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3.2

DAISETSUZAN-SPECIFIC BACKCOUNTRY NOTES

= GEOGRAPHY | Daisetsuzan National Park is Japan’s second-largest National
R\,ﬂi\ ﬁ Bﬁ\ 3% H% a) *:.”;E Park. It stretches a combined 50km or so as the crow files from the eastern edge
of Furano City & B in the south to Kamikawa Town _£JI[ET in the north. The

N = YBERE - (L R | gp = highest peak (also Hokkaido's highest peak) is Asahidake 788 (2291m). At the
:It/ﬂlg_ Li l% %—EE 6\— 'flLIE L/ N / ~ J 7‘-)\ b 0) % X\ 0) southern end of the Park is the Tokachi Range; a chain of stratovolcanoes.At the

northern end of the Park is the Daisetsuzan Mountain Range (some might call it

%2% 7& gﬁ < X 5 ﬂf& j: ?‘j‘ %JL, E/] 7’—&\ 1& = t a plateau), best described as a colossal volcanic complex made up of multiple

calderas. Access to the alpine is easy. Prefectural Highway 291 provides good
access to the treeline in the Tokachi Range, and ropeways at the tourist hubs of

IKQEE‘ Y NAY ghv b)) —RF—|Z E L 7‘: jﬁ Asahidake Village and Sounkyo J 3 % whisk skiers into serious alpinie zones.

There are no ski resorts in the area - it's essentially all backcountry.

Llr% 0) - \/ 7__\ /f :/ 3 \/ bi%—é 5 _7'_-7 —C ﬁ 75\ 1& \' \ TERRAIN AND SURFACE CONDITIONS | Where skiing terrain is concerned,
N o N ZR i i i i

Daisetsuzan National Park ups the ante considerably compared with other
locations like Niseko in southwestern Hokkaido. This area is the in-your-face

IJ—I < :E) 5’@%@ _,%_ [J—I jﬁg% @}\E—Xi L/ L \/fﬁ;\ﬂ% . %Jﬁ . %77 EE antedote to the curious misonception that there are no steeps in Hokkaido. Of

course, there is plenty of mellow low-angle alpine terrain here. For example,
there are well-protected coniferous forest glades with nipple-deep powder

1_1_';_ A2 & 75\ ;El_—a_ ) 9{‘. A A F— right at Hakuginso Lodge's 386+ doorstep on Sandan-yama =£# Ll (1748m).

But there are also the chutes of Furano-dake’s Kita-one Ridge, Kurodake's
epynomous pucker up-steep Kurodake sawa Gorge, or the gnarly, remote,

m%ﬁ‘it/ﬂL@’é\m%ﬁﬁLﬁBffo oI, ;}’EE wlaric of 0p

It snows well beyond 10m a season in the Dalsetsuzan National Park. It snows

et = 25 36 xS S 7o P N on average about six days a week from December till February. Suffice it to say,

9\{\ 0) IJ—I Ef@?ﬁ‘ T ‘j: =~x Fﬁ 0) %E R B%({'YD EU-LI :J:&Ejj 75 _T_E,Tﬁ surface conditions are generally sublime. That said, snow is usually accompanied
by wind, so surface conditions anywhere above 1500m in the Daisetsuzan

é *-L-J—&Ejj f) J:t EXE/JLE 7’3\ i‘@ijz f)\ W 0) }‘(\-_l» L . ;”: National Park will be hardpack and rime‘for much of winter. As such, powder-

seekers will usually find themselves lapping protected slopes below the powder
line. Generally, it should be assumed any peak-bagging over 1800m will require
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FURANO-DAKE PARKING - The intersection of Prefectural Highway 291 and 966 is a
popular trailhead for skiing Furano-dake. Parking space is limited. Car-pool where

neccessary. Park as economically as possible, leaving space for others to park. Avoid
parking on the roadside, and ski elsewhere if parking is not available.
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SANDAN-YAMA PARKING - The large parking lot next to Hakuginso Lodge is a spacious
place to leave vehicles, but it fills up fast, especially on weekends, Skiers should park

on the eastern side of the carpark (on the left as you enter). If in doubt, follow parking

wardens’ instructions.
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TOKACHI RANGE BACKCOUNTRY SKIING (WEST)

Backcountry access to the Tokachi Range peaks in winter are either from the
northwest or southeast. The northwest side of the range offers much better
access and shorter approaches. The southesast approaches are much longer,
making for excellent spring ski touring. Here, we start with popular mid-winter
northwest-access peaks. Note: Text with || are typically spring-skiing objectives.

FURANO-DAKE ERHE (1912m)

Furano-dake is a formidable mountain. Its peak is only accessible in winter by
mountaineers with extensive experience. The lower reaches on its northern
aspects, however, offer some great accessible skiing up to around the 1,500m
mark. The broad northwest ridge - the “Giant Ridge” > + 7 7 >~ b B iR -

Hoko-iwa Chokusen
Hoko-iwa Kunoji
L-ji Chute
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GUIDES, BACKCOUNTRY GEAR, GEAR RENTAL | There are a number of
professional backcountry guiding companies and English-speaking independent
guides (foreign and local Japanese) based in the greater central Hokkaido areea.
Most hold internationally certified guiding credentials, and they have the local
knowledge to make a backcountry visit to Daisetsuzan National Park all the
more memorable (secret stashes dialed to the day's conditions, amazing food,
and authentic cultural experiences). In the larger city centers such as Asahikawa
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