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reference, but Hokkaido SAR
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ABOUT THIS MAP

Daisetsuzan Backcountry is a topographic route map for the popular backcountry
skiing zones of the Daisetsuzan National Park X T L4 E 37 22 B in central
Hokkaido, Japan’s northernmost island. It includes the entire Tokachi Range
f5 3 2 in the south, and the northern half of the Daisetsuzan Mountain Range
AZELZ in the north of the Park. The Tokachi Range panel covers peaks from
Furano-dake = RE & (1912m) in the southwest, to the remote Oputateshike-
yama # 72 7 <41 (2012m) in the northerneast. The Daisetsuzan Mountain
Range panel shows the main peaks rimming the vast Ohachiraira Plateau,
including the gateway peaks of Asahidake /8 & (2291m) - Hokkaido’s highest
peak - and Kurodake 2 (1984m), both accessible via ropeways.

AINU PLACENAMES - Hokkaido’s indigenous people - the Ainu - have a strong
connection to the mountains that now make up Daisetsuzan National Park. Kamui-

mintara (the playground of the gods) is used to refer to the greater Daisetsuzan area,
and Asahidake in Ainu is Nutap-ka-us-pe.

Daisetsuzan National Park offers a massive array of backcountry skiing
terrain, from entry-level alpine jaunts to expert-level steep chutes and ski-
mountaineering zones. Expect routes ranging from easy-access active volcanic
fissures spewing steam and sulphur, to some of Japan’s most remote and
expansive snowfields. Routes include short 2-3 hour trips to full day tours, plus
options for multi-day ski adventures, wild hotsprings included.
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Non-profit - Daisetsuzan Backcountry joins our other map, Niseko Backcountry,
as a non-profit project. Proceeds from sales are donated to initiatives focussed
on sustainable, safe, and responsible Hokkaido outdoor access.
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10 ROUTES " F | T L
Ascent or ski tour routes - Marked in blue, these routes are common ascent or Ts.xeXzWol M. BT.xwu.EGC 5 1:25,X0 9 2 17 TRO"nwr
ski touring oriented routes. Particularly in the busier eastern end of the Niskeo Hokkai doWr K8s!t oo@pxepsh. | YX p3ppOIi goMU‘n. Ex" @3
Range (lwaonupuri, Nitonupuri, and Chisenupuri), skiers should strive to make a sYXW=1” A boMU"
clear distinction between ascent and descent routes. « - ;o «

: . ) ) QO Yl M. btunu. Es Ascent or skX¥-.- tawf ‘mhwxens Epd o Q
Freeride Routes - Marked in red, these routes are either common ski descent 6wl M. Bt N
routes or, in the case of Yotei-zan, up-and-back ski tour routes suited to skiers v ’ SEoxu. n_ o
who place a firm priority on good downhill skiing. T3. XpoXn. EsFreeridex - Romt és abwxwn. Egd ol M. =T n. E" Q6
Advanced Freeride Routes - Marked in purple, these are demanding routes g YoljB6EY PBUIM. 6.1 006& T xI M. Btu. ENKY"’
:ﬁt require f:xp;eﬂ :evel b:ckmuntrs* explfri:l;e. skilll;and knqugdgea;geylmav fWwn.EsAdvanced *Ro#ttes' abwy” HApppE3. 12i Y #HlLuy Of
ave particularly elevated exposure to hazards such as navigation culties, Ty 5 U6 Mu. ETKY: " 3p9. € VN 5
steepness of terrain, avalanche risk, remoteness, and/or a combination of all of ) PRAN ) ¢hbuy AP Xo ) X " X
these hazards lp"Pi "KUMWPabwBYoxMRAXx o0>28pMpub" 1T %MMNYX 6 =t Y
Technical Sections (dashed) - While none of the routes here call for roping K9 *
up or technical ski mountaineering skills, dashed technical sections may often FoUpuvYhs xs Technical Secti¥ ormR[bbadive E)YWMy bFk . ®m.
require ski or boot crampons e_md self-arrest _s!-:llls.ThB}-' will also involve terrain oMl M. blj pFrUutspox Ve bBUFXTYOMY" " Ab8rpUpuTh
more exposed to weather and inclement conditions. .
" 0wl wl M. Q6 YY. B Tt o Jbp ! s T\ O ppRUTr YKU® Q06" Cbwuy
TuxAQu WdnwnbupM 1671 Captayd
11 All ted rout imate, intended ide only, and do not t "NboMUBYoxmu.EyY n-1 XZTWIx3 t1aXoW" Eéploxenw» 0"
slggesied routes are approximate, intended as a guide only, and do not guaraniee o o " a @ " = m ' Au
right to access. On the ground, factors such as weather, avalanche conditions, f‘j VBHUFXxTWo M(f p O¢ ML @8 M Ty | Mn - X 'l g
micro-terrain features, and public access factors must be considered when making §60GCX 6— 0" un. ETtepAnpOX3T pd YKAOB  ¢xmu. EF .
adjustments during route finding. None of the routes are marked. There is no avalanche UKY40de6 " 006" ME UWHApPppPppPpE3. XOEK. uyg“2boMQdse‘ « XHApbD
control, nor are backcountry areas patrolled. All those entering the backcountry in PE3. T Uz g" Yo Tmx* ThBU . UH 67140 YKYOB
Hokkaido should be trained in avalanche rescue and avalanche terrain travel skills.
(X XA N Other Res

12 OTHER RESOURCES
Websites - Links to comprehensive route overviews, weather pinpoints, local j ©Y hoEs Websixt.es' owu. Et T CpbepE" x3t.1"GP®.ETTQ
resources, GPS route files, printable topomap downloads, and information for n" Hp 17 Mjpk.X'"ZTbo v X XHAppPpPE3.I M.e3tthBUA Yxs3p
other backcountry skiing areas in Hokkaido are available on our English-language o i ©Y HoE Hokkai doWihtdtsp.sor/g/ hokkai dowidds.ormgKd
website HokkaidoWilds.org (https://hokkaidowilds.org/daisetsuzan). Popular . . ..

q‘“r . . XHApppE3.un. EA ThpBU X2 0] OYBoET YY" yamar eco

Japanese-language websites for user-generated backcountry route information
include yamareco.com and yamap.com. Visit HokkaidoBC.info for indepth safety
information about backcountry skiing in Hokkaido.

Japanese guidebooks - Many of the routes on Daisetuzan Backcountry are
outlined in widely available Japanese language guidebooks. These include the
classic Hokkaido Yukiyama Guide it 7&3& L1 7 1 K, Yama-ski Route 212
WA F—)b— k 212, and Yama-ski Hyakuzan |1 X & —5& 1L . See a full list
here: https://hokw.jp/guidebooks. Currently there's no printed English language
guidebook for ski touring in Hokkaido.
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13 GENERAL HOKKAIDO BACKCOUNTRY NOTES
. - . 1Ts TERRAI_N 2 0YKYt pJIl 0 UBp MHA E3z. 1 Yyg" e. K AO"
TERRAIN | Much of the popular, easily-accessed backcountry terrain in Hokkaido F 103 b U < ’ i( P P . ? p E'A . X v N
is comparatively mellow and low-angle when compared to popular backcountry sht Ve S.xpXKICUO X X S xrel Az OnAR PpEs. xp P
regions in Europe, North America, New Zealand and even the other regions of g uvuTniaYEM bél M. ¢" W¥hi xKM6En YKUI 5 Xn m3oca
Japan. Excellent skiing is to be had on mostly volcanic topography, on slopes PYMOY 6 TEoYW” w TWYXN YoM, pMZX Y™  4nKY"3s5me¥OKY T
wi_th well-spaced old-growth fo_rest. The _'no steeps in Hokkaidq‘_ moniker is 300 RT3XMo BU "
misplaced, however, as we describe below in our Daisetsuzan-specific notes.
. e . . .
14 WEATHER | Hokkaido’s snow is deep, dry, and copious. Our snow system is N ! WE,'?‘T 'j'EJ? X wuw Mo z 9 m Kq *OK Xi €TI rogst t03 b>
similar to that of Utah or the Great Lakes in the US but operating at oceanic scale. P xXrK™h 8 xxFxphoMUdy"y r m|[ GoMU' 10Qp 2Qx x TQhte€
Driven by the ‘Winter Monsoon’ - a fairly consistent cold air outflow from Siberia Uzt Tw ¢ dHGO 6x YtWpod nbuy” xp sWinter MoNKGEbLREDG
over the winter months of January and February - if there’s a prevailing north . ., a4 o -
westerly weather flow then it’s likely to be dumping snow. Jan/Feb temperatures ° o X0J4 YKUoww OF B wpr Y%M® 1Qp 2QxoT1y A1 W'y
can be very cold, and snow falls five or six days out of seven, often with strong 7 X=ZK5 QOW6 § A" WXxA>" %y mMYE 6 =Z° “x6J44Qp YUp" u
winds in the alpine. Compared to the conditions in Honshu, the shorter wind fetch 2 " z " .
across the northern Sea of Japan means we get a bit less precipitation, but the 6o q xa Y Mégf WA oMY" WddHOo MoTXOc T 4FXWB Yo
more consistently cold temperatures means that it all tends to fall as snow. That podi DYKU' pygmMn" X Ytel xpXt héoMUpyMn" w xPBYox
said, with total land area similar Iceland, not all areas o_f Hokkaido get apogalyp_tic x Yt o x 6 U2inyoM " X W o’ X v xhopsc
amounts of snow. Lower-lying areas of eastern Hokkaido and the Tokachi Plains . . . o, ‘ ) ) i
around Obihiro City get very little snow during winter. By March and April, days YT woM" 30Qp 4Qtolp Y Wod e Gegd xhx bhy Wod
lengthen and the weather begins to stabilize. Clear spells between storms grow uw HApPppPPpPES3. YX 126Up YWdn“r poy"
longer, making multi-day forays into the Hokkaido backcountry more practical.
15 COMMUNICATIONS | At major trailheads, above the treeline, and at summits,  Gs COMMUNICATH ONS my™ o F0"0 Gp3d"C0of my"o X
mobile phone reception is surprisingly wide-spread in Hokkaido, but should not aYOrpw NtwemMUY" U BYPnyYyoM ASKu ~ oqgyy 6Y BU 1 MaA€
Eefrelield upon. NlakeTsure to havg any digital mfaps cacged and downlgadded BXWOMj pk.XKboZWap'® Ouw Xrst >00i boowoM' 4 =T v Mo U
efore leaving town. Two-way radios must conform to Japanese standards. _ : - . .y N
See our deep-dive at https://hokw.jp/radios. Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs) https://hok®giph rnaT_le' woxs T d t> nbio ) b3 V' k€. K.P-Ep
commonly used overseas for emergencies are illegal for use on land in Japan. s PLBsp” ny Amx» Ybl KUY 0TOoYWw" Gar mi n ik BePOThHE | X
Satellite messengers, however, such as the Garmin inReach or SPOT device are W=0c" WWAJpSa.y bbb T omKY" ny 100 mwKY'®

excellent alternatives as they’re 100% legal in Japan.



https://hokw.jp/radios

10/26/2085

HAZARDS Mips HAZARDS

Visibility and storms - It snows a lot in Hokkaido. Our snow system is similar to bpp s Visibilit yx and  stpo s YT G 7T ) €ILrag K- axFx
that of Utah or the Great Lakes but operating at oceanic scale. Generally, if there’s phoMU4yY"y r m[ boMU'd L o Xxo0J YKUoww" OF 6w
a prevailing north westerly weather flow then it’s likely to be dumping snow. r Y%M 00 Ypo" %F MX3PI. E€EapyY" »p A Qs P X %We WKU' g

Navigation in the alpine therefore is notoriously tricky in low visibility conditions.
Be willing to avoid the alpine when the inevitable low visibility weather rolls in;
there’s plenty of great tree skiing across Hokkaido. Also note that skin tracks can

X IT'Yrpo UWT " %y 6 | UB»OBVVAEAP? XT Y wo MB3 . xpY
WKU' 00" |I Mp  ExApy 6 oo¢ WwWINur YKUadptF ©BUdap?

disappear uncannily fast; always assume you'll be navigating without the aid of myATO xI Mp ExAptT wyt3PO.€ap6°“Zapb6 PBYOTWKU

existing skin tracks in Hokkaido. 6 sExtreme .cO®8Udt Tyx & Yt Wpod Ab" u X%y TETU6TY 3
temperatures in Hoklaidos apine can eas ip beow -20°C. Wih wing cnl L2002 g 0T N wind X0 BlipTdbY 506 N MTAEwX T 3P
tﬁisp:azl l.{sxceed -30°C. Thingg do change guicpkly, so don’t get caught out h; decty wr Ty Yn Kuok bowouwoM ':IAQ bpEs. "ry" G300 1
the weather is fine when you set off. Backcountry travelers should carry the b8 e¢xA>t1dbwyxoTt eem®d o x TA60" PYOMKU

necessary spare insulation required to manage these temperatures in case of an s Aval ancha TmF 1 0" T XAty o 6Y nK4' o x35
extended unexpected stop. . _ . HApppE3. 1Tmny"terraivyd troanKd® r mnit o Y BUr Y K
Avalanche - Avalanches do happen in Hokkaido and particular care should be 4" 305 VSWo 4 NTTodxdTolUpEYRAGY" T ¥ ‘T 6%c UppF

taken after storms. In Hokkaido’s volcanic backcountry terrain, terrain traps are ) - )

a common hazard. Large, consequential slides can happen. Late March and Tt oatWldpxl EYL T pY & x OTORAPS
early April bring considerable warming events, increasing the likelihood of wet
loose activity as well as rain and sun crusts creating problems for subsequent
snowpack stability with new snow.

EMERGENCIES | In Daisetsuzan National Park, where mobile reception is X W EMERGENCI ES 5t "n mo X Y UATmgp"110s0 fx 1
available, CALL SEARCH AND RESCUE ON 110 (national police). Depending on 0oy Y16 dboWwiAM "n xATtWpo"QVt eBUxywd "y "I M.O
location in the Park, first responders may be police, fire department, ski patrol Ek.u"lWxplruts HCoXO6T Cx"KUMWIX 0>28104/4> YKUOB' v TUW

staff, volunteers (including local guides) or a mix of all of the above. While there
are backcountry-trained rescue units in Hokkaido, backcountry rescue takes
longer than many other locations around the world. Always be prepared for an

HAppPppPpE3. eexYYd YKYOBY"YMT BUWhY pgx x WYX xp Yo Wo(
i O YKYQR At mx 68uvd t N" y* 02646 nmddz1 MNOoIPQ) Y=

improvised overnight in the hills. Always leave your intended backcountry plans “ 0eox YsSubmit backcountfydpl &nhst“=6ct1" [ FUHApp
with someone responsible. pEs3. T 0" N T 5 0°6 YBUGpOBEW A6oMQB' . "m YBUA
Submit backcountry plans - To expedite search and rescue operations, local pFr mB ' https://hokw.jp/ mtcompass

police s?rongly encourage all backcouptry partigs to submit theiy backcountry IY4 fsSearch and rescye u nsiirtarhicmppEs. V4@ WxAs "
plans prior to heading out. You can do this in English: https://hokw.jp/mtcompass. . ) . L , . ] , ‘
Search and rescue insurance - Backcountry rescue in Hokkaido is most often T EbOoRY" WhrwéyHdk hHO'Y Gnbé4> Vho TolapYKAOP
publically funded, but can be expensive for protracted rescues and/or if private 6Xx *Y"t ¥ ofFu {YY ATe PUAPOE boWi AM

operators are called upon. For short-term visitors to Japan, seek out international
mountain search and rescue insurance.
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18 ETIQUETTE | Culturally, Japan differs in a variety of ways to many English- . i
speaking countries. Harmony ( & #0 chouwa) and attentiveness to others ( Ec schouwl” shairpyMp83 HypoF~" »nNb"1?2 X YW x ZWd
& hairyo) are strong values taken seriously here. Socially, the needs of society AbYdapFA0WKYOds6  LXOg" 31 Choz: Tpuoyn2u. 60000=dp
at large are often considered more important than the needs of the individual. FKq . MI" =y 4 YeAE" CTOE A 4 A B Coqu o
For the uninitiated, faux pas are easy to commit. That said, on the mountain, OF pwMdTEx dmxe Y Y ' CampPA PAA. - oFxm f N
etiquette here is as common-sense as anywhere else in the world: Ascend 2 LT M o ®diln 6" uwno M%J: TpUsd xep ! M. EGTTAM X 9‘ r
slopes ‘economically’, leaving the slope as untracked as possible - avoid npy TEbBNC. €Eap6pUsOVO" deTKY, NMF B '\ 6= nRoM  FUT
putting uptracks in runs; communicate well and respectfully with other parties U TEQ620Q3Us whug oM< Y M xTTUW 6OYBXaM | R6
(@ friendly konnichi-wa (hello) goes a long way); leave no trace; go to the toilet . YOKK 013 4° HA Ea. v 5 67 Vi g 4
before arriving at the trailhead (don’t pee at trailheads or summits); keep gear 0 3 8 ( “oPX 3 v ot P _ phpEs. Y noewe l
explosions to a minimum at trailheads when setting off; respect others’ right to b¥Wgakw https://hokw. jp/lmanners
peace - strive to keep music and drone noise to a minimum; promote a friendly
and positive attitude in the backcountry. See a deeper-dive at https://hokw.jp/
manners.
19 ONSEN HOT SPRINGS | Japan’s unique onsen hot spring culture is as much ToE X‘H ApPPES. \n T"ZfMO em Q4U . P a qJL—U"M(‘)"T oo Mx Y

a part of the Hokkaido backcountry experience as the armpit deep powder. A XT 3mp’ Md x! 6°1 XT 12pW40Tlapy” nxztpuok b
long soak in one of Hokkaido’s many natural hot springs at the end of a deep 2 TPUOFEW BY x CmB* WxT YHIW myoWw" xxz - AT 0o
backcountry day is the norm for locals and visitors alike. Few of these facilities MOB‘ fiXx wxZanex O60ICARBOMOGCT"3:=x 4V 6 4003=' 1bo
exist solely for tourists. To avoid offending the weather-hardened local farmer ‘ . " " v " .

: : : : . : M Mi o MF "ho Kp s Cx" s M
next to you, here’s four iron-clad etiquette points to do onsen right. First, nothing PO T X"L‘W,, . tYEe 6 v ? X v b ot _I ‘
dirty should enter the hot pools. This includes your unwashed body, towels, oo nmp Y n Ix MAm 60uTd OLT W T 9Q03=" WAnk. @
clothes (including swimwear), hair (tie up long hair), and soap. Use the supplied W€ap®. Y6 MoM ©nboMOB" T Y TtWvs3sQl o/41"°> yYyOnfgt"’ T
washing stations to thoroughly wash your body before soaking in the pools. Body X 4 Xy NGnp* nxe YyUs' Wxsxn tyY AYdT Aamdyg Wl Y. |
wash and shampoo are usually supplied. Second, onsen are venerated, verging YKY" TWP.u6 3G0MUpasFKIOR' AYU 1 60 W r1y ¢ t°
on spiritual places to relax and unwind. Keep conversation in the baths quiet and Ahor Kbus 35 80cm x 60W 0°9O03Z' A6 why' KoOx 3F

contained. Third, no alcohol in the pools. Most onsen facilities have communal
relaxation rooms for post-soak hydration (some with beer on tap). Fourth, before
leaving the baths to the changing room, give yourself a quick wipe-down with
your trusty onsen towel (about 35x80 cm)—everyone but the onsen-illiterate
carries one. Keeps the floor dry and your dignity intact. If in doubt about what to
do, discretely observe what others are doing or ask a local.
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DAISETSUZAN-SPECIFIC BACKCOUNTRY NOTES

GEOGRAPHY | Daisetsuzan National Park is Japan’s second-largest National
Park. It stretches a combined 50km or so as the crow files from the eastern edge
of Furano City & R¥ 3 in the south to Kamikawa Town _tJIIET in the north. The
highest peak (also Hokkaido’s highest peak) is Asahidake fE& (2291m). At the
southern end of the Park is the Tokachi Range; a chain of stratovolcanoes.At the
northern end of the Park is the Daisetsuzan Mountain Range (some might call it
a plateau), best described as a colossal volcanic complex made up of multiple
calderas. Access to the alpine is easy. Prefectural Highway 291 provides good
access to the treeline in the Tokachi Range, and ropeways at the tourist hubs of
Asahidake Village and Sounkyo /& 2 Ik whisk skiers into serious alpinie zones.
There are no ski resorts in the area - it’s essentially all backcountry.

"ExXxHIA TKUK. ®jOQY"IM. 6.6 §5 O0%F Yp emWbU' ax xtul

T XHAppPppE3. N. Es DAl SETSUZREBCI FI C BACKCOUNTRY NO]
s GEOGRAFMHY el “"nNs Dai setsuzan KNgtiomal Pa ot
nnKY*  x s Furano Cid®wyy Tw x4 s Kami kawat Tow@mn"
a4 m 50kmeOpoYuoMU® Q% Yys Asahi dlagke 2 29mkfH" a by
u XQ% MFKU' "y Ty N sTokachi*x REA'ge X 5Ty nb
oMU Ty FO0s Dai set suzan MowuynKi9asiz URJaonyg%en p F @8 x" X
budxTw UA o3 > pl TMPY %y YXxtpdly OmKU: | Y g 291
¢ YO ®pOm VYotpldl 6 &0o0oxd" Nyt sAsahidakeuVi Ed agenky q

M. AP /7dy" 9 TBYoHApppE3. nmKU"

21

TERRAIN AND SURFACE CONDITIONS | Where skiing terrain is concerned,
Daisetsuzan National Park ups the ante considerably compared with other
locations like Niseko in southwestern Hokkaido. This area is the in-your-face
antedote to the curious misonception that there are no steeps in Hokkaido. Of
course, there is plenty of mellow low-angle alpine terrain here. For example,
there are well-protected coniferous forest glades with nipple-deep powder
right at Hakuginso Lodge’s E%E3E doorstep on Sandan-yama =E&1L (1748m).
But there are also the chutes of Furano-dake’s Kita-one Ridge, Kurodake’s
epynomous pucker-up-steep Kurodake-sawa Gorge, or the gnarly, remote,
volcanic amphitheaters of Oputateshike-yama.

It snows well beyond 10m a season in the Daisetsuzan National Park. It snows
on average about six days a week from December till February. Suffice it to say,
surface conditions are generally sublime. That said, snow is usually accompanied
by wind, so surface conditions anywhere above 1500m in the Daisetsuzan
National Park will be hardpack and rime for much of winter. As such, powder-
seekers will usually find themselves lapping protected slopes below the powder
line. Generally, it should be assumed any peak-bagging over 1800m will require
boot crampons and/or ice-axes to manage exposure to falls, as well as good
experience with serious winter mountaineering.

Tp EpAn€nps TERRAIN AND SURFACEXx CONMDI TITON® oNw"
el "Ns Dai setNaziaonalp"Par k XWIEXW=Z0o xA41p YoFs 1
Il C. nt APBU GxestyP” v TYXN YoM, pMZ"  upeoMs o6 Tw B /
| ' Fkge"ouToEn xtuOgp 1F TKU* nNow"d s Sandpamd =,
1748m Y sHakuginsoxHpdge" i x%10nxd 1™ 2hH8 T~ whoBo
TXOx. XY@YpuyoMY‘d m* us Fur achake €xYB. EU"7ys Kur oda
X 6 BUNYBWCHdPcx kYo7 u s Kurodakwa Gdmouet ybpbdKTI ECT
s Oput at eysahniiak § 0 W b3 tpTu€tK. xW=o 1F /BU*

+f "NmyeE.ip 110G MNUf YKU'12QTw2QrTioy &bo 6 Y
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22 Monthly snowfall and temperatures at Asahidake (1600m)°
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23 WEATHER | The Tokachi and Daisetsuzan Ranges are exposed to the bitterly cold [ WEATHER. ¥ p gO®" €U3fTw » 60 Do” evidpoM ot
Siberian air that sweeps across Hokkaido each winter. While total snowfall is nwnbd' X>0y" KXWJEogp YUdpuhioMapyY MY T3 0
often a little less than in locales such as Niseko on Hokkaido’s western seaboard, XWd™ od6lmKUeg" wydHOoO Y MoMU:®
the snowpack is consistently light and dry thanks to the inland location and
colder continental climate.

24 AVALANCHE BULLETINS AND WEATHER REPORTS | Unfortunately, there are A p 6 *AVALANCHE BULLETI NS AND WEBATHERYBEPORTS
no dedicated daily avalanche forecasts for central Hokkaido. A website called Tty X X Y / 0oM tHxpYJpK.sFurano Aval angh
the Furano Avalanche Center posts sporadic storm-based observations, but MZj OYPBEY TméEWH 6 St 1M6oMUY"I M. 6.9 31 pX TV Mom
skiers should assume they’re on their own when asessing avalanche risk. See 1" mCZFXp—TNUYORNKY ‘t—3H. | Yakw https:// hokw. Wipthady.a

mPax xT PBU% 20 Y anboMy:

resources at https://hokw.jp/avalanche. Windy.com offers high quality forecasts
for the region.
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o5 HAZARDS | The Daisetsuzan National Park is the exposed, rugged, remote, ‘Roof M s HAZARDS I " " CoYOmRd W be” v xo€. mKU' X
of Hokkaido’. Don’t let the relatively diminutive altitudes across the area lull you X %ol & cmYKUY"Zbhtéi GoypMIi oM v X %2, 000'm xx 3, 00 (
into a false sense of security; 2,000m in Hokkaido is easily akin to 3,000m or 50 1 BUGPF O WoM
more elsewhere. . o : : . e

: o ) ) O O0%5F0Js Extreme al i*n.e EWe & T r sWinter MoYh"s"oio n

Extreme alpine weather - The Siberian Winter Monsoon brings near-constant N . P “ Qm‘ x_p — . '
snow, extreme cold, and fierce winds at times in the Park. These conditions can Tow MhoM 6~ "CboWr o OFBWR' a=06040¢" v o  FOX
make the broad Daisetsuzan plateaus feel more Arctic than alpine. Storms can 6tunel pM=Wd ¢i xW=tbanddapFKU" Yd m" %y 6€ Y|d" =0
be intense, with high winds scouring the alpine ridgelines and depositing fine, TP-TY MO 6 RdU° dbwx aZY""ntIl UQF oM mTKY "
g;¥ksnow on lee slopes. These storms are easily the most deadly hazard in the PiL SRemoteness =1 “nx%F W6 Wxd wo me boMU " =4l b
Remoteness - The alpine and surrounding forests of Daisetsuzan National Park © 18cd T4.pM= "_r' v OoM , ¢F¢ F , " T oo Yer 6 X /~ 0 f’ Mx
are vast and remote. Don’t rely on the notion that skiing downhill will get you to 3P2.€ap yYzDmol boowoM nwt" aoyt nmK4y*Taxn 6 ¢o
civilization; there’s very little civilization around the Park to begin with. Navigation l TE Fér»FAboMoM n341"BYo'™Q mKU"
skills must be on point. In addition, yes it’s a national park, but serious wintgr Bz.LW. usTree wel l¥s > Woé —OX T TwY% s 6 =0 o T EXbIB
use of the Pe’lrk is not yet largely managed nor monitored; even moreso than in sSakhaliue RbIBF Ye zo  sXpa Micoe TKY" ¢bt WuoHAPpppE3. | M
summer, you’re on your own out there. . ‘ “ e ) .
Tree wells - The forests that cover the montane and subalpine zones in + 6. Tppobs. W nxslpYrWod® 1 Y o P YolXxto
the Tokachi and Daisetsuzan Mountain Ranges are primarily conifer stands, yn mK4-
consisting of Sakhalin fir and Yezo spruce. This creates elevated risk of tree A0Yx E u X T3 BU 4T DD AYP"D AKM6“ =ZH x'H Yx
wells for backcountry skiers, particularly compared with western and northern mB &g W500émpT T MUpMm’ fboMUL T oxm"  po¥x T YsokupBM
Hokkaido, where white birch is more prevalent. . By np A M % 1000SoT MU BETD A T o MU T
Bullets - The Japan Self-Defense Force Kamifurano Training Area [ - B &% X axeon T - g
+EREESIE east of Furano-dake is an active live-fire zone. The boundary YKYOQP cWw¥z voW¥WinM
is only marked by red paint on trees every 500m, so it's easy to stray into the
range. If you find yourself below 1000m on Furano-dake’s eastern slopes, you
may already be inside—check your map carefully.

25 HUTS | There are a number of emergency shelter huts in the Daisetsuzan T10s HUTS, i NTYMWy Tx UK XT1oYKU' TbhwyMybF At ¢
National Park. They're all extremely basic; think four walls and a roof, nothing n” o X poCGYKUu I  p—NUpWM" pyYypYo =2 m" FoMY" 6™ mx
more. In winter, they're all unmanned. None have heating, but they're all available tChoMUz TKhw TF r mK{Y* W ‘oxX"7y VsKurodake | sh

for use in winter for those accustomed to sleeping over in a deep-freeze. Booking
is not required. Note that the Kurodake Ishimuro Hut is often buried in mid-winter
- look for marker poles extending from the snow surface. Other huts also may
require entrance from second-story entrances and/or digging down up to 2m to
find a ground-floor entrance.

i TYdbwdw T FbhUBC" TwdoUd Hxb.u6 Bap
X O0TwxY 96 0649"KUMy 4byx 06AvIiUBGgTQ
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26 PARKING | Unlike many other popular Hokkaido backcountry skiing locations, s PARKING v X WXz 6HApppEs3. | M. e3tpblM" T NTY g
the Daisetsuzan National Park is generally blessed with large plowed trailhead WM Abe FbO 24Y AboMU' O TH" T N Xz 6% 44T W9 6 |
parking. Surging popularity of the Tokachi Range in particular, however, is putting ) ; ) . o .
increased pressure on parking, with many parking lots overflowing, particulary T Wx 2A4Y Dtopoxzd” A DX TawbUdapFKU* 61 0"ax xmyeE. |
on weekends. It then becomes tempting to park on the roadside. However,. in PT 100. Eus 32ZTu. EXx 6 MUf YKUBG" A DUy Y Ox VYpoUu' ooy
an area where more than 10 meters (32ft) of snow falls per season, roadside o
parking can cause problems for road snowclearing crews. Therefore, even in po"M 00 2416 BUA> nF"HApppE3. I M. 6. ¢ a)mndU | ww >0
plowed parking areas, backcountry skiers should a) park as economically as . " i . . " - s
possible to save space, b) avoid parking in snowplow turnaround areas, c) avoid ol H.106 ' B A b D"X At Lp__ ,3 0o M c~). " b 2 /4Td s C,IM K A v
trailhead parking overnight (snowclearing often happens in early morning) and T“2bYdapyY Mx"d) n. W 6x0it 0"1" b6 . 6 y U&dp"YZcguw
d) be sensitive to locals' and authorities' wishes (obey all signs posted). Consider bu‘oe" x2m bUx6 iUBcTI M. 6. etAY> M6G BUp WM D s M
sharing transport with other skiers to avoid multiple cars parked per party. For apCpop. oI cxopds>y WY 24WhEen6 M6 x 6 paxy M ve
skiers sleeping in their vehicles (including campervans), michi-no-eki - roadside Q"
rest stations, most with 24hr toilets - are a good option for overnight parking.

27 GUIDES, BACKCOUNTRY GEAR, GEAR RENTAL | There are a number of CeX HApppEs.  "i#pKusGUIDES, BACKCOUNTRY GEAR, GEA
professional backcountry guiding companies and English-speaking independent " es3sttyP" Kk XHAPPPE3. CoXTH" " @ o CoXs nt 2 T WO
guides (fore_ugn and_ local Japa_ngse) ba:ls_ed in the greater central Hokkaido areea. 2 XY WA 6 MNoMU' dpscyi 5 T AbBCoXts6vK" ~XxEplx€n
Most hold internationally certified guiding credentials, and they have the local R . T . . .
knowledge to make a backcountry visit to Daisetsuzan National Park all the pTead XO] U.- 1 BAET W woMaH® x 3 nt.dom Tl nm
more memorable (secret stashes dialed to the day's conditions, amazing food, XHApppE3. Hjo6WY ocFxtldoWbhbU' /1 n pPMue oo » my"Il M.
and authentic cultural experiences). In the larger city centers such as Asahikawa 5t.4“WHApbpE3s.T 3086 6y = YxtpdI F M'd ¥ my~ x6¢xT
and Furano, there is good access to stores stocking ski touring and backcountry o L . q - S q
focussed gear. Some stores offer technician services for repairs, as well as Vh. Pl HApppES. xnpKuF aboMi® CeXrenAdy Tv Moy
backcountry gear rental. See the list of guides and shops on HokkaidoWilds.org Hokkai doWihtdtspsoir/g/ hokkai dowii @A pda@/ dai setsuzan
at https://hokkaidowilds.org/daisetsuzan.

o8 \ HApppE3. I M. s xs TOKACHI Range Backcountry pSki

TOKACHI RANGE BACKCOUNTRY SKIING (WEST)

Backcountry access to the Tokachi Range peaks in winter are either from the
northwest or southeast. The northwest side of the range offers much better
access and shorter approaches. The southesast approaches are much longer,
making for excellent spring ski touring. Here, we start with popular mid-winter
northwest-access peaks. Note: Text with - are typically spring-skiing objectives.

T a X7 YXHApppE3.tpJlIly" Q6 Y XMybTTwpody®
X YtpldlYs 1 W'tok.YF M Twxtok. YppUdTt W' NxI M. B
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FURANO-DAKE & RE& (1912m)

Furano-dake is a formidable mountain. Its peak is only accessible in winter by
mountaineers with extensive experience. The lower reaches on its northern
aspects, however, offer some great accessible skiing up to around the 1,500m
mark. The broad northwest ridge - the “Giant Ridge” ¥ + # 7 > ~ B R -

Hoko-iwa Chokusen
Hoko-iwa Kunoji
L-ji Chute

offers access to both ridgeline and gully skiing. To the east of Giant Ridge is a
smorgasbord of committing chutes.

Furano-dake’s Giant Ridge © 4.5hrs 1 400m == 4km | This is a popular route
in the Tokachi Range for a couple of reasons. One is its accessibility and close
vicinity to Tokachidake Onsen hotsprings + & @R and the popular Fukiage
Onsen Pr L ;& R hot springs area. The route also offers good quality powder
snow in most conditions; the lush conifer forests below the treeline help protect
the slopes from the high winds common in the area.

FURANO-DAKE PARKING — The junction of Prefectural Highways 291 and 966 is a
popular ski trailhead for Furano-dake. Parking is limited, and the plowed area is

privately owned—maintained voluntarily by the landowner. Carpool when possible
and park efficiently to maximize space. Do not park along the road or facing traffic.
If the lot is full, consider skiing elsewhere.
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1 s s SANPOZ-ENWA VAL Egr * oMy s Sanmaf s, 1866 n
30 SANPOZAN-ZAWA VALLEY =igiLiR o ‘ .
i . N A N n l H ,l ‘ A o
This broad valley, spreading out below the unassuming Sanpo-zan =&l peak L SreYia X ® M“ v _ ¢ ol m Yxtedlor tpd T oK. Ypni O
(1866m), allows access to some broad ridge-line and bowl skiing. Access can be MY" QVx dxa thA> =3 YKU°
tricky, but the initial clambering is worth the effort. O Wj us Kaun BYwlj ux 17 WhH 4 .\Wh %lp490m- 4 4.5kmo’
Kaun Bowl © 4.5hrs 1490m e= 4.5km | Kaun Bowl 287K 7) s a vast alpine Wi my" X%z T3 BUA op.udxlj nmKY: us Fur achaoke y,
cirque-like bowl high up in the alpine zone of the Tokachi Range. Sitting to the 0 s . e I
north of the ridge connecting Furano-dake (1912m) and Sanpo-zan (1866m), 1912my w°Sangad §, 1866@ €x T3 0"EMTon TwNYBWS
there are plenty of terrain options, ranging from relatively mellow to pucker-up W=Zoxn Om 20 1Y poMU‘AQY T bhbw" ¢ u TFQ%p Xl O¥"" Mo"
steep. Given the right conditions, the snow can be some of the best in Hokkaido OM . XFYXY8 mdU: KsT YOYd !l 9 mefte " k3y=c' Yl po
- deep, dry, and cold. Expect vast views west across the Furano Plains, and enjoy . .
an apres-ski onsen soak looking directly at the face you just skied. ®6n 6 goYwr TOTA Foend
31 ANSE| CRATER VALLEY ZEA DA &8 30x s ANSEl CRATERGEVAWDIKEY J,l F SSanpozawa Wallwyey
Separated from Sanpozan-zawa Valley by Bakemono-iwa Rock 1t #p & and 3 ksBakemdam®ockx k*xp D €sD-one Rid@et @ pojiowboMUJ 3
D-one Ridge D 2 1R , this active volcanic valley allows access to some short- X mKU'gamy WxotXUpVYa. |l M. xgpttpldl nd"Q64d s Sandpamg
and-steep adventure skiing lines. Also serves as exit for advanced lines from s o . .
X X7 TwoaoUArtwwm. ExXe DSAEpOOF q
Sandan-yama’s peak. T X T X P b
SANDP‘N'YAMAEE”"W“B’”)" _ _ . 1 s SANDAWAMA| s, 1748m) XHApppE3.I M. 6 BU X FK
A classic staple for backcountry skiing in the Tokachi Range, and is renowned for q9" 0i M. 1 S w M ¢ E | M. 4 6R 46c" s 7 5
its powder snow. The route starts and ends on an old ski area, so even the lower b me® wbo h- BV ‘ - PRAGGST = n m
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Ansei Crater Valley

reaches on the downhill allow for fun tree-free runs. The route is accessed from
the hopelessly amazing Hakuginso Lodge - a mountain lodge boasting to be the
“mecca of powder”.

Sandan Classic Approach ® 4hrs 1731m == 6km | This is one of those must-do
peaks in the Tokachi Ranges, certainly before attempting to take on the higher-
altitude Mt. Tokachi or other peaks further up in the ranges. It gives an excellent
lay of the land from the summit, and should help anyone spending some time in
the area to gather their bearings.

SANDAN-YAMA PARKING - The large parking lot next to Hakuginso Lodge is a spacious
place to leave vehicles, but it fills up fast, especially on weekends. Skiers should park
on the eastern side of the carpark (on the left as you enter). If in doubt, follow parking
wardens’ instructions. FYI - Hakuginso’s onsen is one of the best in Hokkaido.
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MAETOKACHI #i+8 (1710m)

Mae means ‘front’ in Japanese. As such, Maetokachi sits as advance guard to
Tokachi-dake (2077m). It’s a ring of volcanic fumeroles spewing copious toxic
gasses. The broad face of Maetokachi is generally wind-stripped, but frequent
volcanic gullies act as powder-pockets for some inspiring skiing down towards
the broad Furano Plains.

Tokachi-dake and Sandan
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Maetokachi Kabawara Ridge © 4hrs 1 770m c= 6km | Another classic
backcountry staple, starting from Hakuginso Lodge. The ridge itself is often
windswept, but gullies to the looker’s left of the ridge offer ample reward on the
descent.

33

TOKACHI-DAKE 5 (2077m)
As the center-piece of the Range, Tokachi-dake’s conical peak is hard to miss
once you've noticed it. Anything over 1500m in the Tokachi Range is going to
be in the realm of rime and ice though, and Tokachi-dake is no exception. You'll
want your boot crampons for this one. The peak is there to be ticked off if you're
more into ticking things off than skiing powder. That said, the long ascent takes
you past large active craters, and the peak affords views across the range and
down to the plains of Furano.

Y ys TOKACBAKE Yy, 2097m x | / mKY4 NYuy"TxT1NXTxF 6d
TBbwAhBINUap YoM pyMNI", | mTY % 15006m MNUATPYP Yoe Px o
pyr 1 2bU xmKY" VYyF aAnPgoM dx76 mBowto/bpy oOomKU' 5
g” Oj N. 6! 4, pMZWY”" C. pb6 60, pMZR 6= 006 M2 OT pMOY* 81 "
M “ X nmYy ®cd IFxIOHE al"F Twy P 6d BUGpYT®D
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BIEI-DAKE 33 (2052m)

A stratovolcano just northeast of Tokachi-dake (2077m). The approach to the
summit is long and gradual. To the south of the summit, there are awe-inspiring
views of the expansive Ponpi-sawa basin 7R/ KR - a colossal area of jagged
rock, chutes, and spurs.

Karasawa Sagan Ridge © 9.5hrs 1 1405m == 14km | As far as winter peak-
bagging goes, this is a good one. Yes, the walk is long, but the approach is not
technical, and it’s rewarded with some long and sustained descent. At the very
least, ski crampons will likely need to be used on the final summit approach.

BIEI-FUJI &3%E + (1888m)

Another markedly remote Tokachi Range in mid-winter, the conical Biei-fuji is
Biei-dake’s little sibling. Makes for a fine objective as loop combining Biei-dake
and Biei-fuiji.

Karasawa Ugan Ridge © 8hrs 1 1410m == 15km | If it's just remote untracked
powder you're looking for, then consider harvesting some pow on the west-
aspect flanks of the Karasawa Ugan Ridge (lit. Karasawa Right-hand Ridge).

Biei-dake and Biei-fuji

The Karasawa gully acts as a powder-accumulator, ideally suited to
multiple laps. The long approach caveats apply.
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The eastern side of the Tokachi Range is remote. In mid-winter, most b oMY "
peaks accessed from this side will usually require an overnight. In
spring, however, there are a number of fine objectives that provide
excellent long-descent sking, suitable for long day trips.
36 MAEFURANO-DAKE #iE RE& (1625m) W MAEFURARBKE W, 1eesh sMak x x 9 L

Mae means ‘front’ in Japanese. As such, Maefurano-dake stands as
advance-guard to the mighty Furano-dake ( & B £ & , 1921m) at
the very southern-most point of the Tokachi Range.

Maefurano-dake via Ningle Hut © 8.5hrs 1 1190m e= 21km |
Maefurano-dake’s southern slopes offer some spectacular skiing
from the summit. On a clear day, skiers will be treated to a rare
glimpse of Furano-dake’s summit from the south, as well as dramatic
views across the primeval forests and marshes of the Genshi-ga-hara
plateau. Unlike it's big brother Furano-dake, however, Maefurano-
dake is a remote peak. Just the approach alone is almost 8km. As
such, most locals consider it a spring-skiing peak. Along the way,
however, is the Ningle Forest Management Hut, which makes for an
excellent base to explore the area.
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OPUTATESHIKE-YAMA # 72 7<%l (2013m) |
Oputateshike-yama is a major but often overlooked peak sitting
alone towards the northeastern end of the Tokachi Range. The most
common approach is from the southeast, but if an overnight in a tent
is up your alley, the gnarly northwest face with its bluffs and chutes
is also an option. With the vast majority of daytrip accessible peaks
in the Daisetsuzan Range approaching from the northwest, however,
the southeasterly approach to Oputateshike-yama allows a fresh
perspective on the Daisetsuzan massif. Above the treeline, skiers are
treated to expansive views along the southeastern side of the range,
including Tokachi-dake, Tomuraushi-yama to the north, and Bieifuji to
the south. This route is most popular in the long spring days, but the
trailhead is accessible all year round.

Oputateshike-yama South Face ® 9.5hrs 1 1690m == 21km | The
winter route up Oputateshike-yama is a rare southeastern-aspect
ski tour deep into the Daisetsuzan National Park. Skiers’ nine hours
of toil will be rewarded with about 1000m of quality downhill on the
return. To up the ante considerably, skiers can also ski the Bakuretsu-
zawa gully ##2¥;R to the skiers left of the summit.

- *‘Wlf‘ »F;.z.' 2 2
Oputateshike'’s remote South Face
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Daisetsuzan (or kamui-mintara, the playground of the gods, in Ainu) R + . . N , ,
XWeo TKY" T dk. Yy W Y X PodégonodM {x0gc"ax xtzl U ¥

is the the collective name given to the multiple high-altitude volcanic
peaks and calderas that make up the northern end of the epynomous
Daisetsuzan National Park. In mind-winter, on-foot access to the
upper reaches of alpine zones is difficult at this end of the park.
Approaches are long, and exposure to the elements is extreme.
Therefore, winter backcountry daytrips in this area are usually
confined to lift-assisted forays just beyond the treeline. Spring (late
March till May) is the most common time to explore further afield,
into the far reaches of ‘the roof of Hokkaido’, including the popular
Nakadake Onsen multi-day tour.

All routes beyond about 1600m here have been indicated with purple
daashed lines - advanced technical routes. None of them require
roping up, but all should be considered solid ski-mountaineering
routes; rime, exposed rock, and extreme weather exposure.
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