growth forest, and a broad face
at a perfect pitch for skiing. From here it’s only
about a 50-minute skin up to the summit. The
summit isn’t named on official topomaps, but
there is a hand-carved summit sign displaying
AL

From the summit, either lap the main face, or
head north along the ridge for your pick of a
plethora of untracked slopes to the east and
west of the ridge.

TRANSPORT

By car: From central Asahikawa City, the
plowed parking bay on Route 98 towards Yunai
Tunnel is about a 20-minute drive north.
Public transport: At a pinch, if you’re happy to
walk 40 minutes or so from the bus stop to the
trailhead, it would be possible to take a public
bus from Asahikawa JR Station to the Honryuji
Temple bus stop A&BeSF/ \A1Z, a 3km walk

to the trailhead. Note that it's generally
frowned upon to ski on roads in Japan.

SAFETY NOTES
If you're just sticking to the main thor-

oughfare on this route (from the tunnel —

entrance to 501m and back again), there
isn’t much to be concerned about. The
slopes are mellow, there’s no complexi-
ty in the terrain, and the distances and
climbs are short (hence the overall diffi-
culty rating of 3.5/10). If dropping down
any of the bowls and gullies from the
ridge north of the 501m summit, how-
ever, you'll be dealing with considerable
terrain trap hazards, and lots of isolated
instabilities, including glide cracks. At
times of snowpack instability, avoid drop-
ping too far down into the gullies.

ONSEN NEARBY

On your way back into Asahikawa
City, you might want to check out the
sprawling Asahikawa Takasagodai Man-
yonoyu Onsen fB)I[ZHE HEDZ
(1600yen). They have a large restaurant,
and it’s also possible to stay overnight for
an extra 1,400yen (sleeping on reclining
chairs) or 3,500yen (for a room). For a
cheaper onsen experience, you could try
the Takasago Onsen i=F &R (850yen),
with great views across Asahikawa City.
They also have an attached restaurant
and outdoor pools. Il
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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