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Daisetsuzan’s Higashidake A<ZE L%
R (2067m) is one of the more easily
attained 2000m+ peaks on the east-
ern side of the Daisetsuzan National
Park in central Hokkaido. The long
approach is amply rewarded with
access to a smorgashord of freeride
terrain on the peak’s broad and var-
ied eastern face. Exposure to techni-
cal terrain can be easily dialed up and
down depending on skiers’ appetites.
The summit affords expansive views
across the vast alpine Daisetsuzan
plateau that makes up Kamui-mintara,

CENTRAL HOKKAIDO

the playground of the gods.

LOCATION

Higashi-dake sits at the northeast corner of
the Daisetsuzan Range in central Hokkaido,
surrounded by more familiar peaks and
locations such as Hakuun-dake HEE
(2230m), Aka-dake 7REF (2078m), and
Ginsendai fRER& (1517m). This winter
approach to Higashi-dake starts at the
Taisetsu Plaza 273 KE7Z4273 on
National Highway 273 that cuts across the
northern reaches of the Daisetsuzan Range
from Obihiro to Sounkyo/Kamikawa.

GENERAL NOTES

There’s no summer ftrail to the summit of
Higashi-dake. As such, it’s a winter objective
only for the hardiest of ski tourers, seeking a
long day of walking and climbing. This route
to the peak, approaching from the east, gives
excellent access to Higashi-dake’s broad east-
facing slopes, offering a multitude of steep ski
lines of varying difficulty and complexity. The
peak will only add fuel to the fire of desire to
explore more of the Roof of Hokkaido.

Mountain name: The reason we put
Daisetsuzan in front of Higashi-dake is because
there’s another tall Higashi-dake in Hokkaido.
The other one is in far eastern Hokkaido, on
the Shiretoko Peninsula. That one is commonly
referred to as Shiretoko Higashi-dake &1KER
£ (1520m).

Mechanized approach: The 16km-return
forestry road walking might prompt
visions of using a snowmobile to make the

approach more palatable. Recreational use of
snowmobiles in this area of the Daisetsuzan
National Park, even on forestry roads, is not
permitted (as per signs posted at the entrance
of the Ginsendai access road).

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

In firm spring conditions, it's unlikely that fit
parties will get much change out of 10 hours
return on this trip. In deep winter, with deeper
snow conditions, this will be a very committing
trip that could feasibly take up to 12 hours
return. In reality, skiers may find that camping

at the base of the eastern face will open up
time for more exploration options.

From the large car parking area at Taisetsu
Plaza 273, walk about 200m south along
the main highway to the entrance to Route
1162, the narrow road leading west up to
the turn-off to Ginsendai £ER&. The turn-
off to Ginsendai is about 1.6km. From the
turn off, keep heading straight west along the
Horokaishikari-gawa River r~OA-1>#1)
JI1. The forestry road continues another 4km
or so to altitude 1180m. Once the forestry road
ends, it’s still an easy skin alongside the river
to where multiple streams converge, at around
1300m.

From this point, there are several uphill
options available. Keep heading straight west
for a steep approach to the summit ridge,
often requiring boot crampons for the final
approach. Head northwest up towards Oku-
no-daira B for a more circuitous but
much more mellow approach that will unlikely
need crampons.

For the descent, either take the conservative
approach by skiing the circuitous descent via
Oku-no-daira, or ski any of the steeper lines
you scoped out from below as you ascended.
The descent out on the forestry road is just
enough of a decline that it’s unlikely skiers will
need to don skins again. Some minor poling
will ensure a quick exit via your skin track.

TRANSPORT

By car: Taisetsu Plaza 273 is a 3hr drive from
Sapporo on the Doo Expressway via Asahika-
wa and Sounkyo. There is ample parking at the
Taisetsu Plaza 273, as well as public toilets.
Note that there’s very little in the way of ser-
vices once you leave Sounkyo village.

Public transport: There is no public transport
to this route. The closest that public transport
will get you is the mountain village of Sounkyo
[BZEl%, to the bus stop just outside the
Sounkyo Post Office. From there, it would be
a 15-minute taxi ride to the trailhead. The only
taxi company in Sounkyo is Sounkyo Kanko
Hire BERERYE/\1+t— (TEL: 01658-5-
3221). We’d recommend calling (in Japanese)
in advance of your visit to let them know you’re
coming.

SAFETY NOTES
The Daisetsuzan Range is a big, remote place.

Japanese Map Glossary

bunki ba) 53 junction
cho i) town
dake/mine =/E peak
eki BR station
goya/koya = hut
hinangoya B V2 shelter
ike A pond
kawa/gawa I river
kako X0 crater
ko/mizumi i lake
kyo e gorge
numa A pond
onsen RN hot spring
sawa R stream
taira/daira * plateau
tani/dani 2 valley
taki & waterfall
toge il pass
yama/san/zan 1 mountain

This remote northeast corner of the range
is particularly so. Skiers should have a
high level of self-reliance. Temperatures
in this area of Hokkaido can be extremely
cold — be prepared. Any peak over 2000m
in Hokkaido is serious alpine terrain. Take
wind and visibility forecasts seriously,
and make conservative decisions.

ONSEN NEARBY

On your way back through Sounkyo,
we highly recommend having a soak at
Kurodake-no-yu &M%  (600yen).
There’s a relatively good view towards
the mountains from the 2nd floor open air
bath. They have a sauna and cold plunge
pool, and large relaxation area with mas-
sage chairs. On the 1st floor is the Bear

Grill Canyon restaurant, serving pasta

and other European-style meals. Il

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE x

Please visit the full route guides for GPS
files, interactive maps, and extra safety
notes: https://bit.ly/daihigashi

Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital data-
bases provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map.
HokkaidoWilds.org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions,
or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied,
including the war_rant? of merchantability or fitness for a particular pur-
Eose, accompanying this product. However, notification of any errors will
e appreciated.

TEXT, MAP | Rob Thomson

PHOTOS | Rob Thomson, Timbah Bell
hokkaidowilds.org 2024/04/01

MAP FOLD & LAYOUT CONCEPT | @welldonegan

Unless indicated otherwise, all content on this PDF is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License (CC
BY-SA 4.0). Please attribute <author-name> (hokkaidowilds.org), and
let us know so we can link to your work. E.g., “Photo by Rick Siddle
(hokkaidowilds.org)*
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Higashi-dake
Daisetsuzan National Park
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1cm on the map equals 250m on the ground
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G226  ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route
ey ?@;51_; guide for route description, GPS files, and safety
Faf. 723 notes: https://bitly/daihigashi

THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free
venza Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your HE
location in real time: https://link.avenza.com/7gh7
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1

Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If
you've only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just
follow the instructions below. You'll achive an accurate scale,
but the map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size" is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available
on your printer (settings will vary).

PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE).
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an
accurate rendering of the scale.

Print

Priter: OKI CB41(mine) v broperties | Agvanced Help @
Copies: |1 El [] Print in grayscale (black and white)

[Jsave ink/toner @
Pages to Print Comments & Forms
Oan | Document v
() Current page.
©pages  [14
T Nfore Options Document: 83 x 11.7in

827 1169 Inches

Page Sizing & Handling ()
T | e [ |
OFit
(® Actual size

TTShAK overs N es

O custom scal il 300 %

[[] Choose paper source by PDF page size

Print on both sides of paper
STEP 6 @ Fliponlong edge (O Flip on short edge
You won't need this instructions page, so just select the pages Orentation:
IS P . (®) Auto portrait/landscape
that don't include this instruction sheet. Oportait
() Landscape
STEP7 0
Click "Print". Page20t2 (3)

ORIGAMI INSTRUCTIONS
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Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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